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DESPOTOVSK! REWARDED 


GLORY STAR WINS JOHNNY WARREN MEDAL 


goalscorers. ‘Under 20 player in the A- A Zurich Referee of the 


The 34-year-old Serbian League was awarded to papier ‘Year ~ Mark Shield 
bom striker will again pull the newly crowned Socceroo Hyundai A-League Fair 
boots on for the Glory for the Nick Ward. Johnay Warren Medal - Play Award —Perth Glory 
new season but he wil not be While the Glory club itself Bobby Despotovski (Perth Reebok Golden Boot — 
prestigious honour of win- joined by his fellow partner- picked up the A-League's Glory) Award Winners Bobby 


ning the Johnny Warren i-crime Damian Mori who Fair Play Award for accruing Hyundai Rising Star — Despotovski (Perth Glory), 
Medal for A-League has decided to stay in the least number of yellow Nick Ward (Perth Glory) Alex Brosque (QLD Roar), 
Players Player of the Year Adelaide forthe remainder of and red cards in the compei- © Hyundai Coach of the Stewart Petrie (CC Mariners) 


at the Hyundai A-League _ his playing career. tion, Year - Lawrie McKinna (CC and Archie + Thompson 
‘Awards night held on AS hinted earlier, four Inthe evening's other Mariner) (Melbourne Victory) 
Monday. Phyers ended up winning the awards, Central Coast 

Tn the plush Sydney sur- sO award for fie = ede 
roundings of Pyrmont Point, a ic) SCOO] out the 
the ites he was the _ AlexBrosque(QLDRoar), Coach of the Year Award ABsws BEST 
scene of the A-League’s fist Stewart Petrie (CC Mariners), ahead of who was the hot ‘ isd 
ever awards ceremony where Archie Thompson favourite to land the honour | Sydney FC's David Carney polled in f tis 
‘members from the entire A- (Melbourne Victory) and in Adelaide United’s John | “Hs year as ABSW's Player of the Year 
League community atended Despotovski all shared the  Kosmana, for 2006, Amidst the A-League’s official 


the lavish event. honours. ‘While finally , the Zurich | P*esentation of Perth Glory's Bobby 

Tt was Despotovski's sec- In What was @ memorable Referee of the Year went to Despotovski gaining the major honour, 
ond award in as many days_as evening for the Glory, the  whistcblower and World Cup | Carney won the plaudits from Australia’s weekly soccer maga- 
he took out the Glory’s Player Hyundai Rising Star Award bound Mark Shield, | dine and its editor Mark Stayroulakis took an exclusive inter- 
of the Year award making it fer the most outstanding I view on the award winner on Page 17 


cone eventful year forthe ace 
marksman. 


After announcing his 
retirement from the game 
more then two seasons ago 
after the NSL’s final Grand- 
Final at Parramatta Stadium 
with the Glory, Bobby decid- 
ed to pull the boots cn once 
‘more for this season. 

Luckily he did as he was 
Perth Glory's Bobby Despotovskl was awarded the © target yet again, 8 times in 

2006 Johnny Warren Medal (insert) for Players ‘fact, where he also won 

Player of the Year another award on the evening 
of being one of four top 


Newcastle Jets 


a 


Kosmina 
SOCUFE aS 
Adelaide Utd 

' change Owners 


‘Adelaide United coach John Kosmina’s Job Is not under 
any threat afier the club changed ownership 
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ing coach John Kosmina were "Given an ounce of kick we "Kossic has the final say at 


deiaide United have has ever witnessed, all due for a season review with should have won the champi- the end of the day. I'll sit down 
changed owners this "The deal was done on a Bianco this week. onship as well as the premier- ‘with Kosice and Viddie (assis 
week as Nick Bianco handshake," Petrillo told The Kosmina’s job was not under ship. tant coach Aurelio Vidmar). 
‘and the Bianco group tock Advertiser, "They've been any threat, Perillo added. *But we've got to take the “We'llreview the playing list, 
over from Gordon Pickard. friends for over 30 years and "Kossie has a two-year con- club to the next step." ‘what's available and where we 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, Reds! chief executive they oth agreed on every- tract,” he said. Petrillo revealed that the may need to strengthen, And 
Glebe. NSW. 2037 Michael Petrillo said it was one thing.” tls performance this year wouldnt dabble ito Kosminats well make sure it is under the 
Tithe most amicable deals he Petrillo said the staf includ- has been fantastic. squad selections. salary cap." 
eprror 
Mark Stavroulakis 7 
— FFA and Player Agent 
zr | Muscat picks up and Player Agents 
PICTURE EDITOR 


work together 


agents wide range of issues that the 
‘dbourne Victory captain [I agents wished to address. 
Kevin Muscat has won ies football industry “We had to wait patiently 
A-League club's 7 ‘i for a long time, as we onder- 
imangural Victory Medal for | 1 i stood FFA had a lot oa ther 
Player of the Year. 


Muscat picked up 21 votes to 
claim the award, with Richard 
Kitzbichler finishing second on 17. 


of the Year. Operations Manager Rob 

*T didn't expect this at all,” Muscat ‘Abemethy, were just two of 
said. "To be honest I haven't even several FFA management 
prepared a speech.” ee ‘who met with the majority of 
"Td like to thank the players most ‘Australia’s licensed player 
of all Its an honour to be named as agents at a recent Sydney 
the first Victory medalist, but isthe A ae on summit to discuss A-League ae . 
players who snake it all worthwhile." aeard regulations and future plan- ie mre a ann, 
"if you believed everything that = ning, collective bargaining informative pay ed 
vans yeoen yout tink he yer wax "0" fa cmeiphed, Bis ee 08, agreements, agent regulations i ‘attended by more than twenty 


‘who breach FIFA regulations 
when using unlicensed 
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VICTORIA: pecs ia 
FLL Press P/L 72 Gipps Street, a huge disappointment (for the club), and we're looking to an even better | and their policing, academies, of irre agents from 
Collingwood VIC 3066 but that's not the case. The positives Year next ssason- development, and 2 further around the county. 


“The agents were brought 
day stay will be this Sunday, 19 vp to date with the plans and 
March, when they line up for | ules for next season's A- 
Numberg I (FC Numberg's | League and joined united 
reserve team) in an Oberfiga | with FFA ina commitment 'o 
‘match against PC Ismaning. educating players, especially 
“Both players are tight in the | young players and eis far 
frame for national team selection | lies, as to the risks of getting 
sthead of the World Cap and the | involved with high profiie 
Bundesliga would be an ideal | unlicensed opersors, who 
stage for them to state their case talk big plans, but deliver 
netting eight goals to finish the recently penned a three-year deal to Gaus Hiddink,” said McKanna. | caseer- endangering trouble. 

defensive pair Michael Marines, equal top goal scorer. with FC Numberg. g 
Beauchamp and Dean _ PCNumberg currently sit 12th “This is an excellent opportu- Mi E young Aussic players in 
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Heenan departed Sydney in the Bundeslign with nine nity for both Michael and Dean i ‘Burope right now, in trouble 
today (Tuesday 14 March) for rounds remaining in the regular and one that they thoroughly ne to the nature of poorly 
Noremburg in Germany to seasonand is home wo World Cup deserve after the seasons they've constricted. deals, done by 


wiper ona ten-day trial with bound internationals Jan Polak had,” sud McKcnna. ‘unlicensed agents. I think it 
Bundesliga outfit FC (Czech Republic) and Javier “The Bundesliga is one of the is Gar to say from the mood 
Pinola (Argentina) top leagues inthe world, et alone of the meeting, that we 
Weauchamp and Heffeman, Should either Beauchamp or Burope and Michael and Dean ceocouraged FFA lo put a stop 
who have made 45 Hyundai A-  HefTeman be successful in their fave shown enough this season to its’ 10 the rot, and they have 


Teague appearances between ‘al they will join an exclusive sge0St Te the people at FC that play aged to work with us ciose- 
ftom, were two of the Hyundai crop of Australian playing in Number tit they are worthy of ty, inctoding two forums each 
‘A-League standouts in 2005106, _ Germany's top flight, includ: competing at their level” ; year to address issues in out 


tteformereaming acallup tothe ing former youth intermational The key moment of area of the game”, added 
Qantas Socceroos and the latter striker Joshua Kennedy, who only Beauchamp and Heffernan’s ten- ‘Tamer. 
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BOBBY IS MOST GLORIOUS 


By Richard Kreider 


obby Despotoyski confirmed his 
stafus as the greatest player ever to 
put on a Perth Glory shirt by win- 

ning the club’s prestigious Most Glorious 
Player (MGP) trophy for an unprece- 
dented fourth occasion. 

Not a bad outcome for the 
stiker considering the club had to entice 
Despotovski out of retirement atthe end of 
the final National Soccer League season. 

The MGP award was presented to 
Despotovski last Friday at Members Equity 
Stadium at a Testimonial gathering for both 
Despotovski and twice-winning MGP 
recipient, wing-back Scott Miller, wo are 
the only players remaining from the 1996 
inugural season. 

Despotovski has feared in 231 first 
class games and netted 110 goals for Glory 
aed Miller, who receatly announced his 


ly surprised that he had won, 

Despotovski in fact collected two gongs 
on the night including the Player's Player 
award, as did promising midfielder Nick 
Ward, who accepted both the supporter's 
and coaches best player trophies. 

The other presentations went to Billy 
Celeski, who won the Mel Moffat media 
award, David Tarka was voted clabman of 
the year and goalkeeper Jason Petkovic 
received the volunteer's award. 

The Testimonial weekend con:luded on 
the Sunday with a friendly match involving 
plethora of former Glory players and ex- 
Socceroos, including Robbie Zatica, Tony 
Franken, Damian Mori, Brad Maloney, 
Shaun Murphy, Alistair Edwards, Craig 
Foster and Jason Petkovic, Glory favourites 
like Vinko Baljubasic, Shane Pryce and Vas 
Kalogeracos were also invited to play, as 
was ex-West Coast Eagles champion, Glen 
Jakovich. 


Rear (L-R): Robbie Zabica, Nicky Mrdja, Craig Deans, Shane Pryce, Tom Maras, Anthony Carbone, 
Danny Hay, Tony Franken, Shaun Murphy, Vince Matassa, Nick Ward, Jason Petkovic, Naum Sekulovski, 
Danny Milosevic, Simon Colosimo. 

Centre: Paul McVittle, Matt Horsley, Paul Strudwick, Scott Miller, Gareth Naven, Brad Hassell, Jamie 
Harnwell, Andre Gumprecht, Alan Mackenzie, Cralg Naven, Dale Wingell, Bobby Despotovski. 
Front: ‘Team mascot’ Bob Figg . 


the Queensland club. His 
strong performances through- 
out the season kept the Roar’s 
chances alive, though in the 
end, Miron Bleiberg’s side 
dropped far too many points in 
the first-half of the season, 
resulting in marginally missing 
‘out on the finals series. 

From New Zealand, 


Giory's first coach, Gary Marocchi, was 

in charge of Bobby's team and Alan Vest 

took the reigns of Scott’s side. 
sits ite was former IPA oii 


retirement, has 227 matches and 17 goals 
against his name, Both have won two NSL 
championships. After receiving the award 
from club Technical Manager Mich 
d’Avray, Despotovski said he was genuine- 


super players in the side ths 
season! The experience from 
the likes of Alvin Ceccoli, 


Steve Corica and Dwight 
Joseph Carlucci The players have been phe- population, and one only hopes Yorke was required for te 
nomenal, performing beyond that the Kiwi club does get teams success, though what 

PMABCUARALALENGWE intial expectations, as have the their act together, both on and 
ae 


His flair and creativity add to 
the excitement every supporter 
wish to see week-in week-out. 

Finally Adelaide, well in the 
end it was a disappointment 
not getting another shot at 
Sydney FC. Their tremendous 
season though does stand them. 
{in good stead for next season. 
One man who has been a 


‘The Young Matildas gained 
qualification to the U19 AFC 
‘Women's Championship to be 
held in Malaysia in April 

The Matildas will have their 
work cut out against power- 
house China, though should 
certainly do well against the 
hhos's Malaysia and mianows 
Jordan, A wonderful achieve- 


shout the younger guys inthe 
crates who pig int te lft frsnentW0. form of fee Thea 

fit season were not 100% Above all ese though, com> Gene, and David Comey cn 
sure as to how the season  gratulations to the FFA CEO ss 


The fen Ate pcokiaaisasonaenigian, — joha ONG aul ke ieniof 0 ee 


pipes: tebe These boys were briliant, although the Kiwiside's results mountain for opponents 10 meat by the team, and we'll be 
Allround. tis safeto sy, fom ‘none AeLeagoe coach gotto members, for the emendous considering their youthful 20 were very diseppointing, 1 ovewome as been the club's closely following the Young 
the of the s0y niire playing squad vision they and 22 years of age respective- would have to say Jeremy in, Ross Aloisi. Matildas’ campaign in 
ne pores. beading into the campaign. resus hat they have managed yin thei pe ee uae 
players, coaching staff and "'revnd of applets the te orodlce ly, formances Caravel alaysia. 
‘club management, it has been bi noel Produce in season one. seasor, exceeding certainly did not do their careers any Readers turn to page 13 for 
eatin Waal ee ee en inva Pa on Kon hre wea Wa Woon tors. hharm with their performances. ‘Mark Stayrowlakis’ “From 
ei Girmaiet clubs, seven of the eight A- efor profesional competi" Grand-Finalists’, Central Both boys shoud hold tes the dressing sheds" weekly 
{ca spon that has srugled Teague clubs managed to con- tonto kickoff androl-on? It gat Marines, boasted ce headsup high eventhough the ae 
Mane daily nublcaders,  ‘S#enly bring inthe supporters has been a longtime coming, tinly one of the A-League’s club did fail miserably in the 
Major daily publications, tp their home matches, New and finaly, we have ithere! est hates ition, 
bees RE Zealand Knights being the only Let's bring on A-League Beauchamp. The former From Western Australia, 
od, have jumped onto the band- sep ucla ee pessoa Purramatta Power defender has 20-year-old midfielder, Nick 
agen, supporting the most MODADIY the maior downfall o been in exceptional form, and Ward, has been an enormous 
followed sport in the world, Yeh eee ad MEAGUES GH should definitely be high con- ray-of ight to a Perth Glocy 
eanmiaena’ ees John PERFORMERS IN SEAS@M ONE sideration for Guus Hiddick side that failed to liveup to 
Thumbs up thus to all; " ars tee ‘Sydney FC won the champi- come World Cup time. their high standards set in the 
torre ‘important market due to their onship,anddid they havesome From Melbourne, who cn old NSL. Ward’s important 
Took rast the fine exploits of goals and great performances 
Archie Thompson! He obvi- have already put his name into promntrs ee lore Posen of 
cusly was a huge loss to the the Socceroos’ mix, and one Z 1 
Vinton, tough is move b cnbttir baton rt | | AH AD COACH 
Hollatd could certainly pley this youngster will be part of 
STALLIONS iS fe Sasa farce th acct Work Cp carpe WOMENS 


Neweastl Jets’ had a mixed 
season in the end, highs and 
lows culminating with that 
poor run of home form that 
cost the side a shot at Adelaide 
inited for a Grand-Final bert, 

Nick Carle though was 
aguin a stand out performer. 


come June at the World Cup. 

Up North, and Queenslard 
Roar bad a strong finish tothe 
season, although missing out 
‘on the Finals series. Alex 
Brosque, who will vest the 
‘Sydney FC shirt next season, 
was certainly a: huge asset 10 


Playing in the 
North West Sydney Women's Soccer Competition 


For further information contact 
Luke Andrews 
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Marconi Stallions 
US 


See yourself at the XVI McDonald’s Kanga Cup 2006 


Participate in 
Australasia's biggest 
Youth Tournament 
~ during the actual 
season! 


Wollongong Wolves 


duly 9-16, 2006 
July 8-15, 
Canberra, Australia 


Marconi Stadium 


Kick off: 7.30pm 


Grade 20: 5.30pm 
Your chance to WIN a limited edition ball signed by the 
2006 Marconi Stallions. See match day program for details. 


2007 


Proudly Sponsored by: 


balmaincommercial 
2.02 ERa 


P- 6126260 4000 
E - kangacup@capitalfootball.com.au 


Hosted by @ ato 
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ASIAN CUP QUALIFICATION 
IN HIDDINK'S HANDS 


could only play out a dismal 
goalless draw with Kuwait a 
week later. 

The stalemate left the 
Bahrainis with a solitary 
point from two qualifiers and 
resulted in the sacking of 
coach Luka Peruzoyic. It 
might have ended differently 
for the unfortunate Peruzovic 
who paid the price for start- 
ing the Asian Cup the way 
his World Cup qualification 
attempt had ended. Last 
November Bahrain were 
edged out of the two-legged 
playoff by Trinidad and 
Tobago and, in truth, 
Peruzovie never fully recov- 
ered. 

Meanwhile, the future of 
Kuwait's Romanian coach 
Mihai Stoichita remains in 
the balance after starting the 
campaign with a draw 
against minnows Lebanon. 
Stoichita's contract with the 
Kawaiti national side is up 
for renewal in July but after a 
string of disappointing 
results, pundits are predict- 
ing he will follow Peruzovic 
‘out of the door. 


By Marc Fox 


ustralia's chances of 
participating in 
their first-ever 


Asian Cup finals have been 
given a helping hand by the 
early capitulation of their 
Group D rivals. 

With closest. challengers 
Bahrain and Kuwait already 
one-third of the way through 
qualifying, neither has 
recorded a victory. 

‘The results leave the 
Socceroos top of the table 
despite having played one 
game less and with all three 
home matches to look for- 
ward to. Having completed 
arguably the toughest fixture 
in Bahrain already, a place in 
the 2007 Asian Cup to be co- 
hosted by Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand and 
Vietnam looks odds on at this 
carly stage. 

Following their fragment- 
ed second-half display in the 
opener against Australia late 
last month, Bahrain - need- 
ing a win to keep alive their 
chances of second-place - 


Kuwait have never 
reached the highs achieved 
some 26 years ago when the 
Gulf nation won the 1980 
Asian Cup on home soil. 

Australia start the serious 
business of Asian Cup quali- 
fying soon after the World 
Cup with a home fixture 
against second-placed 
Kuwait in August. With the 
turmoil surrounding the visi- 
tors’ coaching situation a sec- 
ond straight victory is 
ex; 

Although whether the 
Socceroos will actually be in 
any better shape in terms of 
their own coaching set-up 
remains uncertain, 

Last week's comments 
from Football Federation 
Australia chief executive 
John O'Neill indicate: Guus 
Hiddink isn't liable to be 
around come the August 
qualifier. "Its unlikely Guus 
will be staying with us," 
ONeill told reporters. after 
Sydney FC's 1-0 grand final 
win 

"It was never expected 
that be would (and) nothing 


we have talked about has 
indicated that he will be stay- 
ing on.” 

ONeill's remarks are sure 
to fuel media speculation 
linking Hiddink with a sum- 
ber of top international posts. 

‘The Dutchman's burgeon- 
ing reputation is such that he 
seems likely to be able to 
pick and choose the projects 
he decides to undertake. 

So highly is he considered 
in footballing circles, it is 
reported, for instance, that 
Hiddink is the only non- 
British member of the 
English Football Association 
shortlist of candidates to 
replace outgoing coach 
‘Sven-Goran Eriksson. 

Meanwhile, the PSV boss 
and the Russian football gov- 
eming body have jointly 
played down rumours of his 
imminent move to the hot 
seat of Russia's national 
team. 

Hiddink has constantly 
maintained he will not break 
his contract at the Dutch 
champions of which 12 
‘months remain. His obstina- 


cy almost certainly counts 
him out of the running for 
Eriksson's position with the 
FA unmoving on the need for 
a full-time coach from day 
one. 

However, Hiddink's 
unwillingness to discuss 
lengthening his contract with 
the FFA suggests he feels the 
chance of clinching a top 
European national post is 
imminent. 

Furthermore, PSV's con- 
clusive elimination from the 
Champions League at the 
hands of French champions 
Lyon might make Hiddink 
think twice about his loyalty 
in Eindhoven. 

‘The upside for Australia, 
of course, is that even if 
Hiddink's Socceroo reign is 
limited, his focus on their 
World Cup adventure has 
just been strengthened by 
PSV's exit. With the Dutch 
leaders expected to retain 
their Eredivisie title this sea- 
son, Hiddink might just have 
that extra bit of time to plot 
the defeats of Japan and 
‘Croatia, 


yene 


y FC is keen to 
share its Hyundai A- 
League success with 

the peopl, and will under- 
take a two-week tour of 
schools and football clubs 
to thank the Sydney people 
for their support. 

‘Sydney FC players have a 
busy schedule attending 
school and football clubs, 
conducting clinics and talk- 
ing to the future stars of the 
game as well as giving some 
Kids a chance to get their 
hhands on the A-League tro- 
phy. 


"Tt was always part of our 
marketing plans to put 
together and deliver a mean- 
ingful Community Program 
to help drive exposure and 
impact for the A-League in 
Sydney," Sydney FC CEO 
Tim Parker said. 

"We have been doing vis- 
its all season but the end of 
the A-League coincides with 
the start of junior football so 
this is our critical time." 

"The players will be 
attending everything from 
schools to football clubs, 
even shopping malls and 


Sydney's club captain Mark Rudan soaks up the 
Grand-Finals atmosphere victory 


gala days to make sure we 
support the Sydney sporting 
‘community, which has been 
so. supportive of Sydney 
Fer 


"We had planned many 
visits and promotions for the 
next three weeks but that 
number is swelling by the 
day as more and more clubs 
and schools approach us fol- 
Jowing the win on Sunday.” 

"We are starting to see the 
benefits of winning the A- 
League and the fact that 
more than 250,000 people 
watched us play in Sydney 
alone this year. Add to that 
the exposure from around 
Australia and some parts of 
the world and it has been a 
very successful year.” 

Captain Mark Rudan said 
the players are looking for- 
ward to sharing the moment 
with the fans. 

"The whole year has been 
amazing with the start of the 
‘A-League and the thing we 
‘have spoken about the most 
since Sunday has been the 
crowd and the way the peo- 
ple of Sydney have been 
behind Sydney FC and foot- 
ball," Rudan said. 

“The next few weeks are 
all about getting out to as 
many as possible to say 
thank you and also convert a 
few more youngsters into 
‘Sydney FC fans.” 


number of players 
eras pi 


Hyundai 
A-League Grand Final last 
‘week took part in a three- 
day camp in Canberra for 
the Qantas Under 23 squad 
who will next year attempt 
to qualify for the 2008 
Beijing Olympic Games. 
Victorious Sydney FC 
players Jacob Timpano, 
Ruben Zadkovich, Mark 
Milligan, Wade Oostendorp. 
Justin Pasfield and Tolgay 
Ozbey were joined by 
Central Coast Mariners trio 
Dany Vukovic, Nigel 
Boogaard and Russell 
Woodruffe amongst an 18- 
strong squad that were put 
through their paces by 
Qantas Socceroos assistant 
coach Graham Arnold at the 


Sydney FC's 
Mark Milligan was 
rewarded for his efforts 
this year with a call-up 
to the U23 Olyroos 
camp last week 
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Australian Institute of Sport. 

A squad of 18 player 
attended a similar camp a 
‘month ago with ten Hyundai 
‘A-League players involved. 

Only players fom those 
clubs not involved in the 
finals series were considered 
‘on that occasion, while this 
camp allows the chance for 
players whose clubs fea- 
tured in the Hyundai A- 
League finals to attend. 

Both camps are intended 
to be part of the carly stages 
of the player identification 
process for the campaign 
with a focus primarily on 
fitness, physiology and med- 
ical testing. 

‘An camp for the many 
‘overseas Australians should 
take place at the conclusion 
‘of their European seasons 
where the Australian man- 
agement will run their eye on 
which players they may be 
able to select from abroad 
clubs. 

The squad for the March 
‘AIS camp was: 

Nigel Boogaard (Central 
Coast Mariners), Mark 
Bridge (Newcastle Jets), 
Robert Cornthwaite 
(Adelaide United), Tarek 
Elrich (Newcastle Jets), 
Tony Hatzis (Adelaide 
United), Jay Lucas (Marconi 
Stallions, NSW), Michael 
Matricciani (Adelaide 
Urited), Mark Milligan 
(Sydney FC), Stuart 
Musialik (Newcastle Jets), 
‘Wade Oostendorp (Sydney 
FC), Justin Pasfield (Sycney 
FC), Tim Smits (Pine Rivers, 


uled to commence next 
February and will se the top 
three teams qualifying in 
addition to China who qual- 
ify automatically as the host 
nation. Unlike the previous 
three men's Olympic football 
tournaments there will be no 
over-age: players eligible to 
compete in Beijing. 


Qld), Jacob Timpano 
(Sydney FC), Danny 
Vukovic (Central Coast 
Mariners), Jobe Wheelhouse 
(Newcastle Jets), Russell 
Woodruffe (Central Coast 
Mariners), Ruben Zadkavich 
(Sydney FC), Tolgay Ozbey 
(Sydney FC) 

The U-23 Asian Olympic 
qualifiers is currently sched- 


Qu departs 
Australia 


‘A-League news, China international Shenqing Qu 

hhas ended his stay with Adelaide United. The expe- 

striker is retarning to China's C-League 

and told Min Le Resource: "Australia's not bad, but 
after all it will never be better than my home town, 

“Going there my 
(immediate) family wasn't 
particularly willing and 
my (extended) family 
were all in Shanghai. T 
also had to look after my 
wife and child, so T want- 
ed to continue to pursue 
my career in China." 

Qu is in negotiations 
with former club 
Shanghai Shenhua. 

Qu’s loss will be sorely 
missed by the Reds who 
did wonders under the 
Chinese International. 

sven goals for the 


Shenging Qu has 
club, a few which made ded his stay with 
the highlight reels at Fox 
Sports, along with his skill and creativity was something 
special that was seen in John Kosmina’s side. 

‘The Reds willbe looking fora suitable replacement for 


Qu with a number of options, Paul Agostino has been seen 
as one of them. 


ABSW (@) 
208 


RUBEN'S JUST 
RIGHT FOR SYDNEY 


first-choice after signing as a With a final appearance Like Zadkovich, Brosque cut stay home fora couple of sea- 
short-term replacement for and a new contract with the hislosses to retum home after gon provokes the obvious 


‘Ufuk Talay in January, reigning champions, 2006 struggling overseas and reply, 
Zadkovich bas followed in had already been some year ended up being one of the  "T definitely do think so 
the footsteps of Spase before Zadkovich received _ finds ofthe season. now! Zadkovich said, "For 


Dilevski and Ryan Townsend the news of his call-up to the Seven goals in his final young Australians who want 
in swapping life in England’s Australian under-23 training eight games in Queensland to play at a high standard in 
footballing nether regions for camp in preparation for the even eamed the 22-year-old — frontof big crowds, it’s a per- 
regular game-time in the squad Australia will send to the Fox Sports player of the fect arena to play in. 
rapidly expanding set-up the 2008 Olympic Games in year award. {came back from England 
down under, Beijing. The pair are perfect ambas- because I knew the A-League 
And he will be all too ‘However, there's more to — sadors for the host of young —_ was a good place to become a 
aware that Dilevski eamed a come from the confident Aussies playing their trade better player and Ihave really 
rapid Socceroo call-up for Zadkovich who doesn't tum overseas. enjoyed being with Sydney 
February's Asian Cup qualifi- 20 until May. An 18-year-old Zadkovich — FC. 
er with Bahrain after Sydney supporters are followed his dream to Europe We have a great group of 
sparkling for Queensland already looking forward to only to realise that with the players and there was only 
Roar in the inaugural season. how the team shapes up next development of the A-League one club I wanted to play for, 
Sydney couldn’t wait to year following his recruit- his greatest chance of top- Having played overseas I can 
tum Zadkovich's short-term ment and that of Alex flight football was in the tell you this is better than 
deal into a permanent move Brosque, another left-sided country he had recently aban- what is on offer over there for 
and he put pen to paper on 2 player who impressed every-  doned. To him, the question local players." 
two-year deal over grand final onte with his perseverance of whether teenagers with the 
weekend, through an indifferent season. potential to succeed should 


‘Sydney FC’s Ruben Zadkovich (right) celebrates the Grand-Final win with 
fellow star player Steve Corica 
Marc Fox difficult season for County ling to avoid relegation but 
By Mare Fex the year before under the slowly and surely we crept 
guidance of caretaker manag- away and I think I started 
ydney _mfdfielder ran Richardson. every game at the end of the 
Ruben Zadkovich's After scoring on his debut season. 
fexplosion onto the last March, Zadkovich "Things were going really 
domestic scene couldn’t retained his place under well for me.I yot rman of the 
have fitted the FFA tem- Richardson until the end of match and player of the 
plate any tighter. the season as the strugglers month awards and also got 
In the A-League blueprint, dragged themselves free of noticed for the Australian 
the Australian football gov- relegation to the Football under-20 team and went 10 
eming body made itclear that Conference. the World Youth 
players like Zadkovich were That impressive series of Championships in The 
‘exactly the type they wanted displays following his switch Netherlands. 
to focus on. from Queens Park Rangers - "But when I came back 
‘They were keen to encour the London club for whombe from the Championships, 
age young, Australian, inter- failed to make an impression Notts had gotten rid of the 
national pedigree talent like on the first team -eamed him caretaker manager 
the 19-year-old home from a call-up from Ange (Richardson) and replaced 
overseas to play in the domes Postecoglou for the 2005 him with a new manager 
tic competition while pkin- World Youth Championships. (Thordarson). He basically 
ning to avoid losing such In Holland, Zadkovich signed three or four new mid- 
players 0 second-tier started the final group match fielders and I knew then I was 
European clubs in the future against Japan after debuting going to be up against it. 
altogether. in the toumament a a sec- "He made it quite clear that 
For a player who couldn’: ond-half substitute inthe mid- 1 wasn’t in his plans and I did- 
break into League Two strug- dle game against the tlented n't think I was being treated 
alers Notts County's firs, hosts. right by the coaching staff. At 
team earlier this season, However, on his retum to the same time the A-League 
‘Zadkovich has engineered a Meadow Lane he just could- was taking off and I thought 
remarkable turnaround in for- n’'tforce his way intothe firs- about what my chances of 
tunes. foam reckoning as the going home and getting 
Only six months ago, he youngster recently recounted involved were." 
was failing to even make his in an interview with the offi- Notts County's loss is ff 
mark in England's lowest pro- cial A-League website. Sydney's gain. Zadkovich is] ‘ jon\forms will be available from our Website or by contacting the 3 
Gre tier after the arrival "I ni eee recrve (Aes Geos ; “Federation office on 55799544 
of Gudjon Thordarson 2s team football at QPR in the based players Postecoglou 
coach. With barely a first Championship but it became selected for the under-20s al please do-tot hesitate to contact the office 
team run-out, apparent that I wasn't going tournament in Holland to 
Thordarson decided io to get frst team foothall," retum to Australian shores 
release the disconsolate Zadkovich told wwwa- since the A-League's incep- 


Wollongong-bom midfielder — lesghe com.au, tion. . Be eaten 
back in sping. "So I transferred to Notts That is some going for 2 Nt ; ieee ier ec 
The incoming manager's County in the Third Division fledgling league barely seven |} ¢ ot ote al 

snap decision seemed particu- (now League TWo) and sturt- months old. Not only that, the 


larly harsh on Zadkovich after ed in the first four games and Hoare cas 
he had received acclaim ina did well. Notts were strug- himself immediately into 
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FARIA ON FIRE 


ae 


‘arconi coach Brian Brown 

urged his A-League 

colleagues to have a look at 
his midfielder Tony Faria, after he pro- 
duced another scintillating perform- 
ance in the 2-0 win over Manly United 
FC. on Saturday night. 

Faria took his goalscoring tally to five 
in four games by notching a double, 
Which took his club to the outright lead of 
the Vodafone Premier League table 

“Tony would be an ideal A-League 
player — be has a brilliant left foot, has 
speed to bum and he scorés goals,” 
Brown said. 

Ail those attributes were on display as 
Faria cut a swathe through his former 


lacktown City Demons ended 

Sydney United's faultless start 

to the Vodafone Premier 
League season, by inflicting a 3-1 
defeat on the former joint leaders at 
Fairfax Community Stadium on 
Saturday night. 

‘The Demons did it with only ten men, 
for the last hour of the game, after mid- 
fielder and former Sydney United player 
Kain Rastall had been handed two early 
cautions 

Blacktown led from a smart goal in 
the tenth minute, when towering defend 
et Bobby Dragas headed in at the far 
post rom an Ante Deur free kick on the 
right 

“The Demons went bvo up in the 22nd 
minute, when a cross from the left by 
Luke Roodenburg proved too much for 
Joe Vrkic to clear and the ball fell invit- 
ingly for Deur, who rifled his shot past 
Stacey Alogdellis. 


club. His first goal in the 36th minute was 
all down to speed, as he latched onto a 
through ball from Brad Maloney to beat 
goalkeeper Brad Swancott with a drive. 

His second was all skill, as he played a 
deft one-two with Jay Lucas, before he 
snuck past some flimsy Manly defence to 
tuck away a shot beneath an advancing 
‘Swancott, Faria could have easily made it 
three had referee Craig Pearce not pulled 
up another opportunity, for offside, in the 
dying stages of the match. 

It was a huge result for the Stallions, 
who went top of the table after arch-rivals 
and previous co-leader Sydney United 
were defeated by Blacktown City. But 
Brown isn’t getting too far aheed of him- 
self, despite his side’s impressive start to 
the season, 


vaca, Marconi Stallions 


“There is still along way to go and we 
need to stay focused on the job at hand,” 
Brown said, 

“It’s nice to be atthe top four weeks in, 
but you have to tise to the challenge each 
week to stay there and so we'll take it one 
week at a time.” 


“EV Manly United Fc 


NECEVSKI 


Tolgay Ozbey scorer of 
Blacktown City’s third goal 
With United attacking hard for most 
of the second half it needed Demons’ 
‘keeper, Ivan Necevski, to be at his bri 
liant best to preserve his team’s lead. 
Jn a true man-of the-match perfor 


FOILS UNITED! 


s& Blacktown City Demons 


@ Sydney United 


3 
1 


mance, the giant keeper saved superbly 
from Pablo Cardozo, Tallan Martin and 
Vikic. 

Blacktown settled it in the 82nd 
minute, when a Deur comer on the left, 
was gloved into the net at the near post 
by Alogdellis, under intense pressure 
from Tolgay Ozbey. 

In the 87th minute, substitute Ben 
Vidaic climbed well to nod home a cross 
from Martin, after Ivo Bosnar had done 
some excellent spade work. 

It was too late to make a difference. 
‘The hard work had already been done by 
the Demons’ defence, with Mirko Jurilj 
and Damien Foxe outstanding and 
Nevevski at his very best. 


BOSEVSKI EAR 


By Greg Stock 


ydney Olympic boss Michael 
‘Uruikalo returned to the coaches 
bench in impressive style, guiding 
his side to a 241 win over the ailing 
Sutherland Sharks at Seymour Shaw 
Park on Saturday night 
Having been suspended for his team’s 
last game back in round two, Urukalo lift 
ed his club to their first win of the season. 
Olympic played with ten men for the last 
third of the game after Lewis Gikas was 
dismissed, 


“The way we played tonight didn't con- 
cem me —we came here wanting the three 
points and we got them,” Urukalo said. 

Led by Nick Bosevski and midfielder 
Anthony Doumanis, Olympic traded 
punches with the Sharks during an enter- 
taining first half, Peter McPherson bobbed 
up for a rare goal, in the 18th minute, 
before Mitchell Prentice replied with a 
rocket which goalkeeper Cem Aili bare- 
ly saw, as it thundered into the net eleven 
minutes later. 

Bosevski sloted home a miscued cross 
on 32 minutes, but it was a physical sec- 


‘Blacktown City Demons ...3 le Cat Fatah 25, 24 


{8 Dragas 10, ADaur 22, TOxney az) Pad Cart Rasa 
(8 Visi 27) ‘iki, Mian So ot ‘Daou 73), 
Ante je Halon, 


Zeic Vidal 85), Pablo, Carcaza 
| Brown 57), Kein Rasta Ants Dour Coach: Zitko Arambasic. 
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NS OLYMPIC FIRST WIN 


ond half that had most of the 1,000 strong 
crowd on their feet, 

Gikas was sent off just after the hour 
for an off the ball incident, which set the 
stage for a home team fightback. 

Sutherland was unable to muster much 
despite the numerical advantage. The 
result left the Sharks winless and botiom, 
of the table, 

“We are improving as a side, but we 
lack that key striker who can put away 
chances,” Sutherland coach Stewart 
Porter sid. 

Conversely, Urikalo was happy to push 


the claims of Boseyski, whom he 
described as a “class act.” 


“Why Nick isn’t playing A-League is 
beyond me,” Urukalo said, 
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By Paul Goodwin 


! dam Casey scored a hat-trick, 

A including a late winner, as 

Wollongong overturned a 0-2 

deficit to score a stunning 32 upset 

vietory over: defending Premiers 

Bankstown City Lions at Melita 
Stadium on Sunday evening. 

‘There was no hint of what was to come, 
when in the fourh minute, Daniel 
| Severino bent a beautiful free kick around 
the Wolves’ wall from the edge of the box 

The shot rebounded off the keeper, 
Nathan Denham, 2nd the loose ball was 
tucked away by Marino Musumeci. 

Nor was it apparent after Bankstown hit 
the post in the 13th minute, or when, five 


a — 


Robert Mileski (left) in action for 
Bansktown City 


Bankstown City Lions .....2 
(Marion Musume, own goal) 
Wollongong Wolves .....3 
(Adam Casey x 3} 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS: Ziatko 
Joseyski, Matt Pressello, Steve Liavas, Peter 
Tsekenis, Shane Webb, George Nehra, 
Mariro Musumeci (Carlo Musutrici 43), 
Danie! Severino, Robert Milesii (Sean Babic: 
51), Chima Nwaogazi, Mathew Borg (Phil 
Maleys 52) 

Subs not usset GK Wan Kovacest, Ibrahin 
Hay 


Afi (Karan 
Michaels 89), Dustin Wels, Adam Casoy. 
Subs: not used: RGK Daniel Colinson, 
Vedran Jaganjec, Aioune Badara Ndiaye 
Coach Eddie Tesoro 
Faeroe: Pater Vrikovski 
Assistant Relerees: Sarah He, Sharon 
‘ONail: 
Fourth Official: Jose Da Siva 


'& Wollongong Wolves 


minutes into the second half, Severino's 
shot rebounded off a Wolves" defender 
and into the net for a 2-0 lead to the Lions. 

The Wolves kept plugging away and 
were rewarded in the 54th minute, when 
‘Casey found the net with a header, 

But things looked decidedly different, 
when in the 6lst minute, Casey tuned 
smartly on the edge of the box and hit 
low shot past Bankstown keeper, Zlatko 
Tosevski. 

With time running out, Geoye Nobra 
switched a high ball across field to 
Severino, whose swerving aud dipping 
volley from just outside the box was 
superbly saved by the Wolves “keeper. 

Right on time, Bankstown was hit by a 
sensational winner for the visitors 

A long through ball from out of the 
Wolves’ defence found Casey, and be 
went on to beat the keeper with a tidy 
finish, It was the first Vodafone Premier 
League win for the Wolves and their first 
season coach Eddie Tesoro, and a great 
reward for sticking to their task throughout 
a difficult match. 


Adam Casey's (right) hat-trick gave the Wolves a come 
behind win 


Raul Blanco’s Parramatta left it 
date against A.P.1LA. 


with APJIA-Leichhardt in a 1-1 
draw. 

Blanco’s side are still ooking for their 
first. win of the season. They can thank 
some first balf complacency for allow- 
ing an opportunity to kick start their sea- 
sson stip through their fingers, 

“Our first half was abysmal — we lack 
intensity and at this level you can’t give 
sides a 45 minute start and expect to 
win,” Blanco said. 

‘The Eagles did it the hard way, wait- 
ing till the 89th minute for substitute 
Michael Dowling to find the back of the 
not. The Eagles midfield maestro Leo 
Carle laid on a beautiful ball for 


Dovling to put beyond Tigers goalkeep- 
‘er Mitchell Blowes. But Blanco was far 
from impressed, giving his side a verbal 
kick in the pants, 

“L expected more from this game and 
I am disappointed,” Blanco said. “We 
are taking too long to wind up and that’s 
something we must change.” 

His counterpart Les De Celis will be 
disappointed in the behaviour of key 
midfielder Grant Last. Referee Peter 
Vitkovski gave Last a second yellow 
card with just seconds of the match 
remaining, for backchat, which gives 
Last a mandatory one week ban, 


LAST GASP PARRA FOILS TIGERS 


Peter Peralta scored the Tigers goal in 
the 41st minute, when he volleyed home 
across from Steve Bozinovski. 


‘The Tigers elected to sit back and 
defend the lead, only to be pipped at the 
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Sydney Olympic coach Michael 
Urukalo has lashed out at a handful of sup- 
posed Sydney Olympic fans, who have 
been responsible for a hate campaign. 
Urukalo had two tyres on his car slashed 
on Saturday night while his team was 
defeating Sutherland. 

Police have opened enquiries into the 
vandalism, “The actions of these peopl is 
nothing short of disgraceful — it's been 
five tyres in three weeks and enough is 
enough,” said Urikalo, 


TRANSFER 
NEWS 


Marconi looks like being the first club 
to dip into the A-League transfer market, 
agreeing to terms with former New 
Zealand Knights midfielder Naoki Imaya. 

His former team mate in Auckland, 
Zenon Caravella is likely to sign with his 
old club Sydney Olympic this week and 
could be an outside chance of playing 
against Bankstown City Lions this 
‘Wednesday night (tomorrow). 

Former Socceroo defender Jason Van 


Bletk is set Wo return to football in the 
Vodafone Premier League, after coming 
through two weeks of training with 
APLA-Leithhardt. 

‘Van Blerk has not graced a Tigers shirt 
since the NSL season of 1991/2, but is 
expected to sign this week and could be a 
shock starter for the Tigers in their clash 
with Sydney Olympic next Sunday. 


SCHEINFLUG 
SETS HIGH 
GOALS 


New Sydney Olympic Football 
Director of Coaching Les Scheinflug 
wants to help the club recapture past glo- 
ties, 

The former Australian national youth 
coach and Socceroo coach is one of the 
most highly respected figures in 
Australian football, with his coaching 
career spanning 30 years. 

‘Scheinflug will offer advice to all 
Sydney Olympic coaches, including cur- 
rent Vodafone Premier League manager, 


AT 


BLACKTOWN . 3 
SYDNEY UNITED . 

‘The Demons sent Ur 
their fint defeat of the VPL enpi 
The home team prevailed despite playing 
for the best part of an hour with just ten 
‘men, afier Kain Rastall was sent off fol- 
qwing two early cautions. 
Speatheading the Blacktown effort was 
goalkeeper Ivan Necevski, who foiled 
United with a string of fine saves. 


(Full match reports on pages 6 & 


CE 


Sydney Olympic: 

Unikalo made a successful return to the 
coaching ranks, guiding his side to a 2-1 
win over Sutherland Sharks at Seymour 
Shaw Park, 

Unukalo had been suspended ‘by the 
Olympic committee for their round two 
clash with Blacktown City, but with new 
Director of Cosching Les Scheinflug 


Aytec Gene's 3 (centre) Blacktown City Demons ended Sydney United’s 


faultiess start to the Vodafone Premier League Season 


Michae! Urukalo. 

"With my experience and knowledge, I 
feel Ihave something to offer,” Scicinflug 
said, “This is a proud club with many 
yeats of tradition and I would like to help 
Olympic recapture its glory days of the 
50s and 60s." 


Les Scheinflug 


watching on, they scored their first win of 
the season 


MARCONT 
MANLY . 

Marconi coach Brian Brown urged ts 
A-League counterparts to have a look at 
Tony Faria, after he produced ancther 
scintillating performance. Faria scored 
‘two goals to take his tally to five in four 
games, as the Stallions beat Manly 2-0 at 
Marconi Stadium, Faria displayed all his 
attributes, speed, poise and skill, to take 
the man-of-the-match honours. 


a 


API.A-LEICHHARDT ‘ll 
PARRAMATTA ....4++se0e+e00d 

Parramatta RC. staged a comeback to 
share the points with the APLA- 
Leichhardt Tigers in a 1-1 draw on 
Sunday, 

‘The Eagles were 1-0 down at half-time 
and came home strongly on the back of 
another inspirational performance from ex 
Central Coast Mariners midfielder Leo 
Carle. 

“We need to lift our intensity if we are 
towin games,” Tigers coach Rau! Blanco 
said, 


BANKSTOWN .. = 
WOLLONGONG = 

Wollongong Wolves scored the upset of 
the Vodafone Premier League season thus 
far, defeating the reigning champions 
Bankstown City Lions 3-2 at Melita 
Stadium, 

Wolves coach Eddie Tesoro did tip his 
hand pre-game, predicting a bright show- 
ing, but few pundits could have predicted 
the way his young side came from 0-2 
down to defeat the ttle favourites. 


VODAFONE PREMIER LEAGUE 


> .°... 


Wednesday - March 15 Re-scheduied Match 


‘Sydney Otympic vs Bankstown 
8.00pm Belmore Sports Ground, 

‘Outer Adison Lane Ground, Belmore 
Saturday Night - March 18 


Marconi Stalfions vs Woll Wolves 


7.30pm Marconi Stadium, 
Marconi Plaza, Bossiey Park 
Bla 


B City Demons vs Sutheriar 
6.00pm Fairfax Community Stadium, 
Guinn Avenue, Seven Hills 


Sunday Night - March 19 
‘Sydney Olympic vs A.P.1LA. Leichhardt Tigers _ 
6.00pm Belmore Sports Ground, 
Outer Adison Lane Ground, Belmore 
Ba Sydney United 
6.00pm Melita Stadium, 
Everley Rd, South Granville 
Friday Night - March 17 
Www.soccernsw.com.au 


8.00pm Cromer Park, 
South Creek Rd, Dee Why 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


Tony Faria (MS), 

Pablo Cardozo (SU), 

Jay Lucas (MS), Leo Carle (PFC), 

John Buonavoglia (MS), Shane McGirr (ALT), 
Adam Casey (WW), Denis Alilovic (SU) 


+ FIRST GRADE + 
ROUND 4 


Marconi Stallions 
Sydney United 
Blacktown Gity Demons. 
A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 
Bankstown City Lions 
Wollongong Wolves. 
‘Sydney Olympic 

Manly United FC 
Parramatta FC 
Sutherland Shire Sharks 


GRADE 20 
ROUND 4 


Marconi Stallions 
Bankstown City Lions 
Blacktown City Demons 
Parramatta FC 

Sydney United 
‘Sutherland Shire Sharks 
Wollongong Wolves 
Manly United FC 
Sydney Olympic 


Coss annneg 
s+4ananpensso0 


VODAFONE PREMIER LEAGUE: ROUND 4: 

FIRST GRADE: Marconi Stallions 2 (T Faria 36/83") Manly United FC 0, 
Sutherland Sharks 1 (M Prentice 29°) Sydney Olympic 2 (P MacPherson 18", N 
Bosevski 32’), Blacktown City 3 (B Dragas 10°, A Deur 22’, T Ozbey 82’) Sydney 
United 1 (B Vidaic 87°), APLA-Leichhardt Tigers 1 (Peter Peralta 41°) 
Parramatta FC 1 (M Dowling 89°), Bankstown City Lions 2 (M Musumeci, own 
goal) iid Wolves 3 (A Casey x3). 

GRADE 20: Marconi Stallions 0 Manly United FC 1 (R Hamad 70’), 
Sutherland Sharks 4 (D Nastoski D Wilson J Lawrence P Wither) Sydney Olympic 
0, Blacktown City 1 (B Ellis 59°) Sydney United 1 (T Spencer 86"), APA. 


Leichhardt Tigers 0 Parramatta FC 2 (S Petralito 18”, P Malecki 35"), Bankstown 
City Lions 1 (S Mort) Wollongong Wolves 0. 
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WINTER SUPER LEA GUE 


ABSWtS} 


By Paul Goodwin 


ed hot Granville Rage striker 

Kris Holbrook maintained his 

Jblazing start to the Winter 
Super League, by seoring a second hat- 
trick in as many rounds. 
There was also a hat tick for 
Canterbury Bankstown's Nick 
Polimenakos, a8 the reigning champion 
started its defence by sharing eight goals 


game against Norther Tigers tomorrow 
(Wednesday March 15) at Garside Park, 
kick off 8.15pm, 

At Rockdale Minden Sports Centre, 
Rockdale took an early lead and consoli- 
dated with two more goals shortly before 
the break. 

‘The wind assisted their cause consider- 
ably in the first period. Ryan Jones tumed 
in Peter Apolevski’s cross after only ten 


groin injury and had to be immediately 
replaced. 

With captain John Theodoropoulos 
already sacrificed at half time to try and 
save the game, the Hawks were further 
weakened but stuck to their task well, 

In the 83rd minute, with Rockdale ven- 
turing forward in search of a fourth goal, 
Stanmore counter attacked tellingly. 

Philippou fed Sam Awad on the left and 
then raced on to collect the return pass, 


with Central Coast in a 4-4 draw. 

The only teams with maximum 
points after two rounds are 
Granville, which beat Sydney 
University 3-1 away, and Rockdale 
City Suns, which hung on at home 
to beat Stanmore Hawks 3-2, after | 
feading 3-0 at halftime. 
‘The only team pointless after 
two rounds was Dulwich Hill. 

slipped up 2-1 at homie to St 

George Saints. 
Fraser Park opened its points 
account for the campaign with a 3- 
0 bome win over Fairfield City i 
Lions 

Former Premier Leugue side 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles started its 
Winter Super League tenure with a 
0-0 home draw against Macarthur 
Rams. 

Also finishing goalless were the 
games between Penrith Nepean and 


Sydney Wanderers and FC Bossy Bonnyrigg White Eagles new man at the helm 


Liverpool and Northern Tigers. 

At Hensley Athletic Field Matt 
Demetriou gave Sydney University the 
Tead, Holbrook, who also notched a treble 
last week against Fraser Park, did the dam- 
age again, with an equaliser on the balf 
hour and two more after the break. 

‘At Lidcombe Oval, the Berries’ Joel 
Salmon wiped out Lightning’s fifth minute 
lead, supplied by Darren Cooper. 

Polimenakos, who has returned to 
Canterbury after a spell in the Hawarra 
Premier League, scored in the 32nd, 74th 
and 81st minutes. 

Central Coast also netted three more, 
through Matt Mitchell, Michael Simon 
and an own goal in the 83rd minute, which 
put paid to Canterbury's hopes of maxi- 
mum points. 

‘The Berries will play their deferred 


WinTeR Super LEAGUE FIxTURES 


Sai 18th March 
Central Coast Lightning 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Fairfield City Lions 
Granville Rage 

Macarthur Rams 


Sunday 19th March 
Stanmore Hawks 

St George Saints 

Northern Tigers 


GaGa 


GGG 


Danny Blanusa, 


Stanmore should have done better, but 

Neil Philippou failed to put away a oum- 
ber of chances and striker Kingsley 
Nwanguma was badly hampered by a 
‘groin strain. 
Rockdale’s second came in the 41st 
minute, when highly promising 18-year- 
old Jordan Lando, played a tremendous 
through ball for Sasha Tirovski, who went 
on to beat Steve Tolios. 

‘Two minutes before the break, Chris 
Cop deceived Tolios with « low shot from 
well outside the box that appeared to take 
a slight deflection, as it sailed into the bot- 
tom right comer of the net. 

Stanmore came back stiongly after the 
break, Nwanguma stretched to his fullest 
to curl a superb shot into the top right cor- 
ner of the Rockdale net in the 52nd 
minute. Unfortunately he aggravated his 


Rounp 3 


FC Bossy Liverpool 
Canterbury B'town Berries 
Sydney University 

Penrith Nepean United 
Sydney Wanderers 


Dulwich Hill 
Fraser Park FC 
Rockdale City Suns 


While Tolios blocked the initial 
effort, Philippou was able to get the 
Joose ball and ram it home to ensure 
atense finish, 

At Arlington Oval, Conor Murray 
and James Kovas gave the visiting 
Saints a handy halftime lead. When 
Dulwich’s Andrew Falas scored in 
the 70th minute, the visitors had to 
dig deep to preserve their slender 
advantage. 

At Fraser Park, Elsid Barkhousir 
scored twice. His seventh minute 
header beat Lions’ Keeper Ali 
‘Akbal. In the second half, Michael 
Di Meglio made it 2-0 after a shot 
M struck the bar and he put the 
rebound away, 

Barkbousir got his team’s third in 
the last minute with a delicate chip 
Fairfield Lions' player-cosch, Aydin 
Cetinay, had been sick all week and 
fasted only a short while before hay- 
ing to make way. 

A.0-0 scoreline was no reflection of 
the excitement at Bonnyrigg Sports Chub 
ina game played at a frantic pace and with 
numerous chances. 

Macarthur’s passing was initially more 
confident than that of the Eagles, who 
Tooked rusty early, in what was their first 
game of the season. The second half was 
all Bonnyrigg. 

Penrith Nepean United made it four 
points out of six after two rounds and 
Sydney Wanderers collected its first point 
of the season, following their scoreless 
stalemate at Cook Park. 

Goals were also absent from Erie 
Smith Reserve, where FC Bossy Liverpool 
and Northem Tigers also each collected 
their first point of the season, though the 
Jatter has only played one game. 


Fed 


Pluim Park 19:30 
Bonnyrigg Sports Club 19:30 


Norford Park 19:50 
Garside Park 19:30 
Lynwood Park. 19:30 
Arlington Oval 18:00 
St George Stadium 18:00 
Garside Park 17:30 


<2 py WINTER Super LEaGuE First GRADE 
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Granville Rage 
Rockdale City Suns 
Penrith Nepean United 
‘Stanmore Hawks 

St George Saints 

Fraser Park FC 

Sychey University 
Faitfield City Lions 
Canterbury Bown Berries 
Central Coast Lightning 
Bomyrigg White Eagles 
Northern Tigers 
Macarthur Rams 

Sydney Wanderers 

FC Bossy Liverpool 
Dulwich Fill 
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Rounp 2 


Sydney University 
Dulwich Hil 

‘St George Saints 

FC Bossy Liverpoo! 
Fraser Park FC 
‘Stanmore Hawks 
Macarthur Rams 
Penrith Nepean United 
Sydney Wanderers 
Canterbury Btown Berries 
Central Ccast Lightning 
Northem Tigers 
Granville Rage 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Fairfield City Lions 
Rockdale City Suns 
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WINTER SuPer LeaGue RESULTS 
Rounp 2 


FIRST GRADE: Canterbury Bankstown Berries 4 (J Salmon 14’, N 
Polimenakos 32/74/81”) Central Coast Lightning 4 (D Cooper 5’, M Mitchell 54°, 
M Simon 73m own goal £3"), Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Macarthur Rams 0, 
Sydney University 1 (M Demetriou 16") Granville Rage 3 (K Holbrook 30/56/89"), 
Penrith Nepean United 0 Sydney Wanderers FC 0, FC Bossy Liverpool 0 
Northern Tigers 0, Rockdale City Suns 3 (R Jones 16m S Tirovski 41m C Cop 
43m) Stanmore Hawks 2 (K Nwanguma 52’ N Philippou 83"), Dulwich Hill 1(A 
Falas 70") St George Saints 2 (C Murray 20m J Kovas 31’), Fraser Park FC 3 (E 
Barkhousir 7/91’, M De Meglio 58") Fairfield City Lions 0. 

GRADE 20: Canterbury Bankstown Berries 2 Central Coast Lightning 2, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Macarthur Rams 1, Sydney University 2 Granville 
Rage 1, Penrith Nepean United 0 Sydney Wanderers FC 1, FC Bossy Liverpool 
O Northern Tigers 0, Rockdale City Suns 0 Stanmore Hawks 3, Dulwich Hill 3 
St George Saints 3, Fraser Park FC 1 Fairfield City Lions 0. 
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Camden Tigers 
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HERE WE GO AGAIN! 


FOUR FOR CAVANAGH AS CHAMPS SCORE 11 
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(R Taylor 18m) Macarthur Rams 2 (S Haim 29m A Penrith Nepean United § 1003033 ‘Bathurst City 110032135 
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resounding 11-0 home victory over the Marconi seemed alittle rusty inthe finish- Branch 2. UNSW 1 Genial Coest United 6, 81 Gaarge ge 
Northern Tigers at Marconi No.2. ing department and many opportunities FC 3 Gladesvile Ravens 2, Sydney University 1 


Even with the absence through injury of 
star goal scorer Fabiana Perfilio, the 
Stallions scored some brilliant goals in the 
opening match of their 2006 campaign. 
Marconi dominated the game from the 
onset, with both possession and attempts 
on goal. It only took 10 minutes for Alicia 
Cavanagh to slot home the Stallions open- 
er. 

From then on, Marconi took complete 
control, putting away four goals in ten 
minutes. Cavanagh got her name onto the 
scoresheet for a second time, and was 
joined by Ayse Adalis, Melissa Link and 
Anne Starr, 

‘Cavanagh rounded off the half, and her 
hat-trick, in the 36th minute, and the 
Stallions went into the break with a six 
goal lead. 

‘The Northem Tigers came out with 


went begging. 

Starr got the ball rolling again in the 
64th minute with her second goal, and 
Link's deflected shot in the 65th gave her 
a double and the Stallions their eighth of 
the match. 

The heat at Marconi stadium began to 
take its toll as the second half progressed. 
The Stallions let their guard down a little 
and the Tigers began pressing into the 
home team’s half more and more, Their 
counter attacks Were quickly shut down by 
Marconi’s rock solid defence. 

Before being subbed, Cavanagh capped 
off a great performance with a 70th minute 
headed goal, off a pin-point accurate cross 
from Tiana Leckey. 

‘A drink break was given to the teams 
with 15 minutes remaining, which only 
Seemed to rejuvenate Marconi. Wendy 


Competitions Manager 
Soccer NSW 


An opportunity exists for a professional manager to take on the role of Competitions 


Manager based at Soccer NSW’s head office in Glenwood. 


Wawarra Stingrays 1 


Le 


Sunday, March 19 
Blacktown Spartans 
Northern Tigers 

Sutherland Sharks 
Macarthur Rams 

UNSW 

Central Coast Lightning 


Sydney University 
Marconi Stallions 


aasaaaaaa 


Arrive alive 


NSW Womens Super League 
First Grape — Round 3 


Penrith Nepean United Francis Park 2 
Bathurst City Valentine Pk No.2 
North West Sydney Koalas Harrie Dening Centre 
Manly United FC Lynwood Park 
Southern Branch David Phillips Field 
Gladesvitle Ravens Plaim Park No 1 

St George FC Hensley Ath. Field 
Mlawarra Stingrays Mareoni No 2 


Graham scored with a brilliant half volley 
in the 83rd minute, after a cross from 
the right hand side that three of her 
team mates failed to capitalise on 
Norther Tigers goalkeeper, Simkins, 
got better as the game went on, deny- 
ing and frustrating Marconi time and 
time again, and prevented the score 
from escalating further, 

With the Northern Tigers tiring, 
fatigue setting in and an abundance of 
cramps, Neisha Klessatel made a late 


surging run up the middle of the park, lay- 
ing off the bal to Jodie Bain, who finished 
with precision and completed the scoring 
with only five minutes remaining. 

Tn another game, last season's runner- 
up North West Sydney Koalas suffered a 
2-1 home loss to fellow semi-finalist 
Macarthur Rams at TG Milner Field. 

Tn a battle between two other 2005 
semi-finalists, Manly, started in imperious 
fashion with a 9-2 home win over 
Southern Branch at Cromer Park No.1. 


Penrith Nepean United scored a 3-0 
home win over Sutherland Sharks at Cook 
Park, but elsewhere it was a great round 
for the away teams. 

Tlawarra Stingrays triumphed 4-1 
against Sydney University at Hensley 
Aihletic Field, Gladesville Ravens toppled 
St George 3-1 at St George Stadium and 
Central Coast Lightning trumped 
University of NSW 3-1 at David Phillips 
Field. 


2006 
Continental 
Tyres Cup 


This is @ high demand position requiting dedication and commitment. The position’s Draw 


main requirements are:- 


© To provide a key link with affiliated clubs and associations in the co-ordination and Soccer NSW's Draw Format 
management of all state based competitions. FA Cup style 
‘To competently manage the operational functions of a department unit which 7 Round 1 19 Association, State League Dvision 2 & 3 
administers all competitions conducted by Soccer NSW. spate is th teams with 3 recsiveing byes to round 2 
mpetition, the 
You will be responsible fora team of five staff and will be required to lai regularly with | "Continental Round 2 a dal resets oeruncete eter 
other departments of Soccer NSW. Reporting directly to the Executive Manager Football te Bone Hiner sage 
Services, you will be required to demonstrate the following essential skills and experience: J Tyres Cup" is ReaNediiee 
© Strong administrative background to include computer literacy skills back in 2006. Found 3 10 Vodafone Premier League Teams, 
© Knowledge of competition and club structure in NSW Featuring over remaining 8 Super League teams and 14 
© Excellent customer relations skills 50 teams from Round 2 winners 
A remuneration package will be offered commensurate with the position requirements | [aca] associations | Round 4 —_ winners from Round 3 drawn at random 
and the experience and skills of the successful applicant, Please forward your resume 5 
marked ‘Private & Confidential’ to: right up to 
Vodafone Premier Round 1 — Wednesday March 15 
League, round Match 1 Hakoah v North Sydney 
the Match 2 Port Kembla v Gymea United 
iicgetrae sala one of Match 3 Dandaloo v Balmain SC 
For more information call Alissa Taylor on 8814 4415, competition kicks | usieh4 = UNSW = Tora 
Applications close 17th March 2006 oe : fail 
PI off tomorrow Match 6 West Pennant Hills v Ameliffe Aurora 
Cherrybrook 
This isa child-related position and will be subject to a Working With Children Check, | (Wednesday, st 
Prohibited Persons need not apply. March 15) (3 byes to round 2 — Kellyville Kolts, Brookvale, Roosters FC) 
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(= woweoe Victorian Vodafone Cup rouse 3 


about the performance of his 
team, 

Kingston City consolidat- “I's our third home win, 
ed their status as a Vodafone We're building up a lot of 
Cup contender with a 1-0 character™ said Katsakis. 
victory over Bulleen at “Our experienced players 
Grange Reserve Friday were dominant in thei area, 
night. they keep shape and aren't 

The game's only goal conceding goals. Our defen- 
came just after the half-hour, sive skills are getting better, 
Kingston's Joe Spiteri lobbed 24. we could have had 3 
across from deep on the left 202s in the first 10 minutes 
flank which was volleyed out m4 sealed the game." 
of the air and into the right __Bulleen assistant coach 
comer of the net by Michael Phil Peladarinos spoke about 
Creija. The strike was wor- the Zebras defeat. "In the 
thy of being the matchwin- first 15 to 20 minutes we 
ner, despite the fact Curcija Werte under a lot of pressure, 
‘vas unmanned in the middle but we were pleased with the 
of the penalty area, second half" said 

Kingston coach George Peladarinos. 

Katsakis had lost his voice, It was unfortunate that 
but was still eager to talk ‘hey scored a very soft goal. 


Victorian Premier League Ladder 


P WOLF A Pts 
Melbourne Knights 5 3 2 0 8 2 11 
Altona Magic 532096 1 
Kingston City SS ot 8 A 
Oakleigh Cannons 4 3 1 07 3 10 
SouthMeboume 5 3 1 1 6 5 10 
FrenksionPines 95 2 4 27 8 7 
Fawkner-Whitlessa 5 2 0 3 9 9 6 
Green Gully Cavaliers5 1 2 277 5 
ExsendonRoyas 5 1 2 27 8 5 
Richmond SC 5 122608 5 
Sunshine Geogies 5 1 1 3 6 7 4 
Heidelberg United 5 1 1 3 8 10 4 
Bullen Zebras = «55 1-1 «3 «5 10 4 
Preston Lions 40135 11 
Results 


Kingston City 1 v Bulleen 0, Essendon Royals 1 v 
South Melboume 1, Melbourne Knights 0 v Allona 
Magic 0, Green Gully 4 v Heidleterg 2, Sunstine 
Georgies 2 Richmond 2, Fawkner 4-v Frankston 3 


Round 6 Fixtures 
Friday 17th March 

Oakleigh Cannons vs Essendon Royals 
Richmond vs Heidleberg United 
Saturday 18th March 

Frankston Pines vs Kingston City 
Altona Magic vs Sunshine Georgies 
‘Sunday 19th March 

Green Gully vs Fawnker-Whittlesea 
Monday 20th March 

Bulleen Zebras vs Preston Lions 


Rescheduled Match 
*South Melbourne vs Melbourne Knights 
to be played on the 17th of April 


GOLDEN BOOT LEADER BOARD 
Saso Becvinovski Altona Magic 4 
Michael Curcija Kingston 4 

Brandon Vassallo Green Gully 3 
Hamlet Armenian Bullen Zebras 3 
Nathan Caldwell Melbourne Knights 3 
Esala Masi Oakleigh Cannons 3 

Tony Neceski Sunshine Georgies 3 
Carl Recchia Fawkner/Whittlesea 3 
Joe Spiteri Kingston City 3 


We've got Preston then 
Essendon, it’s a challenge for 
us to tum things around but 
six points is what we're aim- 
ing for.” 

Teo Pellizzeri 


Royals aud South 
‘stalomate at the Veneto 
Gob 
Essendon Royals and 
South Melbourne played out 
a 1-1 draw on Friday night, 
with on-loan Perth Glory 
striker Henry Fa’ Arodo net- 
ting for the Royals while 
George Tritis on target for 

South, 

Both sides made notable 
inclusions to their starting 
line-ups with A-League play- 
ers Henry Fa’Arodo and 
Steve Fitzsimmons making 
their debut for the Royals 
and South Melbourne wel- 
‘coming back Vaughn Coveny 
after his short stint at 
Newcastle Jets. 

South Melbourne could 
count themselves unlucky 
that they were unable to walk 
away with the three points 
after they bad a string of 
chances go begging in the 
‘opening 20 minutes. 

Within a 14-minute time- 
frame, the visitors manufac- 
tured eight strikes at goal, 
with nota single attempt able 
to find its way past the net of 
Marko Sutalo. 

‘Against the run of play, 
Fa’Arodo notched his first 
goal in an Essendon shirt 
when, after sidestepping 
Jonas Salley, he unleashed an 
exquisite curler after spotting 
South keeper Con 
Dimitropoulos off his line. 

‘The Royals confidence 
levels grew as the contest 
wore oa. With Francesco 
Catalano’s moving into a left 
back position, the home team. 
‘was able to stifle South's 
Fernando De Moreas’s 
authority on the contest, 
enabling them to maintain 
their advantage till half time. 

However, four minutes 
into the second half, the visi- 
tors found the equaliser they 
were looking for through 
George Tzirtis. 

"I felt the one-all result, 
‘when you look at it, is a fair 
result to both clubs,” said 
Royals coach Luciano Trani, 
“from our point of view 
we're pleased.” 

Chris Vernuchio 


Knights and Magic 
finish lecked In thriller 

‘Melbourne Knights and 
Altona Magic have played 
out a scoreless but entertain- 
ing draw on Sunday at 
Somers Street in trying con- 
ditions. 

With the temperature 
gauge in Melbourne’s west 
creeping into the high thir 
ties, referee Perry Mur insti- 
tuted regular drink breaks 
under the FFV’s Extreme 
Heat Policy. 

Despite the conditions, 


Melbourne Knights and Altona Magic share a drinks break as the heat took Its toll In Victoria over the 
weekend (Photo by Steve Starek) 


both sides played enterpris- 
ing end to end football with 
each enjoying a speight of 
‘goal scoring opportunities in 
a first half the was punctuat- 
ed with the drinks breaks. 
Neither could ultimately 
break though and the sides 
would head into the bowels 
of the Mark Viduka Stand for 
the long break scoreless. 

‘The second half saw more 
of the same end to end 
action, befitting the match’s 
status as a top of the table 
blockbuster. The home 
crowd, which was no doubt 
reduced because of the 
oppressive conditions, were 
treated to more than a hand- 
ful of guilt edged chances 
that either went begging or 
were masterfully saved by 
Magic custodian Bojo 
Jevdjevie, whose second half 
heroics put him amongst his 
side's best. 

‘The Knights on had ample 
chances to ice the game in 
the last quarter hour. Luke 
Slater was the chief culprit 
for the home side after miss- 
‘ing what he should have net- 
ted when he neatly played in 
by Josip Kozic, adding to a 
‘game the striker would no 
doubt rather forget. 

Mark van Aken 


Gully perferm great 
escano at Holdelbory 
Green Gully have escaped 
with their first victory of 
Season 2006, following an 
epic 42 victory over 
Heidelberg United in a re- 
match of last seasons 
Vodafone Cup Grand Final 
The reigning premiers 
dominated the contest as they 
raced toa 2-0 lead atthe half, 
before an inspired Bergers’ 
fight back despite being a 
man down to restore parity. 
The home side's chances 
‘were soon extinguished min- 
tutes from full time when 
youngsier Matthew Sanders 
‘edged Gully in front before 
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Brandon Vassallo secured the 
‘winner deep into injury time. 

Gully took the early lead 
from an Andy Vargas comer 
whose cross found Vassallo 
unmarked in the area where 
as he rose to head truly. 
Gully were then awarded a 
penalty when Robert Liparoti 
was adjudged to have 
infringed on Joel Nikolic in 
the area. Andy Vargas 
stepped up to take the resul- 
tant penalty and finished 
inuly. 

Saranti Parissos was 
marched for Heidelberg but 
Gully’s lead was soon halved 
when Tony Ouliaris headed 
home a cross by Marinos to 
hand the home side a lifeline 
and breathe life back into the 
match, Seven minutes later, 
the Bergers drew level fol- 
lowing a moment of bril- 
Tiance by ‘super sub” Yusuf 
‘Yusuf who ran down the 
flank in a slalom run before 
‘moving inside and cutting 
the ball back to Marinos, 
who broke his scoring 
drought, emphaticallypower- 
ing the ball past a stationary 
Schwalger to complete 
Heidelberg’s remarkable 
comeback. nd Phil Stubbins 
‘brought Yusuf Yusuf into the 
‘game for Heidelberg. 

Late goals for Gully how- 
ever would ensure three 
points head their way for the 
first time this year, 

Simon Chiarelli 


lato goals leave 
Georgles aud Eagies 
level 

The Georgies and the 
Eagles met in stifling condi- 
tions on Sunday evening at 
‘Chaplin Reserve. Late goals 
to each side ensured an excit- 
ing end to a match that would 
inevitably finish even at 2-2. 

‘The scoring opened in the 
‘7th minute, with Richmond 
‘Knocking a speculative long 
ball to the back post which 
the Georgies keeper, Martin 


John, should have done bet- 
ter with. John stayed rooted 
to his line, allowing James 
Baskerville to head back 
across the goal for Brendan 
Beni to nod home from close 
range, 

‘The second half started in 
dramatic fashion, with Tony 
Neceski releasing Fidel 
Richards for Sunshine, only 
for Richards to be brought 
down in the box by Josip 
Rajber. Neceski tucked away 
the penalty neatly for the 
equaliser. 

Tn the 80th minute Steve 
Burton crossed well from the 
left for Richmond, finding 
Daniel Visevic. He finished 
superbly with his left foot to 
add to the spectacular solo 
goal he scored last week 
against Green Gully. 

The Eagles lead was to 
prove short-lived, however, 
as Delic swung over a ball 
from the right for Sunshine, 
and found Trent Waterson at 
the back post who made no 
mistake from just a few yards 


‘out, 
Ritchie Hinton 


(Photo by Darryl Kennedy) 


A see-sawing battle was 
played out at Epping 
Stadium on Sunday with 
Favkner-Whitllesea snatch- 
ing all three points ftom 
Frankston Pines with a 4-3 


win 

‘After taking the early lead 
through “Andres Oliviera, 
Frankston would concede the 
Tead thanks to a pair of Mark 
Tsiorlas goals in a matter of 
mirutes before half time, 

‘Tass Psonis hed Pines on 
even terms in the second half 
before Cameron Leopold 
drove his attempt from the 
penalty spot into the back of 
the net to seemingly earn an 
away win, or at worst case 
draw, for his side. 

Blues pair Tony Sterjovski 
and Nana Addo dida’t read 
the visitors script however, 
as their goals in the dying 
minutes handed Fawkner- 
Whittlesea their second win 
in ¢s many rounds. 


Bye Guns! 


It’s pretty much done and dusted but, 
unfortunately the Socceroos will 
say farewell to Guus Hiddink at the 
conclusion of this year’s World Cup 
finals in Germany. 

FFA CEO John O'Neill stated on 
SBS’ The World Game that the 
board will be on the lookout for a 
shortlist of high credentialed coach- 
es from around the world in becom- 
ing the successor to Hiddink. 

No matter what happens in 
Germany though, it’s become clear 
that it will be the final time Hiddink 
will support the Green and Gold 
cause 


National Youth League Push 


Its good to hear that the FFA have 
finally stepped up its cause for a 
National Youth League competition 
to appear in next season's A-League 


season. 
With the excuse of the Youth 
League being ‘too expensive’, the 
A-League’s stance on developing 
players for the future of the league 
itself as well as our national youth 
sides would certainly raise the 
stakes in that department. 

With so many youth stars following 
their dreams ‘abroad, a National 
Youth League would keep them at 
bay before ‘geuing their tum in the 
senior squad. 


Elrich facing battle 


There are a handful of fringe 
Socceroos players that are racing 
against the clock in being awarded a 
spot in Germany for the World Cup 
finals 

One such player is Fulham’s Ahmad. 
Elrich. 


Since his move to England, Elrich 
has managed only a handful of 
games in Chris Coleman's squad, 
most as a substitute, which has done 
little help in getting him a 

nent spot in Guus Hiddink’s side. 
Its believed that Elrich is after a 
loan move in improving his chances 
and the Norwegian league seems to 
be the desired destination where he 
may make the move to. 


Sydney FC keen to keep Yorke 


Sydney FC officials say they want 
to keep high-profile signing Dwight 
Yorke and have blamed a miscom- 
munication for his belief the A- 
League champions want him to 
moye on. 

A Sydney FC club official said that 
there had been a mix-up in phone 
conversations between a club repre- 
sentative and Yorke's English-based 
agent. 

bts citecal/eudi vere smentipae 
told the 35-year-old former 
Manchester United striker was free 
to look for another club as a short- 
term measure to maintain his fitness 
in the lead-up to Trinidad and 
Tobago's World Cup finals bid in 
June. 

Instead Yorke, who has just com- 
pleted the first year of a two-year 
deal at a reported $900,000 a sea- 
son, thought the club wanted him 
out permanently. 

Sydney FC said it wanted Yorke to 
return for the 2006-07 season when 
it kicks off in five months' time. 


Batistuta, Luis ue all 
Tove Ai baie 


Former Fiorentina and Roma star 
Gabriel Batistuta is ready to raise 
his young family in Australia. 
Batistuta is understood to be resid- 
ing in Perth and is planning to enrol 
his children in an exclusive private 
school, 
‘The former Argentina international 
has told close friends be "wants to 
keep a low profile" as his family set- 
tes in Western Australia. 


‘The former striker was linked with a 
move to Sydney FC this week. 

Gabriel isn't the only Latin star in 
love with Australia as former 
Barcelona and Real Madrid striker 
Luis Enrique is another regular vis- 


PERTH SCOOP AWARDS 


In what was a tough start to their A-League debut sea- 
son, the Perth Glory got the thumbs up for the most 
accolades at Monday’s Awards night in Sydney. 
Bobby Despotovski picked up the Johnny Warren 
Medal for Player of the Year and also was joint top 
scorer as well, Nicky Ward claimed the Under 20’s 
Player of the Year award and the club received the A- 
League Fair Play award for accruing the least number 
of yellow and red cards in the competition. 

Ona side note, obviously the coaches in the comp did 
not like John Kosmina too much after Lawrie 
‘McKinna was awarded Coach of the Year. 

In all due respect, Kossie did well this season as he 
guided his Reds to an easy Premiership victory but 
failed to gain a mention, 

Credit to McKinna who did extremely well with the 
Mariners but Kosmina warranted the award. 

Vd say that his fellow peers in Pierre Littbarski and 
Miron Bleiberg did not vote for the Adelaide man 
which could have had a bearing on how the points 
were calculated at the end of the season. 

Here’s to the new A-League season! 


EVENING BELONGS TO GLORY 


by Mark 
Stavroulakis 


dressing 
sheds 


Short and Sweet 


Roar tempting Oksuz 


Former U17 Joeys striker and current Preston Lions 
star Serkan Oksuz is belicved to be one of the players 
that Roar coach Miron Bleiberg has put on his short- 
list of players to get for the new year, 

Bor and bred in Melbourne, Oksuz has believed to 
have impressed the Roar scouting staff. 


Wheatley set to jump on Victory bandwagon 


The Melboume Victory are reportedly close to secur- 
ing the services of Entertainment king-pin Glenn 
‘Wheatley along with Andrew McManus into its board. 
Its rumoured that a syndicate supporting the two will 
inyest close to $1 million into the A-League side. 
McManus, a well known promoter in Melbourne who 
has brought the likes of Italian stars such as Luciano 
Pavarotti and Andrea Bocelli to Australia along with 
‘Wheatley who is currently on tour with Stevie Nicks 
and John Farnham in New Zealand will bring a wealth 
ef etedsionent ‘experience to the club if they get the 
Meanwhile, Ernie Merrick’s current Brazilian scout- 
ing mission could see an unknown second division 
footballer from the Samba nation sign up for the 
Victory for next season. 

‘A player that could be wearing its colours is former 
pone Socceroo and Perth Glory midfielder Billy 


The Melboumne-born player has been linked with a 
move back to his home-city where he is currently 
playing in the VPL. with the Bulleen Zebras. 


Sydney FC in Juve talks 


Sydney FC are lining up a big glamour friendly 
against Serie A champs Juyentus for the start of next 
season. 

The Sunday Telegraph says Juve plan to tour Australia 
after the World Cup and will bring their strongest 
squad for the big match. 

Sydney chairman Walter Bugno was overheard with 
two other people at a coffee shop at Star City dis- 
cussing plans for the match. 

It is understood Juye wants to play two games in Asia 
and one in Australia and approached Sydney. 

"You can't even have a coffee without people eaves- 
dropping,” Bugno said yesterday. 

"AlLI am prepared to say is that we are working on a 
couple of potential games leading into the new season 
and both are against overseas sides. I am not going to 
say any more until they are locked away.” 


Bugno wants guest signing 


Sydney FC chairman Walter Bugno has confirmed 
they plan to add a guest signing to marquee player 
Dwight Yorke for the start of next season. 

Bugno told the Sunday Telegraph: "Dwight's our mar- 
quee player, : 

"We are negotiating with a guest player right now and 
it's not Di Canio. It is someone special, but it's a case 
of working around the draw. 


"In the draft draw we have some consecutive games at 
home and that's where we want to fit the player 
around. We baye to do what's best for Sydney finan- 
cially. 

Ad for Divight we expect him to report back to 
Sydney as soon as the World Cup is over. I've had a 
good chat with Dwight.” 


One millionth fan's story 


Joshua Rodda, 12, had no idea what lay ahead of him 
when he awoke on Sunday 26th February. His father, 
Peter Rodda, a denture technician from Cowell on 
South Australia’s Eyre Peninsula, had secretly organ- 
ised a trip to Hindmarsh Stadium as a surprise birthday 
present. 

‘The Rodda-men left their home early in the morning 
for the 6-hour drive east to Adelaide for the Hyundai 
A-League 2006 Preliminary Final. A little after 4pm 
when Joshua entered the Holden St turnstiles at 
Hindmarsh Stadium, Football Federation Australia 
officials identified him as the historic one millionth 
fan of the inaugural Hyundai A-League season. 

But that is only part of this amazing story. 

“It was an exciting day for him," said his father Peter, 
upon their return from the inaugural Hyundai A- 
League Grand Final, which was part of their prize for 
Joshua being the one millionth fan. 

"We had never being to a soccer game before, not even 
a local game, because they just don’t play soccer 
where we live. 

"I try to do something special for each of my kids 
(there are seven) on their birthdays and Joshua was 
really keen on the A-League after watching it on FOX 
SPORTS, so I knew he would love to go and see a 
game live.” 

"Tt was already a special day and he was so excited just 
to be there and when we were approached by the FFA 
officials and were told that Joshua was the one mil- 
Jionth fan, our initial thoughts were that somebody 
was having us on. We didn’t even know about it (the 
promotion). 

"So it tumed out to be an amazing day, except for the 
result (Adelaide lost). 

At half time, FFA Head of Operations, Matt Carroll 
presented Joshua and Peter with: Two Category A 
tickets to the Hyundai A-League 2006 Grand Final in 
Sydney, Two Return flights to Sydney, one nights 
accommodation at the Marriot in Sydney and he also 
received the match-ball from the historic Hyundai A- 
League 2006 Grand Final signed by both captains. 
*A-League website 


Well Done FFA 


Just a special note that the FFA’s official Award pre- 
sentation on Monday evening at the lavish Doltone 
House in Pyrmont Point was great to say the least. 

A number of A-League stars and FFA officials mixed 
it up with the media for what was a brilliant start to the 


to Bobby Despotovski for taking out the 
Johnny Warren Player of the Year award. 


itor and enjoys going on an annual 
trek through the North Queensland 
rain forests. 

The Spaniard was keen to be 
involved in last season's A-League 
and had representatives sounding 
out AcLeagie clubs about a player- 
coaching role. 

Batistuta insists his days of playing 
are over, but was almost lured back 
to football last year when offered 
the football directors position at 
Fiorentina before the appointment 
of Pantaleo Corvino. 

Despite his vast on-field experience, 
Batistuta admitted at the time that 
he “did not have the experience or 
expertise” to take on "such a respon- 
sible position” 


Malaysian group moves for 
Perth Glory 


‘An overseas group is interested in 
purchasing Perth Glory. 
The West Australian says officials 
from a sport promotion business, 
believed to be based in Malaysia, 
have met with 75 per cent Glory 
shareholder Nick Tana and had dis- 
cussions with Football Federation 
Australia officials regarding seizing 
‘ownership of the A-League club. 
League chief Matt Carroll said: 
"It’s very strong interest, which is 


good. 
"They are very substantial, and they 
certainly have credibility and they 
haye a lot of knowledge about foot- 
ball franchises, clubs and so for 
Glory's 25 per cent shareholder, 
South African businessman David 
Rodwell, remains favourite to 
takeover the club. 


Cove fans paint ‘Ploddy’ 


Last Saturday afternoon was a 
momentous day for Sydney FC’s 
influential ‘Cove’ fans who arrived 
in enemy Mariners territory a week 
after their beloved side took all the 
honours in its 1-0 win over the 
Coast. 

Why you ask? 

Both the Cove and ‘Marinators’ 
fans made a bet that if Sydney were 
to win the finals, then they'd be 
allowed to paint ‘Ploddy’, the giant 
dinosaur landmark outside 
Gosford’s Reptile Park, sky blue. 
Good to see both sets of supporters, 
sharing jokes after what was a mem- 
orable A-League year. 

Tt must be said again that both side's 
ie the best supported groups in the 
and. 


Adelaide’s night of nights 


Carl Veart was named as Adelaide 
United's club champion at the clubs 
annual presentation night last 
Friday evening. 

New Socceroo Michael Valkanis 
picked up the Players Player of the 
‘Year award along with the Golden 
Boot award. 

Angelo Costanzo and Ross Aloisi 
picked up the LifeFM players of the 
year award and Adam van 
Dommele was given the Rising Star 
award. 

Meanwhile the Reds are believed to 
have not offered contracts to five of 
its players from this seasons squad. 
Michael Matricciani, Louis Brain, 
Chad Bugeja, Tony Hatzis and 
Robert Comnthwaite have apparently 
been released from the club. 


Scheinflug gets the ball rolling 


Sydney Olympic may have tumed 
the comer in the NSW Vodafone 
Premier League as former 
Australian youth coach Les 
Scheinflug was appointed as the 
club’s techinical director, 

With ‘The Boss” in charge of things 
at the place, things already kick- 
started well when a ten-man 
Olympic side defeated the 
Sutherland Shire Sharks 2-1 over 
the weekend. 

Scheinflug’s experience will cer- 
tainly benefit the Blues who are 
searching for a final series finish in 
the NSW Vodafone Premier League 
this year. 
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Pine Rivers, Rochedale and Taringa set the trends 


By Gienn Davis 


Rivers, Rochedale and 
rringa Rovers served 

notice they will again be 
major forces in the Brisbane 
premier league after all three 
sides maintained their unbeaten 
start to the mew season last 
weekend. 

Pine Rivers followed up its first 
round win over Mitchelton with 
another comfortable 4-1 home vic- 
tory against Easts while Rochedale 
outguaned Wynnum Wolves 2-1 at 
‘Underwood Park. 

Taringa scored a goal in each 
half to comfortably beat Mt 
Gravatt 2-nil at Jack Speare Park. 

Im others matches Palm Beach 
powered home for 2 3-1 win over 
Toowoomba, Mitchelton downed 
Brisbane City I-nil ina close 
encounter at Teralba Park while 
Brisbane Strikers beat Souths 3-1 
at Perry Park on Saturday night. 

At Wendy Alison Park, Pine 
Rivers started the new season 
where they finished off as grand 
final winners last year with a dom- 
inant performance against Easts. 

‘The home side led 3-nil at the 
half time break after a vintage first 
half display. 

Midfielder Zac Tung gave Pine 
Rivers the early lead after only 15 
minutes when he toe-poked home 
his goal off a comer. 

Pine Rivers increased its lead on 


the half hour when midfielder 
‘Leon Dwyer finished off a super) 
cutback to the penalty spot by 
striker Tim Smits. 

‘Smits, who carried an injury 
into the game, put the game 
beyond Easts reach a minute 
before the interval when he tucked 
home the third goal off a shot from. 
‘Omar Hamid which rebounded off 
the Easts keeper. 

Easts staged a mini fight back to 
reduce Pine Rivers’ leads to 3-1 
shortly after the break before Seb 
Thatchell put the final nail in 
Easis’ coffin with 20 minutes 
remaining. 

Pine Rivers’ coach Clayton 
‘Koch was surprised with the inten- 
sity and toughness Easts displayed 
‘but was thrilled with how his 
young players handled the situa- 
tion. 

“ft was a tough match. Easts are 
a very big side and stuck it to us,” 
Koch said. 

“They were very physical and 
aggressive and played in your face 
all the time, 

“But it was quite enjoyable to 
see our young players handle it. 

“Basts were the old physical 
side of the 1980's but we always 
had their measure.” 

Koch singled out Smits for his 
brave performance to play after he 
returned from an Australian Under 
23 training camp in Canberra with 


a corked thigh. 


“Tim had bad cork and could 
hardly walk when he got back 
from the Australian camp but he 
‘wanted to play,” Koch said. 

“He said at half time he would- 
at come off until he set up a goal 
for Seb (Thatchell) and that’s 
exactly what he did” 

Koch is now looking forward to 
next week's local derby against 
Brisbane Strikers, which easily 
accounted for Souths at Perry 
Park. 

“It’s a local derby as the Strikers 
are based at North Star which have 
been rivals of ours for along time 
and their coach bobby Hamilton is 
a former Pine Rivers coach,” he 
said. 

Hamilton also is eagerly await- 
-ing the Pine Rivers clash with the 
Strikers starting to show signs it’s 
a worthy championship rival. 

“We played a lot better against 
Souths than we did in our draw 
against Wynnum,” Hamilton said, 

“Our three goals were all quali- 
ty but I was surprised how well 
Souths played. 

“P've got a squad of 16 players 
and there’s not much between 
them and they are all playing for 
their places each week.” 

The Strikers always had the 
edge over Souths, a point conced- 
cd by their coach Peter Tok 


“They deserved their win but 
we were a bit scrappy and played 
well only in patches,” Tokesi said. 


‘Tatchell, Smits) 
Halttime 0-3 


Mitchelton 1 v Brisbane City 0 


4 


Palm Beach 3 (Wright, 
Toowoomba Raiders 1 (McNab) 
Half-time 2-1 


‘Rochedale Rovers 2 (Thomas, Dorey) v Brisbane 
Moolenbroek) 


Western Spirit 


Eastem Suburbs 1 v Pine Rivers 4 (Dwyer, Tung, 


oi 
"Acacia Ridge 0, Samford Rangers 2 Annerley 8, 


Cersiate Eaerisigh Logan City 4 Peninsula 
Foakitin peanene Redlands United 2, 
4 Ipswich Knights 3, Uni of Qid + 
Albany Creek 0, Olympic 2 Brisbane Force 2 


Kindly Spousor 


“It was our first game for three 
weeks after our first game was 
‘washed out and we were a bit ner- 
‘vous at the start. 

“Our passing wasn’t the best 
and let us down badly. They 
scored off two set pieces which 
was disheartening.” 

‘The Strikers opened the scoring 
after 16 minutes when striker Alex 
Panic volleyed a Josh Rose cross 
home for a I-nil lead which they 
took to half time. 

However, Souths hit back soon 
after the interval when a Chris 
Griffin shot appeared to be deflect- 
ed for the equaliser shortly after. 

‘The Strikers ignored the shock 
‘equaliser when Rose struck a pow- 
erful free kick along the ground to 
put his team back into the lead 
while Craig Slaughter capitalised 
‘on a poor clearance for the home 
side’s third goal of the match. 

‘At Underwood Park, Rochedale: 
grabbed a goal in each half to 
overcome a spirited Wynnum 
Wolves, 

Striker Greg Thomas intercept- 
ed a Wynnum pass in their own 
half ands drilled home for an early 
1-0 lead after only 10 minutes. 

Tt was the only goal that sepa- 
fated the two sides until midway 
through the second half when 
defender Gareth Dorey gave 
Rochedale breathing space with 
his side’s second goal off a comer. 

‘Although Wynnum scored from 
a free-kick one metre from the 
goaline in the final minute, coach 
Keiran Cooper is delighted with 
Rochedale’s flying start to the sea- 


son. 

“[ was happy with three points 
but we've played better,” he said, 

“We've still got a lot of 
improvement in us but it's been a 
good start to the season so far with 
two wins in as many games.” 

Rochedale Rovers are notori- 
ously slow starters to the season 
but build up strongly as the season 
rogresses. 

“Last year we lost three out of 
cour first four games so it’s been @ 
good start and hopefll we won't 
finish the season badly,” Cooper 
said. 

Palm Beach, who appointed 
Keith Garland as its new coach 
following the sacking of Karl 
Herdle recently, looked impressive 
when they accounted for 
Toowoomba 3-1. 

Garland took control of the side 
for its first match of the season 


against Toowoomba after their 
first round washout. 

Tan Shaw, who filled in as coach 
before Garland’s appointment, 
said Palm Beach was rusty in its 
opening match. 

“The boys were a bit relieved as 
well as they've missed a bit of 
training because of the wild weath- 
er we've had on the coast lately,” 
Shaw said, 

Striker Daniel Fung was the 
hero for Palm Beach with a double 
while Ryan Tippet scored the final 
goal with 10 minutes remaining. 

It took Palm Beach half an hour 
to break the deadlock against 
Toowoomba when Fung found the 
net off across for a 1-0 lead at half 
time. 

‘Fung was on target again ten 
minutes after the resumption fol- 
lowing a goal mouth scramble 
while Tippet’s goal was perfectly 
executed at the near post when he 
finished off a John Costello pass 
after he beat his defender. 

Mitchelton showed a major 
improvement following its first 


round thrashing by Pine Rivers to 
down Brisbane City 1-ni with mid- 
fielder Andy Balzat scoring the 
game's only goal. 

“It was a big tumaround forus,” 
said Mitchelton coach Greg 
Brown. 

“The intensity was there this 
‘week unlike our game against Pine 
Rivers. 

“T thought we dominated them 
well in the first half and should 
have been up two or three gozls at 
the break. 

“We were very lack luster 
‘against Pine Rivers and didn’t put 
in the effort.” 

Brown believed the loss of five 
key players through injury and 
suspension was partly to blame for 
an inept first round performance. 

“We had five players out against 
Pine Rivers but two came back for 
the game against Brisbane City 
and two more come back next 
week. 

“Next week we'll be even 
stronger and hopefully we can 
continue to improve.” 


Fixtures 
Saturday 18th March 


Brisbane Wolves vs Taringa Rovers 
Palm Beach vs Mitchelton 
Mt Gravatt vs Woowoomba Raiders 
Pine Rivers vs Brisbane Strikers 
Souths United vs Rochedale Rovers 
Brisbane City vs Eastern Suburbs 


Premier League Ladder 
Round 2 


P 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 


Pine Rivers 
Taringa Rovers 
Rochedele Rovers 
Brisbane Strikers 
Palm Beach 
Mitchelton 
Brisbane Wolves 
Brisbane City 
Souths United 
‘Toowoomba Raiders 
Mt Gravatt 
Eastem Suburbs 
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Queensland Roar F.C. 2006 


Queensland Roar Players’ Player of the Year - joint winners Hyuk-Su Seo and 


IE Queensland 
Roar last 
Saturday evening 
staged it's Inaugural 
Awards Dinner at a 
packed Plaza Ballroom at 
the Brisbane Convention 
Centre. 

However the crowded 
room was vainly kept in 
suspense as to who would 
be the ultimate winner of 
the major award, the presti- 
gious '2006 Gary Wilkins 
Gold Medal’. 

‘There certainly was no 
mystery as to who the pun- 
ters’ unquestionable choice 
was. During the count- 
down, (and in agonising 
anticipation), the crowd in 
unison started chanting: 
"Seo, Seo, Seo", in favour 
of their heroic South 
Korean super-star, Hyuk- 
Su Seo. 

And true to form, Hyuk- 
Su Seo was finally declared 
the winner. Gary Wilkins! 
made the announcement 
which instantly ignited a 
cacophonic roar of jubila- 
tion that vibrated with 
thunder against the walls of 
the entire lavish ballroom. 

Prior to his arrival in 
Brisbane with his beautiful 
wife Jae-Hyun, five year 
old daughter Bomin and 
two year old son Sung 
Woo, this magnificent 32 
year old player in his senior 
career, made no less than 
163 appearances in the 


Alex Brosque. 
major Leagues of South 
Korea. 

The President of the 
Queensland Roar, Mr Gary 
Wilkins, (himself a former 
Australian International), 
just prior to announcing the 


Winner 


Wilkins 
proudly stated: "It makes peted very strongly to win 


of the ‘Gary 
Gold Medal’, 


Awards Dinner A 


Alex Brosque Golden Boot Award Winner for Queensland Roar Season 2006, making 
his acceptance speech. Alex also Jointly won the Players’ Player of the Year Award with 
Hyuk-Su Seo, 


me feel very humble that 
these players have all com- 


this Medal named after me. 
T have proudly served this 
Club first as a player, then 
as the President since 
1964" 

During the season, Hyuk- 
Su Seo's performances 


The Roar's President, Gary Wilkins with the 2006 winner of the Gold Medal, Hyuk-Su Seo. 
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were nothing short of out- 
standing, playing in all of 
the 21 A-league matches. 

This South Korean 
superstar in Round 7 
against the Central Coast 
Mariners, rocked the 
Stadium when he let fly 
with a spectacular right- 
footed blast from 25 metres 
out that crashed into the 
target. 

To prove that this fabu- 
lous goal was nota fluke, in 
the very next match against 
the Kiwis, (but this time 
with his left foot), from 30 
metres out, Hyuk-Su 
exploded a violent, dipping 
drive which also found the 
target. 

Striker Alex Brosque 
scored the ‘Golden Boot’ 
award as the Roars Top 
Goalscorer, as well as shar- 
ing the 'Players' Player 
‘Award with Hyuk-Su Seo 
for both players to com- 
plete 'a Double’. 

During the course of the 
evening, and as a powerful 
gesture of strong remem- 
berance and cemented 
Tespect by the Queensland 
Roar, a video of a most 
moving montage was 
screened of former 
Australian World Cup cap- 
tain, the Late Johnny 
Warren, the  code's 
‘Bradman Of Soccer’ who 
in recent years had a strong 
affiliation with this innove- 
tive Queensland Club. 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


‘ow with the Oscars well and 

‘tmuly over it was about time 

some real awards got a mention 
‘or two in our mainstream newspapers. 

‘As always, ABSW, which brought you 
‘the very best in what was an amazing sea- 
son in the A-League, voted its player of 
the season and in with its debut year, 
Sydney FC’s creative right midfielder 
David Camey grabbed all the plaudits. 

‘Thete were many reasons behind 
‘Camey’s selection but before we start it 
must be stated that ABSW opted to give 
the award out to an Australian bom foot- 
baller as itis these boys that will someday 
leave a massive mark in the game here 
locally. 

Bom and bred in Sydney's Westem 
‘Suburts, Campbeltown to be more pre- 
cise, Camey was a breath of fresh air in 
the A-League. 

‘Nine times out of ten you'd bet your 
bottom dollar that this kid did dazzle dur- 
ing the 21 or so matches and many fins 
appreciated the hard work and skill he put 
‘game in and game out in not only playing 
‘200d football, but providing some vahu- 
able entertainment as well. 

Not to shy to take on players, which 
‘was one of his main strengths, the lad with 
aheavy English accent turned heads inthe 
Harbour City. 

He reached his initial goal of making 
the starting line-up for Sydney FC which 
‘was What he wanted to accomplish upon 
retuming from his overseas tenure that 
‘saw him in Scotland and England where 
he played alongside Wayne Rooney inthe 
Everton reserves. 

His amazing performances did not go 
unnoticed and the Australian Socceroo 
selectors had no hesitation but to select the 
22-year-old who made his debut a few 
weeks back against Bahrain, 

ABSW Editor Mark Stavroulakis caught 
up with the strong Evertonian supporter a 
couple of days after Sydney FC’s amazing 
Grand-Final win and put him under the 
microscope with a series of questions. 


MS: ABSW has voted you its player of 
the year for 200512006, what did you 
think about that? 

DC: It’s bailliant knowing that your 
newspaper has acknowledged me with 
this for my performances, cheers. 

For me it’s been a great season, [really 
did not know what to expect when I 
arrived back from overseas but thankfully 
itall went well. 

My first priority was to get into the 
starting line-up and that | did. T worked 
hard at my game all year and things paid 
off for me as T got a dream call for the 
Socceroos also so things couldn't have 
gone better for me. T should also say that 
winning the Grand-Final with Sydney 
‘topped off an unforgettable year for me. 


‘MS: How did you see your debut sea~ 
son in this year’s A-League? 
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DC: I thought I had a good year, con- 
sistency was what I needed to have in my 
game to get recognition and [tried hard in 
attaining that. I know there's stil a lot 
more in me to excel as a player and Pierre 
(Littbarski) bas told me that I have room. 
for improvement. 

If you had asked me prior to the year 
that T would be in the starfing Tine-up for 
Sydney, win a final with the clab and get 2 
Roo call-up I would have thought you 
‘were crazy but things fell into place for 
me, we had a great bunch of players, a 
good management and that really helped 
my game out. 


MS: Who would you say was your 
hardest team and player that you came 
up against throughout the year? 

‘DC: That’sa tough one, T'd have to say 
that the Mariners always played tough, 
especially against me and Dean Heffernan 
‘was giving me hard time, especially in the 
final, so him and also Newcastle's Jade 
‘North was tough to beat. 


MS: What was it like being coached by 
Pierre Littbarski and should the club 
extend his contract? 

DC: Pierre was fanastic especially 
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with me as be played a similar role to me 
during his playing days in Germany so he 
taught me a lot, He's given me some help- 
ful tips on my game, T have to say that 
rookie (lan Crook) was fantastic also. 

In terms of the club keeping Pieme 1 
think they relly should. You only have to 
Took at what he has done for the club these 
past 12 months. His international know!- 
edge is needed in Sydney so the board 
should keep him 


MS: You've played alongside Wayne 
Rooney during your Everton Reserve 
days, how was it like playing against one 
of the world’s finest in Dwight Yorke? 
DC: Not many people can say they 
played alongside Dwight so it was inge 
for me that this happened. Dwight’s a 
great player there's nio doubt about that. 
Hee was always giving me advice on my 
game end I liked playing with him as you 
knew when he had the ball and you made 
a good run, he'd give it to you on a plate. 


MS: What was the feeling like after 
being selected in the Socceroos team 
against Bahrain? 

DC: Words can't describe the feeling 
really. Even though I came on with ten 


ABSW’s Player of the Year for 2005-2006 was Sydney FC's 
David Carney 
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PLAYER OF THE YEAR | 
Carney crowned | 
best in the A-League 


minutes to go, had goose bumps, it was a 
great moment. Playing for your country is 
‘massive achievement that not many peo- 
ple can say they've done and I was very 
proud of that. It’s now one of my goals to 
stay apart of the squad on a Tong term 
basis as long as I’m playing good football 
and regularly as well. 


MS: It was a great season for Sydney, 
how did you feel after the final whistle 
blew at Aussie Stadium and FC took 
the honours of becoming the first team 
in Anstralia to win the first ever A- 
League Grand-Final? 

DC: It would rank amongst my biggest 
highlight in my career. To go down in the 
record books as being the first team to win 
the A-League Grand-Final is awesome, 
‘The day itself was terrific for the 
Australian game. When the final whistle 
blew, that's when the party started, it felt 
good doing that lap of honour and clap- 
ping our fans especially, ‘The Cove’ 
‘who've been there from day one, 


MS: And the aftermath, ye heard 
from close sources that a lot of drinking 
‘and partying was involved? 

DC: To be quite honest I can’t remem- 
ber a thing (laughs). I got stuck into it 
early in the sheds after the match when I 
hit the champagne and from then on who 
Knows what happened. I know there were 
a few stories that came up after the night 
but it was a great evening nonetheless. 


MS: What's next for David Carney 
now with the A-League off-season? 

DC: I'm taking a week off where I'l 
put up the legs and rest myself after a good 
season ard weigh up my future. 


‘MS: There's talk that this may have 
been your final season in the A-League? 

DC: There’s some talk that if T do get 
this offer from a big club in Europe then 
‘yep, but nothing has been confirmed yet. 

Initially came back to Australia to get 
my career going again and to hopefuily 
head out, as much as I'd like to stay in 
Sydney, if a big offer came from Europe 
then 'd seriously consider it. 


MS: If the overseas venture falls 
through what's your next step? 

DC: As I ssid before, its not been con- 
firmed, I've had a few snifis from clubs 
looking to getting me on loan from 
Germany and England in our A-League 
off-season sé if I do go on loan then yes 
Yd like to stay in Sydney for the new sea- 


son. 

T was offered a gig in Romania with 
Steaua Bucharest but it wasn’t for me, I 
was flatered at the offer but wanted to 
‘weigh up my other options. 


MS: Finally, how’s the lifestyle 
change been now that you are living in 
Coogee from what you were used to 
growing up as a youngster back in |) 
Campbeltown? 

DC: Coogee is a fantastic place, I was 
really pleased with the move that’s why 
‘your always seeing me smile as being near 
the beautiful beaches, the nice scenery 
‘you couldn't get any better, I'm really lov- 
ing life at the moment. 


MS: Are you rooming with any of the 
other Sydney FC boys? 

DC: Nope, but my brother (Darren) is f} 
with me so we're always up and about 
with the Sydney boys. 


‘Well what a season it was. 


‘The introduction of ‘football but not as you know it’ really 
hit hard in the main forum of the Australian sporting sector 


this year and it was about darn time too. 


Exciting crowds, good football, great coverage in print, 
radio and of course TV thanks to Fox Sports and also the fact 
that a number of new fans turned their attentions to the real 


game known as football. 


ABSW did its bit to keep its readers up-to-date with full 
comprehensive wraps of the weekends matches, comments 
and suggestions also during the season, good and bad of 
course, on how the A-League and its stars performed. 

A congratulations must go to the FFA for starting up a 
terrific competition first and foremost, but it’s up to the 
many involved this year, to keep the party going in getting the 
real game of football as the number | sport in Australia, 


Adelaide United must be congratulated first, winners of the 


Premiership after 21 rounds, they thoroughly deserved the 
opening accolades but closing it in style with a recent Grand- 
Finals win was Sydney FC, so well done to both sides. 

This following summary is a club by club play on how each 
A-League team performed this season and what to expect for 
the new year next season, 


ADELAIDE 
UNITED 


Analysis: you wouldn't have thought at the 
start of the season that South Australian side Adelaide 
United was to be crowned the first Premiers in the A- 
‘League but after 21 rounds Johnny Kosmina rode his 
team seven points clear of second placed Sydney FC. 

Right from the word go the “Reds” possessed & 
great team spirit within the ranks of the club, from its 
two goalkeepers in Daniel Beltrame and Robbie Bajic 
to their famous imports in Fernando Rech and 


SKIpPeF: Ross Aloisi was a benchmark player 
for Adelaide United this year. Guts and sheer deter- 
mination dzove him to charge up his players in getting 
that tad better then their opponents. No one will forget 
his mid-game spray at fellow team-mate Angelo 
Costanzo in the Preliminary Finals against the 
“Mariners. When the chips were down, Ross was there 
to help. Yes he copped a lot of stick from Sydney stat- 
ing that the Reds have got the wrong Aloisi brother 
but Ross never pu that down and continued his job. 


Sar Player: snengsing Qu was the man of the 
team bat unfortunately the Reds will not be retaining 
him for the new year. Qu was simply stunning, his 
footwork and trickery was second to none not to men- 
tion his eye for goal. Qu lost a bit of his flair in the 
finals series (maybe it was because he wasn’t used to 
the finals series concept) but still, he won a lot of fans 
out there. 


Biggest Disappointment: ret-riback 
‘Adam Van Dommele was given enoagh starts ths year 
by Kosmina to prove his worth in the A-League, The 
21-year-old still has a lot of time on his hands but he 
gave away far too much possession and forced a cou- 
ple of errors, which cost the Reds in certain matches. 


‘Shengqing Qu was an outstanding buy and great Import for Adelaide United 


Shengging Qu, Adelaide was certainly one of the 
most consistent sides of the competition. 

Sure they did not win over the fans in the popular- 
ity contest for playing the most attractive football but 
then again, it’s the three points that matter in the end 
and they did a good job in doing that. 


Coach: Former Socceroo striker John Kosmina 
did a superb job on and off the pitch in promoting the 
AcLeague. For his coaching efforts, no-one dared 
doubt ‘Kossie” who took no prisoners in his style of 
play. 

‘ABSW’s winner for ‘Coach of the Year this season 
(He los the official honour to Mariners coach Lawrie 
MeKinna), Kosmina also should be applauded for his 
media hype. I's personalities like his that keeps the 
game interesting sure he had a minor tif with Roar 
coach Miron Bleiberg, sue be loved nudging the cam- 
era away from his face when Fox cameras took the 
spotlight on him, and be did cop a brunt load of abuse 
from Sydney FC fans (which didnot bother him) but 
its exactly that which makes fans that more interested 
im either loving or hating him. 


Crowd: on the crowd averages the Reds finished 
fourth with 10947 at Hindmarsh Stadium, it must be 
said though it was disappointing to see 11,405 at the 
Preliminary Final aguinst the Mariners asa ful-house 
was expected but that was due to the AFL pre-season 
match between Port Adelaide and the Crows. 


Top Scorer: cart veart, Femando Rech and 
Shengqing Qu all ended up on 7 goals 


Future: Adelaide vnited will ave 
Premiership title to defend next season so more peo- 
ple will be paying closer attention to them. With the 
possibilty of luring the likes of strikers John Aloisi 
and Paul Agostino as well as a few other recruits in 
Greg Owens and a certain Australian youth star, the 
South Australians can be sure of having another solid 


season. 
Solid is really the key word here as the likes of 
Michael Valkanis, Costanzo, Carl Veart and Richie 
Alagich did use this word to a tee this season. 
‘The departure of Qu though back to China will be 
a huge loss for the Adelaide side, 
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MELBOURNE 
VICTORY 


Ainalysis: stost peopte would agree that by the 
Melbourne Vietory’s standards this year, it wasnt the 
best start to their A-League careers. Emie Mertick’s 
side finished seventh but high hopes were rested that 
the side would finish inthe top four. 

‘A relatively young squad, with the experienced 
likes of Kevin Muscat, Archie Thompson, Daniel 
Allsopp, Geoffrey Claeys and Richard Kitzbicher, 
you Would have put a bt thata final finishing was on 
ihe cards. 


Tajuries and suspensions and also the loss of their 
star striker Thompson however sealed the club's fate, 
as goals seemed to be a problem for the sporting cap- 
ital of Australia. . 

Matters weren't helped cither when sections of the 
‘media called for Merrick's head causing a bit of an 
uproar within the Melbourne Victory fan group but 
nevertheless, they did display some great piece of 
football and on their day looked rather menacing. 

The 5-0 drubbing of Champions Sydney FC 
showed that the side had what it took to be amongst 
the leaders of the pack but consistency was the side's 
biggest downfall, 


COACH: scotsman Erie Merrick as stated before 
was one of the media's main targets as the first coach 
to be sacked after an ordinary start to the year. The 
fact that the club had signed him for 3 years should 
have squashed these rumours however certain sec- 
tions remained rather persistent. Against all the odds, 
Merrick continued his coaching course and got on 
with the job. Having unearthed some of the best 
young talents in Australia in Kristian Sarkies, Adrian 
Leijer, Vince Lia, Daniel Piorkowski and Steve 
Pantliis, his production line will surely be seen as 


Archie Thompson's goals were seen as a major highlight for the Melbourne Victory 
this year 


hit with the up and coming U23 Olyroos squad. 


Skipper: ‘We said it at the start of the season that 
the injection of Muscat in the A-League was a dream 
move for stepping up the standard of the league and 
the hard-man did not disappoint, His hard-line atti~ 
tude in getting stuck in no matter what was seen 
instantly as was his eye for goal as he ended up with 
3ix to his name. 

In true Muscat style, he also copped a couple of 
weeks suspension but that didn’t worry the ex- 
Socceroo star one bit who was easily regarded as one 
of the best defenders in the A-League. 


Star Player: Even though he got his dream 
transfer move with a few matches to play at Holland’s 
PSV Eindhoven, Socceroos striker Archie Thompson 
was easily the Victory’s best. 

When the chips were down, Archie was the man, 
‘When Thompson wasn’t playing, you did fear that the 
side could not score and that was the case. Such an 
important player that will be missed by the Melbourne 
side. 


Biggest Disappointment: te wasn't 
given enough game time by Merrick bat injuries did 
thwart left-midfielder Andy Vlahos. With his 
European experience, much more was expected from 
the ex-Panathinaikos man especially in the goals 
department, this didn’t happen. 


CrOWd: The Metboume Victory finished in third 
position with a crowd average of 14,158 at Olympic 
Park. Even when the team was going through a rough 
patch, the fans stood by their side, which was a great 
sign for the love of their football team. 


Top Scorer: arciie Thompson with 8 goals 


Furturre: ts been said that Merrick has one-more 
‘year to prove his worth at the club so expect a mas- 
sive year for the Victory. Currently on scouting duties 
in Brazil and also in Europe where itis believed he is 
on the verge of possibly signing Danny Tiatto, the 
club's development system shovld see more of an 
impact next season. 

‘A consistent striker replacing Archie is a must for 
the club but they've already secured the services of 
former Perth Glory attacker Adrian Caceres. 

With crowds flocking to see the Victorian side, « 
top four finals finishing is « must and the fans will 
expect that for next season. 


NEW ZEALAND 
KNIGHTS 


Ainalysis: iv: been a year our close neighbours 
the New Zealand Knights would love to forget after 
finishing up in bottom spot with only six points which 
‘was a massive twenty points adrift of the Melbourne 
Victory. 

With poor crowd attendances and below-par per- 
formances, the blame was quickly puton the manage- 
‘ment for their selection process that was carried out 
before the season started. 

‘Coach John Adshead, who had his personal affairs 
to deal with in regards to his health had his work cut- 
‘out at North Harbour Stadium. 


The Knights’ most 
The second half of the year brought together a 
auch better Knights squad but overall, the A-League 
was seen as @ massive step-up for the New Zealand 


side 

Locals were angered atthe fact that their own local 
products were overlooked as the club opted for more 
overseas stars which did not help the side’s cause, 
nevertheless it was a real learning experience from the 
Kiwis 


Coach adshead was adamant ir stating that his 
selection process was the reason why the club did not 
do so well this year. In my book it takes a lat of guts 
to say that and Adshead did just that when things 
‘weren't looking the best for the Knights. 

Struggling with prostate cancer, cedit must given 
to Adshead for enduring a hard year, ABSW wishes 
him all the best with a speedy recovery. 

Matters also didn’t help the club when with only a 
hhandful of matches remaining; the side parted com- 
pany with their assistant coach Tommy Mason. 


Shipper: Gogtish veteran defender Darren 
Bazeley was always kept busy as the Knights were 
bombarded with attack after attack by rival A-League 
sides, Bazeley was in a tough situation in trying t0 
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consistent player was the Cairns-born midfielder Zenon 
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| Compiled by Mark Stavroulakis 


motivate a side that knew their fate of being cellar 
dwellers halfway through the season but got on with 
the job. 


Star Player: Aster taiting to impress ax 
Sydney FC trials at the start of the year, it must be 
said that midfielder Zenon Caravella was the most 
prominent player in the squad. His performances were 
seen as very solid so much so, he was invited by the 
Queensland Roar on their recent trip to Korea where 
it is said he could be signing — if he does, his loss will 
‘be huge for the Knights. 


Biggest Disappointment: ove of my 
biggest pet hates is seeing a player leave a side when 
the tough gets going and that was the case for their 
English striker Simon Yeo. 

Finishing up as the one of the club's top scorers 
with four, Yeo’s sudden departure before Christmas 
really put down the club in terms of attack, which 
only furthered the side's problems. 


Crowds The knights claimed a setond prize for 
being in ast position for its crowd attendances. A pal- 
try average of 3,909 was the FFA's biggest concem 
for promoting the game, Measures need o be stepped 
up in New Zealand to expand for the new season. 


Top Scorer: Bots simon Yeo and Jeremy 


Brockie finished with four goals «-piece. 


Caravella (left) 


Future: Things have already been putin place in 
stepping up the Knights’ case next year. Already the 
club has attained the services of two new staff mem- 
bers in head coach and Englishman Paul Nevin and 
chief club scout and ex-Socceroo Eddie Kmoevic. 
‘These moves have signalled that the club wants to 
move into the right direction but need to step up a 
gear as they are set to lose their two main stars, 

Apart from Caravella being linked with the Roar, 
the club's other shining star was that of youngster 
Jeremy Brockie, who with his trademark dreadlocks, 
has stated that he would like to move to Australia and 
play with a respective A-League side. 

More local Kiwi product is said to be brought to the 
club in a bid to step up attendances and a rumoured 
marquee player could make his way to New Zealand, 
hot gossip is that Paul Okon could also join the club. 

With the Knights saying good-bye to Jeremy 
Christie and Danny Milosevic under the sticks, for- 
mer Australian youth international Michael Turnbull 
has been the club’s first major signing. 

Milosevic had a sound year it must be said as he 
vwas the busiest of all goalkeepers in the league but it 
is assured that his new found availability has alerted a 
‘umber of clubs including the Melbourne Victory. 


NEWCASTLE 


NEWCASTLE 
JETS 


Analysis: ciud owner Con Constantine 
promised the Neweastle public tha the Jets would be a 
diving force in the A-League and you couldn't have 
blamed him after the pre-season signings he made. The 
luring of Ned Zelic, Richard Johnson, Nick Carle and 
‘Ante Mice to the Jets made it quite clear that cham 
Piotship is what the city of Neweasle wanted. 

That they dida't get. What they did get was a final 
four placing where they took up the final postion inthe 
finals series but were overshadowed by ther close 
neighbours inthe Central Coast Mariners who won the 
bragging rights for establishing themselves asthe team 
of the North Coast 

Neverthcless, some exciting things were scea under 
English coach Richard Money, who only took the side 
a couple of weeks prior to the season stating, but obv- 
ously wanted more from bis players. 

‘Liam Reddy was very confident as club keeper as 
was the emergence of Mathew Thompson who will be 
long remembered for scoring one of the goals of the 
year with a perfect lob against the Mariners in the 
finals series. 

The signing of Kiwi skipper and striker Vaughan 
Coveny came too little too late fr the club who could 
have done wit his services earlier in the season. 


Coach: As sited previously, Money came into the 
Jets hot seat only weeks before the commencement of 
the league. He basically had his squad selected for him 
so it ook a bit of ime for him to setde with his new 
team, Jean Paul de Marigny did his bit 10 support 
Money in aiding him wth a vast experience in the 
Austalian football scene, 


SHIppeT: A tot of hype was placed upon the 
return of former Socceroo star defender Ned Zelic in 


the Australian game. No doubt many critics weren’t too 
impressed with his debut yeason but he did show 
slimpses as to why he was seen as one of the nation’s 
‘best ever exports to Europe with his concise passing 
and calmness on the ball. 


L CLUB REVIEW 


Rest assured, Zelic will want to avenge an average 
‘year next season, 


Star Player: the wizardry and imagination of 
Nicky Carle won him many fans this season. Care 
started lke a house on fire in the introductory part of 
the year and continued his merry run dazzling and 
wowing crowds with his skill and ticks, Things did 
take atoll on him however as be didn’ finish the sea- 
son as strong as he would have liked to which could 
have been the reason why he only just missed out on a 
place in the recent Socceroos squad that played 
Babrain, 


Biggest Disappointment: yous have to 
say that the fact that Franco Parisi, James Monie and 
Brett Studman hardly had any match time really raised 
the question as to why the club brought them there in 
the first place? 

‘We really did not see a great deal of these players as 
much as many people would have liked to, but if the 
squad. consisted of 20 players, as little as it sounds, 
you'd like to know that you'd be getting everything out 
of every player in the team. 

Food for thought when the club’s scouting for its 
‘new recruits for season 2005/2006. 


Crowd: tne Jers fainful finished up in sixth spot 
in the crowd department averaging 8912 forthe year 
‘which was amazingly better than thir rival opponents 
the Marines, 


Top Scorer Arie miticc finished up with seven 


FUTUTE! the ctub has already taken out the gold- 
en broom and has parted company with Paul Kohler, 
Brett Swdman, Mateo Corbo, Franco Parisi and 
Richard Johnson. 

‘The loss of Johnson to Norway is a huge one as his 

influence in midfield was very intimidating for rival 
sides. 
“Money has already put his case in securing new 
players forthe squad for next season and it is expected 
that the club will look towards buying a handful of 
quality stars in geting their pride back off the 
Mariners. 


Former Everton defender Eddy Bosnar and Knights 
striker Jeremy Brockie have been linked with the Jets 
for the new-year. 

Already ex-Socceroo stars are being linked with 
Newcastle but its still early days yet in the transfers 
department, 

‘The good news for Jets fans was the recent signing 
of Kiwi striker Vaughan Coveny forthe next two-years, 

And jest a pre-waming, expect 2 massive season 
from their star striker in Ante Milicic who will be out 
to do better than that of his first A-League season, 


Newcastle Jets’ Nicky Carle always proved a handful for rival A-League sides this season 
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QUEENSLAND 


QUEENSLAND 
ROAR 


Finalysts: Finishing in sixth postion was by no 
means a bad result for the Queensland Roar who won 
‘many people over with their attacking style of play. 

Queensland's ‘never to shy to say a word or two" 
coach Miron Bleiberg pumped his predominantly 
Young chargers up fom the word go but like the 
Melbourne Victory, the Roar had problems scoring 
goals. 

Tt was only towards the end of the season they start- 
ed to find the back of the net with not only goals, but 
also winning matches. 

‘Their charge towards a final four place nearly 
became a reality but left their run too little too late. 

The emergence of some key young stas like Jonti 
Richter, Massimo Murdocca, Matt McKay, Spase 
Dilevski and keeper Tom Willis has put the team in 
good stead as was the late recruitment of Brazilian 
Reinaldo de Elias who added a new dimension into 
the Roar’s game, 

Alex Brosque showed his class why he was one of 
the competition’s most sort after players by notching 
up the most goals in the side, but his transfer to 
Sydney FC has left a massive hole in the Roars attack 
especially afier Michael Baird’s move to Romania as 
well 


Coa 


le will be long remembered for his 
famous feud with Adelaide coach John Kosmina, but 
Bleiberg’s tactics in pushing the theme of attacking 
football was certainly seen as a refreshing look for 
many of the fans and critics. 


(noes busting Sous Korea woe? Bue Su Sea waa 


Compiled by Mark.Stavroulakis 


Miron was said to be on the way out towards the 
end of the season after rumours circulated the press 
that former Socceroos coach Frank Farina was to be 
appointed. 

To Bleiberg’s credit, he was awarded another sea- 
son and will have to be at his best if he wants to 
extend his contract further. 

In all seriousness, it's someone like Bleiberg’s 
character like Sydney's Pierre Littbarski and 
Adelaide's Kosmina, that the A-League needs more 
of. 


+s Starting off as one of the most consis- 
tent defenders across the league, Chad Gibson was in 
his prime and probably played some of his best foot- 
ball ever in his career. A late knee injury though scup- 
pered his run towards the top and his arm-band was 
‘given to a few players and the fact thet young McKay 
‘grabbed it for one much typified the faith Miron had 
in all his players, young and old. 


Star Player: the vastly experienced style of 
central midfielder Hyuk-Su Seo really stood out inthe 
Roar squad. 

The strong and tough tacking South Korean scored 
some eracking goals from long range bat cleaned up 
a number of times in defence as well. 

‘Was easly regarded as one ofthe best import play- 
ers in the league this year. 

Seo was rewarded fora terific season with a new 
2-year contract. 


Biggest Disappointment: there vas » 
bit of hype revolving around that of young midfielder 
and former Young Socceroo Jordan Simpson when he 
first signed alongside his twin brother Tyler at the 
club. 

His huge 194cm frame did little to impress and his 
fall-out with Bleiberg towards the end of the year 
summed up what was a frustrating season for the for- 
mer Gladesville Hornsby product. 

Jordan has left the country and has signed a con- 
tract in Switzerland, 


Crowds the Roar were amazing this year inthe 
fans department and finished up in second spot with 
am average of 14,785 for the year. A remarkable 
achievement by the Sunshine Coast club. 


Top Scorer: Atx 
Brosque finished as the club’s 
top scorer with 8 goals. 


Futures a recent trip to 
Korea has underlined the seri- 
cousness Roar coach Bleiberg 
hhas already taken the new 
year. It's understood that 
there’s been a short-list of up 
to 20 players that will see the 


‘new players. 
‘Both the NSW and Victorian 
Premier Leagues will be mon- 
itored as Bleiberg prepares his 
assault for the new year ahead. 
‘One player that seems to have 
found his feet near signing is 
Knights’s most consistent 
midfielder Zenon Caravella 
who toured with the side in 
Korea, 

The club will be batting to 
re-sign their Socceroo in 
Spase Dilevski who has been 
subject to many interests from 
Finding good strikers is the 
club’s main priority obviously 
as both Baird and Brosque 
have parted company with the 
Roar, 


The club has already said its 
farewell to Tyler Simpson, 
Todd Gava and Reece 
‘Tollenacre. 
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PERTH GLORY 


Analysis: 4 ctub known as the benchmark ofthe 
former National Soccer League, the Perth Glory were 
overshadowed this year by an ordinary performance by 
its side compounded with various off-field dramas tha 
took a toll on its below-par season which saw them fin- 
‘ch fifth on the ladder, 

‘Expectations were high in Western Australia when 
they secured the coaching services of former Liverpool 
star Steve McMahon tothe club. 

‘The fact that McMabon persuaded former English 
star siker Brian Deane to W.A. as well really hyped 
the team up in being quite strong. 

Bath signings tumed out to be nightmares forthe 
club as McMahon was the fist ever A-League coach o 
Teave while Deane aston- ~ 
ishingly left Australia and 
‘won a transfer to current 
English Championship 
high flyers Sheffield 
United, 


‘With McMahon gone, 
assistant coach Alan Vest | 
was appointed temporary 


of star striker Damian 
Mori did help the club's 
‘cause as be again sparked 
up a wonderful relation- 
ship with — Bobby 
‘Despotovski but that was- 
n't enough to win the 
cclub’s bid for a finals spot. 

Tt also became clear 
that club owner Nick Tana 
‘was to say good-bye to his 
shares, which has placed a 
‘een interest now on who 
will be the new chairman 
of Perth Glory as well as | 
who will be the new | 
coach? 


Coach: Ain ves 
‘was given little or no time 
to prepare for what was a 
tough stint at the top of 
the coaching pops in the 
A-League, After 
McMahon —_ mutually 
ended his relationship 
with the Glory during the A-League off-season, Vest 
vas left picking up the broken pieces which did have a 
toll on the squad during the Englishman's reign, 

Vest will surely take the roll as assistant coach next 


year as current club technical director Mich’d Avray 
Tooks odds on favourite to land the number one job. 


SHUpDeF: With so much unwanted pressure off the 
field for the Glory, captain Jamie Hamvell wore his 
heart on his sleeve with what was a massive perfor 
‘mance by the strapping stopper. A Socceroos call-up 
really warranted his displays onthe pitch, as that's how 
well he played throughout the year. 


Star Player: The emergence of a new rising 
star in current Socceroo Nicky Ward was the talk of the 
town in WA. His timely goals along with his sheer 
determination in creating something out of nothing 
won him many admires which included Assistant 
Socceroo coaches Graham Amold and Johan 


Neeskens, 

Luckily for the club they've re-signed him for a fur- 
ther two years but I believe a European club will be 
snapping Ward up very soon. 


Biggest Disappointment: rieying for » 
possible Socceroos spot, Simon Colosimo failed to 
make an impact atthe Glory, Tbe Vicorian was in all 
sorts as his form dipped in and out duing the year. 

‘A proposed move to Greece towards the end of the 
‘year fell trough but a rumoured argument with coach 
‘Vest dd lite o help his chances at getting a go with 
the Glory side. 


CHOWAS 4 few years back it was a daunting task 
to go to Perth and face the wrath of the Glory fans, this 
season Was completely the opposite. 

Perth were ranked fifth with a crowd average of 
9,734 which was a major concer to the FFA as the 
Glory were once regarded as the best supporters ofthe 
‘Australian game, 

Let’s hope thatthe Glory fans return for part of the 
AcLeague, 


Top Scorer: potty Despotovski finished up 
with eight goals forthe season. 


Future: rhe ciub’s fst two major steps is finding 


The face of one of the best up and coming stars in the Australlan 
game is that of Glory’s Nick Ward 


‘out who will be the new owner of the club along with 
which manager they will select for the forthcoming 
season. 

A number of players are coming off contract this 
‘yeat so it is not clear as to who will stay at the club but 
its been confirmed that they've already lost Adrian 
Caceres to the Melboume Victory and Scotty Miller 
has decided to retire. 

‘New Zealand Knights midfielder Jeremy Christie 
has signed with the Glory but in bad news, Damian 
‘Mori has ruled out a return to the club for next season. 

A positive sign is that there are some rising stars on 
the club's roster. 

‘Apart from the very impressive Ward, defender 
Ryan Townsend, Billy Celeski and David Micevski 
have been earmarked as future stars for the club 

D’Avary as mentioned earlier looks the likely candi- 
date for being the club’s new coach but we can't count 
ut a possibility that yet another overseas coach could 
take over the reigns at the club. 


SYDNEY FC 


AAnalYSiS: champions of Australia Sydney FC 
were the success story of the A-League it must be 
highlighted. Sure they had the biggest budget out of 
all the sides and yes they did add a touch of class to 
the A-League but its what this competition needed. 

Had we taken Sydney out of the competition the 
spice would have certainly been out ofthe league. 

It’s been a hectic year for the Harbour City led by 
‘their German maestro in Pierre Littbarski. The suc- 
cess story of the best marquee signing ever in 
Australia Dwight Yorke displayed the true profes- 
sional he was with a stunning season. 

Coming into the year as favourites for taking out 

the league, Sydney was overshadowed by Adelaide 
but made up for their Premiership loss in the Grand- 
Finals. 
‘The World Club Championships was also another 
destination Sydney travelled to in Tokyo where they 
did Australia proud by putting in some great perfor- 
ances. 

‘The resurgence of Club Captain Mark Rudan was a 
success story in itself while Australia may have 
unearthed a new star in the making in the lively David 
Camey, 

Sure he may have a heavy English accent but thank 
god he’s 100% Australia, Clint Bolton starred well for 
Sydney, Alvin Ceccoli guined « Socceroo call-up for 
a solid year while Steve Corica who scored the 
Grand-Final winner too was in outstanding for. 

‘You can’t count out star striker Sasho Petrovski 
‘who continued his record in banging in goals for fun 
with nine forthe year, the highest in the league, 

‘Young stars such as Mark Milligan, Jacob Timpano 
and the late arrival of Ruben Zadkovich also paved 
‘way for a new beginning for the club. 

‘You can't forget the guest appearance of Japanese 
sensation Kamu Miura who wowed the crowds with 
his flair and ability and his image was a haven for 
‘Asian fans in Sydney home matches especially. 


CoaCH: speculation about Litbarski’s future has 


Mariners 


Compiled by Mark Stavroulakis 


taken a main stage head-line as Sydney fans wonder 
‘whether the fiery little German will again call Sydney 
home. 

‘The former World Cup winner has stated his inter- 
est in staying with Sydney but wants 1 long-term deal 
of at least 2-3 seasons otherwise his efforts will be 
shipped off to either Asia or the Middle East. 
‘Nevertheless it was a tremendous season for Pierre, 
his bond with the team along with assistant coach Tan 
Crook really made a difference to the squad, 

Who could forget his verbal stoush with John 
‘Kosmina, Pierre was man enough to stand-up for him- 
self in front of the daunting figure of “Kossie’ and 
‘gave every inch back to him, verbally. 

However the main question on everybody's lips is, 
will he be back again? Every Sydney fan is hoping so. 


SHipper tt started off with Mark Rudan being 
skipper but injuries set-back the hig defender's case 
for carrying the armband, In entered the A-League’s 
shining light in Dwight Yorke and he did not disap- 
point. 

His leadership skills were second to none as his big 
time experience shone out. 

‘A player that every teammate looked up too, ike 
Littbarski, Yorke’s future i still unsure. 

With another year left on his contract, his tremen- 
dus season with Sydney alerted 2 number of English 
Premier League sides but Yorke did state that he will 
Took owards finalising his future very soon, 

The next stage in Yorke's successful career is the 
World Cup in Germany in June. 


Star Player: Again, you can't go by with not 
saying that Yorkie was the star player for Sydney and 
even the A-League. He’s easily become the best ever 
player from overseas to temporarily call Australia 
home and completely shut up the critics who thought 
hhe-was here for just a holiday. 

‘Not only was Yorke a gun scorer with 7, but he set- 
upa number of goals also. 


Biggest Disappointment: Former 
Socceroo striker David Zdrilic was out of sorts in his 
first year back from European football. Scoring only 
a solitary goal in nine starts, Zdrilic came off the 
bench ten times this season but failed to stamp his 
‘authority 2s one of the main strikers for Sydney. 

His position was taken up by Petrovski who ended 
up the club’s top scorer. 


CrOWd: Austratia has hailed a new super sup- 
porters group in “The Cove’ as they were brilliant in 
the success story of Sydney FC. 

‘They finished the year as the best fans with the best 

gate averages of 16,669. 
Their popularity has shot t fame so 
much 0, even rival footballing codes 
‘want a piece of them. 

Good on you lads! 


Top Scorer: sasho Petrovski ended 


up the cluh’s top scorer with nine. 


Future: Where to from bere for 
Sydney? The first step for the board is 
obviously finalising whether they are to 
keep both Littbarski and Yorke and then 

*} focus on laying the foundations for the 
|| rest of the new squad. 

Its been said that the club is already in 

talks with a few other overseas stars. 
Names mentioned were Dennis 
Bergkamp, Edgar Davids and Paolo Di 
Canio so Australia will expect yet anoth- 
er big name to be added to the Sydney 
Toster. 
‘Already the club has signed Roar’s 
exciting young striker in Alex Brosque, 
which has furthered the case that one of 
the strikers from Sydney will make way 
with his arival. 

If Littbarski is given a new deal, he, 
along with Crook have pencilled in play- 
ens from rival A-League sides as the rush 
will slowly start once more in wanting to 
be part of one of the biggest clubs in 
Australia. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 14, 2006 


CENTRAL COAST 


CENTRAL COAST 
MARINERS 


Analysis: in whst was one of the most memo 
rable and most successful stores ofthe league this yer, 
the Central Coast Mariners put their club forward as 
teeing one to look out fori seasons wo come, 

‘The local Central Coast community was in awe of 
the amazing success story oftheir beloved side who did 
ever so well to reach the Grand-Final by finishing third 
on the ladder, 

Narrowly missing out on victory in the finals, 
Lawrie MeKinna and his men held their heads high for 


many sides but players | 
Andre 


claims as being the club's 
‘most consistent players. 
Overall, a job very well 
«done by the Mariners who 
endured a majestic 12- 
match unbeaten run 
towards the finals an 
incredible achievement 
without a doubt. 


as he showed why he was 
cone of the most underesti- 
mated managers in the 
league. 

After going through 
period where wasn’t paid 


‘The fact that he wanted to have one over ther rivals 
the Jets was the best motivation for the squad who 


looked fearless towards the end of the season. 


SHIPPeT: Noel spencer started the year with a 
bang after scoring a scorcher ofa goal against ihe Glory 
in round | of the A-League. His ferocious stots com- 
piled with his tackling and slick passing made him one 
ofthe most credited players inthe competition, 

The finals series saw abit ofa drop in form from the 
skipper but overall, his achievement was second to 
none. 


Star Player: in what was a coin toss between 
Michael Beauchamp and Dean Heffernan, both gained 
the award in this department, Beauchamp was simply 
superb in the Mariners defence, his aerial dominance 
and reliable tackling led him to being called-up to the 
Socceroos against Bahrain. 

While his other half in Heffeman was on fie. 


Dean Heffernan played a pivotal role in the Mariners success story 
this season 


Apart from being named as the club's pin-up boy, his 
efforts on the pitch was quite simply fantastic. 

His mesmerising runs from defence to attack led him 
to become one of the club’s highest scorers with 8 goals 
to his name, 

Who would ever have thought of a defender, from 
left back, to have scored eight? Not many, 


Biggest Disappointment: 1 was cisap- 
pointing that the Teague did not see the qualities of 
striker Nick Mrdja. 

‘Alkmee problem sidelined him for the eatre season, 
which inflicted a lot of pressure on the Mariners ta 


score, 

‘The former Perth Glory star cannot wait forthe new 
season as he wants to catch up on the year he lost out 
on. 


CKOWG: Like sydaey’s ‘Cove’ supporters, the 
‘Mariners had their own tribal group that stood out in 
more ways than one. 

‘The Marinators' were awesome, their singing and 
total commitment to the side rain, hail or shine was one 
of the reasons why the Coast was so successful as a 
club. 

‘The down side though was that the crowd averages 
‘were rather poor as the side finished up in seventh spot 
with 7,899 which was mainly due to the poor weather 
= 


the club experienced on match day. 


Top Scorer: Both stewar Petrie and Heffernan 
finished up on eight goals piece. 


Furture: Aster buitding up such a brilliant atmos- 

phere within the group, the Mariners will once again r- 
group for the new year with a couple of fresh new 
faces. 
‘Led by thir fitness instructor and defender Andrew 
(Clark, the boys will be kept busy til the star ofthe year 
but the club will welcome back injured stars 
Hutchinson and Mrdja which will add more depth to 
the Mariners squad. 

McKinna and assistant Ian Ferguson will also look at 
few players from various clubs in the NSW Premier 
League but a marquee signing looks highly unlikely 
after the suocess of the side this season, 

[Look to see one ofthe club's major fans in advertis- 
ing guru John Singleton play more of «roll next year. 


a 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


In what was a fantastic rule instilled to 
all 8 participating A-League sides this 
season, the rule of having at least three 
under 20 players in their respective 


squads really promoted the development 
of our up and coming youngsters in the 


competition. 


Just a thought, a better ruling for next 
season would be to make it compulsory 
that at least two young Under 20 players 


must play in the team should be put in 
force in making the development process 
work that much better, 

Nevertheless, a number of new names 
were heard over the speakers this season 
where ABSW was there first hand to give 


sides. 


readers its thoughts on who the Under 
20's find of the season was and who were 
the best youngsters in their respective 


Michael Matricciani 


{Adelaide United-Striker) 


t wasn't easy establishing a promi- 
nent under 20's player in the 
Premiership winning side of 

Adelaide United as lets be honest here, the 

side did not utilize them as well as other 

squads did. 

On the Reds books you had former 
Young Socceroos keeper Nick Crossley, 
central midfielder Tony Hatzis and striker 
Michael Matricciani. 

‘The latter would have to have been the 
pick of the tio. 

‘Thwarted by injury during the star of the 
season, it was hard going for the 19-year- 
cold who was primed for a push in John 
Kosmina’s side out of it's young brigade, 

Overall, Michael took part in three A- 
League matches and did his bit in keeping 
his name in the squad for next season. 

Playing against the Victory, Glory and 
the Knights, he's already tasted a small 
sample of A-League football which he 
hopes he wil be getting more of next year. 

Games Played - 3 (All 3 appearances 
from coming off the beach) 

*Selected in the recent U23's camp 


Danny Vukovic 


(CC Mariners-Goalkeeper) 


ithout a shadow of a doubt 
tral Coast Mariners keeper 
Danny Vukovic reilly made a 
hhuge name for himself during this season’s 
A-League competition. 


It was a fairytale story for the former 
Young Socceroo as coming to the Mariners, 
young Danny knew he was in for a tough 
time in starting as his mentor (iterally) in 
John Crawley was the tll figure standing in 
front of him and that coveted number one 


Jersey. 

As always in football, luck came ‘Vuka’s 
‘way in not a great fashion but an unfortu- 
nate hip injury to Crawley, who was having 
a blinder of a season to date, in round 5, 
saw the gates open for Danny and boy did 
he take his chance of being the club’s lead- 
ing custodian. 

Leaming from the best (Crawley being 
hhis Keeper coach since a youngster) 
‘Vukovic ceased this golden opportunity 
and played 20 matches in the Mariners’ 
outstanding season to date, 

Shot-stopping, penalty saving and play- 
ing as a sweeper typified Vukovic’s year, 

Easily another keeper to look out for in 
glorious production line of Australian shot- 


stoppers, Vukovic is also in line for an 
lyroos call-up forthe Beijing Olympics in 
2008. 

Matches Played - 20 

*Sclected in the recent U23"s camp 


Adrian Leijer 


(Melbourne Victory-Defender) 


may come as a shock to many 
people but yes Adrian Leijer i 
only 19-years of age, 

‘Many people thought that watching this 
defender in action this season, his age was 
in his mid-20's but that’s because Leijer 
played the central defender role so well. 


Given the thumbs up by Coach Erie 
Merrick, Leijer was the find of the season 
for Melbourne who struggled at times in 
keeping a consistent result. 

Born in Dubbo but residing in the out- 
skirts of Melboume, the tall, strong eye 
catching defender was even placed on the 
shortlist of the recent Socceroos squad that 
played against Bahrain a few weeks back. 

‘This kid will go far and Merrick will 
again put his faith in young Leijer io shine 
‘once more next year, 

‘Tt must be said that Leijer was given 
some expert tutelage by two very confident 
defenders in Kevin Muscat and Geoffrey 
Claeys who showed young Adrian the 


Topes. 
Matches Played - 20 (19 games started) 


*Selected in the recent U23’s camp 


Stuart Musialik 


(Newcastle Jets-Midfielder) 


Ithough not given the amount of 
game time he deserved, promising 
-central midfielder Stuart Musialik 
staked his claim for a starting birth into the 
Jets side for next season, 


Bom in and bred in Newcastle, the local 
product, an ex-AIS graduate also two more 
seasons in perfecting his football in 
Australia’s elite league, 

Known as a great passer of the ball as 
well as a real work-horse, Musialik will 
Jong remember his first A-League goal 
after he bravely headed home against the 
New Zealand Knights in round 4. 

Much more is expected from Stuart for 
the new-year but he has the potential to 
deliver. 

‘Matches Played ~ 19 (8 games started) 

*Selected in the recent U23’s camp 


Jeremy Brockie 


(NZ Knights-Striker) 


twas quite tre thatthe New Zealand 

Knights had the worst possible start 

to their A-League careers as they fin 
ished at the foct of the ladder with a poor 
six points from 21 matches however one 
shining light to have come out of the camp 
was that of Kiwi born striker Jeremy 
Brockie. 


Famous for sporting dreadlocks, the 
Nelson born attacker was a breath of fesh 
air when John Adshead introduced him to 
the senior squad 

Tn 12 matches (nine official stats), 
Brockie scored 4 goals, the best alongside 
Simon Yeo in the Knights’ goa) scorers 
tally 

That stat in itself suggested that this 
youngster had an eye for goal. 

A quick and hard to beat player, Brockie 
also represented the senior Kiwi side this 
season and has stated that his wish isto play 
in the A-League but with an Australian 
side, 

Matches Played ~ 12 (9 games started) 

‘Capped for the New Zealand Senior 
Squad 


Spase Dileuski 


(QLD Roar-Defender) 


Jot was spoken about the potential 

Spase Dilevski possessed prior to 

AcLeague season and many 

saw why he was seen as one of the most 

prominent up and coming players in the 

Australian youth ranks with a great season 
atthe Roar. 

Dilevski originally signed a short-term 
deal with Queensland but luckily for the 
Sunshine Coast side, it become @ perma- 
nent deal as Tae-Yong Shin retired from the 
‘game due to a nasty ankle injury. 

Tt was quite ironic that Spase took part in 


2 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY —MARCH 14, 2006 


the Club World Championships with the 
Victory (bom in Melbourne) but ended up 
signing a full time deal with the Roar. 

His darting runs from both the right and 
left hand side of defence along with his 
great crossing won him many fans. 

Dilevski was amongst the last Socceroos 
squad that took part in the Asian Cup match 
against Bahrain, 

Matches Played ~ 19 (16 games started) 

**Selected in the recent U23’s camp 
was also a member of the Socceroos squad 
in Bahrain 


Jacob Timpano 


(Sydney FC-Defender) 


be able to play 18 full matches 

for champions Sydney FC in 

defence: really says it all about 

their 19-year-old defender in Jacob 
Timpano. 


‘The strapping central defender had & 
yeat he won't forget in a hurry as he 
became a tower of strength for Piere 
Littbarski’s side. 

Great in the air and also a good distribu- 
tor of the ball, Jacob's great run alerted « 
umber of on-lookers who too saw the 
potential the big defender possessed. 

Having made his official Australian 
Teague debut as a young 16-year-old during 
the old NSL days with the Wollongong 
Wolves, Jacob has surely matured into one 
of Australia’s rising defenders. 

Leaming from some of the best in the 
business with club captain Mark Rudan 
giving him ahelping hand, Timpano will be 
a ‘shoe’ in for a spot in the Olyroos squad 
bound for Beijing in 2008 if he continues 
his good form. 

‘Matches Played ~ 21 (18 games started) 

‘Selected in the recent U23’s camp 


ABSW'S UNDER 20 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Nick Ward 


(Midflelder-Perth Glory) 


‘ithout a shadow of a doubt 
Perth Glory’s Nicky Ward 
stood class ubwve the rest 
of his fellow team-mates in the Under 
20's category after playing out a ster- 
ling season in his first ever A-League 
year. 
‘The 20-year-old was surely seen as. 
cone exciting player in what was a very 
average season at the Glory. 


An attacking midfielder with aneye [i 


for goal, Nicky hit his targets well, 


five times in fact that caught the attention of the Australian football fraternity, 
His achievements with the Glory did not go un-noticed as he was given a call-up 
to the Socceroos squad that defeated Bahrain Which was an amazing feat for the W.A. 


‘bom and bred star, 


Perth's efforts to keep Ward under their stable took a tum for the better when the 
announced a few weeks ago they had signed him for an extra 2 seasoas. 

But it is no secret that overseas clubs are circling the rising sta. 

Holland looked the likely destination as a number of clubs were keen on getting 
the Glory youngster on trials but English Championship outfit Leicester City got in 
and put Ward through his paces a few days after his memorable Bahrain experience. 

is progress to the top will be seen in his second season in the A-League and if 
he impresses yet again, then put his name down as a future Australian star. 

My advice is to watch him now, while he's stil in Oz! 

Matches Played 21 — (13 games started) 
**Selected in the recent U23's camp was also a member of the Socceroos squad 


in Bahrain 


ABSW ® 


Complete review 
from Italy, England 
and the rest of 
Europe pages 29-31. 


 Mahn states ‘Ling knews 
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Villa marvels 


at Valencia 


fhis season Barcelona 

have unquestionably 

been the dominant 
force in Spanish football. 

After enduring mixed for- 
tunes over the last few years, 
‘Valencia are playing compet- 
ively and consistently once 
again. The league and UEFA 
Cup double achieved by cur- 
rent Liverpool boss Rafael 
Benitez in 2003-04 proved 
too hard an act to follow for 
the returning Claudio 
Ranieri, whose second spell 
in charge of the club left fans 
with an abiding sense of pes- 
simism. 

Ranieri's departure herald- 
ed the arrival of Sanchez 
Flores, a former Real Madrid 
player who eamec rave 
reviews for his coaching 
work at Getafe. Since his 
arrival at the club last sum- 
mer, Sanchez Flores has 
gone about crafting a side 
that is organized and disci- 
plined both in attack and 
defence. Optimism once 
again abounds at the 
Mestalla, with fans particu- 
Jerly thrilled atthe sersation- 
al form of their most potent 
marksman, David Villa. 

The 24-year-old native 
Asturian cut his teeth at 
Sporting Gijon before 
revealing his full potential 
last year with Zaragoza. Los 
Matios were finally persuad- 
ed to part with him for the 
tidy sum of _12 million, but 
as any Valencian will now 
tell you, their new No.7 has 
been worth every cent. 

With 15 strikes already to 
his name, Villa is not only 
bis club's top scorer this sea~ 
son, but also the leading 
Spanish goalscorer in La 


Liga, having netted just four 
fewer than overall leader 
‘Samuel Eto'o. 

His goal haul represents 
almost half the team's tally 
(37), and his importance is 
underlined by the fact that 
the club's next highest scorer 
is Pablo Aimar on four goals. 

Despite what the numbers 

may say, David Vila insists 
football is a team game and 
that he is not obsessed with 
individual records. 
"Tm not worried about 
whether or not I overtake 
Eto'o. It's collective success 
that make us a good side, and 
my goal now is to catch 
Barcelona not Samuel," the 
player told FIFA.com. 

Villa insists that everyone 
is focused on the title race: 
"We're all hoping Valencia 
‘can become league champi- 
ons, Right now we're in sec- 
‘ond spot, ten points behind 
Barcelona, but I'm confident 
‘we can make that up over the 
remaining games." 

Villa bas every right to be 
confident, especially with 
the kind of form he is cur- 
rently enjoying. 

Six times this season his 
finishing has secured vital 
wins for Valencia, and twice 
more he has eamed them 
precious draws. In simple 
terms, his sharp shooting has 
gamered the club 20 points, 


Hard work and 
Passion 

A big admirer of fellow 
Asturians Juanele and Luis 
Enrique, two strikers who 
also spent their formative 
years at Sporting Gijon, Villa 
told us the secret of his suc- 
cess: 


"I enjoy what I do. Of 
course, there's also the years 
of hard work I spent trying to 
play for a team of the calibre 
of Valencia. It's also vital to 
believe in yourself and strive 
to improve every day, and 
‘equally important to have the 
support of a good group of 
players who can match your 
effort." 

‘The youngster never miss- 
es an opportunity to. thank 
his teammates, past and pre- 
sent, for the help they have 
given him along the way."A 
Jot of it is down to them,” he 
says with a smile, 

Villa also reveals that the 
‘most difficult defence he has 
come up against this season 
has been his former club. 
"The team I struggled most 
against were Zaragoza. It 
was a strange day for me, T 
couldn't find my game. 
They're great defenders and 
also former teammates, all of 
which made it very tough for 
me. 


El Guaje (an affectionate 
Astrurian term for a kid), as 
Villa is known, has become 
practically irreplaceable in 
the Valencia attack. He has 
started 23 of 26 league 
games this season - he 
missed one through suspen- 
sion - and has clocked up 
1969 minutes of playing 
time, The local fans never 
tire of hailing him from the 
terraces with chants of "Villa 
Maravilla" (Marvellous 
Villa) 

"It makes me immensely 
proud to hear that, because 
my job is to keep the fans 
bappy. Hearing them chant 
my mame makes me even 
more determined to keep 


Valencla's man of the moment, striker David Villa (right) celebrates a goal 


with Spain during their friendly clash against the Ivory Coast 
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‘atching Arsenal centre- 
back Philippe Senderos 
successfully marshalling 


Switzerland's defence against the 
strike forces of France, Republic of 
Ireland and Turkey last antumn, it 
seemed almost impossible to believe 
that here was a young player less than 
nine months into his senior interna- 
tional career. 

‘The 21-year-old defender has already 
achieved a lot in a short space of time, 
however, most notably when he cap- 
tained Switzerland's U-15 side at the age 
of 13 and then went on to skipper the U- 
17s all the way to the 2002 UEFA 
European Championship title in 
‘Denmark — bringing the Swiss their first 
ever international tournament victory at 
any level. 

‘Born in Geneva to a Serbian mother 
and Spanish father, Senderos - who 


Swiss look 
to Senderos 


speaks French, Spanish, German, Serbo- 
Croatian and English - is arguably the 
most outstanding member of the young, 
multi-cultural group of players who 
have brought new hope and ambition to 
‘Swiss football. 

Starting out as a five-year-old foot- 
baller in Servette's junior set-up, 
Senderos progressed steadily through 
the ranks of the Geneva-based club to 
take his debut in the Swiss top division 
at the age of 16. 

By now growing into his towering 
1,90-metre frame, the teenage Senderos 
had already caught the eye of Arsenal 
manager Arsene Wenger but the club 
had to contend with plenty of high-cali- 
bre rivals (reportedly including 
Juventus, Real Madrid, Manchester 
United and Liverpool) for the young- 
ster's signature following his heroics for 
the Swiss U-17s. 

‘Although it seems little more than a 
blip looking back now, Senderes had to 
endure a frustrating start to his Arsenal 
career, however, when a string of 
injuries kept him out of action for 
almost an entire year. 

It was another injury — this time to 
team-mate Sol Campbell at the start of 
2005 — that was eventually to give 
Senéeros his first major opportunity at 
the club. Although probably introduced 


to the first team earlier than Wenger 
would have liked, the young Swiss 
showed incredible maturity — holding 
onto his place in the heart of the Arsenal 
defence even when Campbell returned 
to fitness, 

Senderos's first chance for 
Switzerland's senior team came in simi- 
Jar circumstances just a couple of 
months later when an injury to experi- 
enced centre-back Murat Yakin saw the 
then-20-year-old thrown into the side 
ahead of a crunch FIFA World Cup™ 
qualifier away to France. 

Once again Senderos proved a revela- 
tion, comfortably containing David 
‘Trezeguet as the Swiss held the French 
toa vital goalless draw. Although he has 
faced renewed competition in the 
Arsenal first team, his place in 
Switzerland's starting line-up has never 
been in doubt since. 

As calm and softly spoken off the 
pitch as he is passionate and vocal on it, 
Senderos has already been spoken of as 
a future team captain — both for Arsenal 
and the Swiss national side. Having 
already led his country to that first ever 
trophy with the U-17s, Senderos certain- 
ly has the hunger and the belief to 
inspire his team-mates to further success 
onan even bigger stage. 


going,” he says, before 
insisting again that itis all 
about the team and not him. 

When it comes to finish- 
ing, it seems that nothing is 
beyond Villa. 

He has scored with head- 
ers, penalties (he is still to 
miss one), cute finishes in 
the box, and spectacular 
efforts like the 40-yard 
screamer he recently scored 
against Deportivo. 

So what would he like to 
improve? "Admitting my 
weak, points would be a 
‘weakness in itself," the strik- 
cr replies. "In truth though, 
there are many things to 
‘work on, and hopefully T can 
score ever better goal to win 
games for my team." 

2005 was also-a great year 
for Villa on a personal level, 
coinciding as it did with the 
birth of his second daughter 
and his impressive debut 
with the Spanish national 
team. He is now widely 
expected to receive aberth in 
Luis Aragones’ 23-man 
squad for the 2006 FIFA 
World Cup Germany. "I was 


future 


U= 
use of a second 
match referee in a 


bid to damp down on play- 
ers faking injury in order 
to get an opponent red- 
carded. 

UEFA chief executive 
Lars-Carister Olsson told 
BBC Five Live radio: 
use of two referees wil be 
discussed in the summer." 

"Previous tests haven't 
been successful because of 
communication,” 

He added: "We haven't 
foreseen any tests in the near 


matters that has come up in 
discussion with clubs in 
terms of dealing with this 


UEFA considers 


second ref 


will discuss the 


“The 


but it is one of the 


A second referee may be introduced in cutting out 
the mistakes done by the whistleblowers 


\ behaviour.” racism, the head of European "But this is_a very tticky 

HOVE oe Neo) Olsson also believes that football's ruling body said one because you cannot have 

Its what every player wants. | Britain is top of the UEFA were considering the matches decided in the 

Now hea European league for diving deducting points from clubs boardroom or by thediscipli- 

that shirt for as Jong a | in matches. whose fans are guilty of nary bodies." 

possible, the player | — "I¢ seems it has been sig- racist abuse. "Tt should be decided on 

enthused. _ | nificantly more in Britain "We have been discussing the pitch, so our first objec- 
If he can maintain his | than in the other pars of also within UEFA whether tive has to be to get every- 

form for the remainder of the | yrope, although there have we should have other mea- body involved around the 

season, then he will surely be | been reports from interma- sures, such as taking points match to create the correct 

adding to his tally at this | tional games as well." he away fromaclub, for exam- atmosphere.” 

summer's showpieceeventin | sci PHM creas 

Germany. ‘As for the fight against said. 


“Lam still Germany's 


Not’, says Kahn 


one spot in the Germany team for 
the FIFA World Cup, believes he still has 
the edge over his rival. 

"The national team coach told me again 
recently that I was the number one and would 
remain the number one as long as I kept per- 
forming well," the Bayern keeper told 
“Monday's issue of German football magazine 
Kicker. 

Germany coach Jurgen Klinsmann, howev- 
er, said he would not decide the battle of the 
sar Al xi cl alas 


ferro Rea oe ere als 
friendly defeat by Italy last week, rejected a 
magazine report that he had picked Arsenal's 
Lehmann over Kahn. 

"The situation remains that Jens is Oliver's 


‘be taken before the end of the season.” 


‘Kah, who led Germany to the 2002 FIFA 
World Cup final against Brazil, and Lehmann, 
Jong Kahn's understudy, have been involved in- 
a testy duel for the goalkeeper position since 
Kinsman took charge in 2004 and said the 
job was open for both. 


German goalkeeper Oliver Kahn 


Kuyt emerges as threat 
to Van Nistelrooy 


the winner in their 1-0 win over Ecuador, 

according to coach Marco van Basten, 
‘The Feyenoord player struck three minutes 

into the second hulfo seal victory inthe FIFA 


roventus 
Buffon is | 


Bites Vena oe 


‘best and ready to aid Bianconeri 


“/m feeling really good, at 
110 per cent in fact," the saot- 
stopper, who is widely 
regarded as the finest in the 
world, told Datasport, 

‘The former Parma man 
‘missed the first six months of 
the season after damaging his 
shoulder during « pre-season 
friendly against Milan, 

But Buffon is now back in 
between the sticks for club 


Germany. 


Cama cant me 
retumed to the national side 
for the 4-1 win, over 


“Things went really well 
‘against the Germans,” contin- 
ued the custodian. “I would 
say that if we continue to 
work like this then we will be 
in good bas during the 


World Cup warm-up match a couple of weeks 
back having moved from his usual right-wing 
spot to the centre with Van Nistelrooy side 
Tined by fia, 

"Kuyt did well and played with a lot of 
‘movement so the central striker position is get- 
‘ting busy, even though he should haye handled 
his chances with more efficiency," Van Basten 
told a news conference, 

At his club he plays the same position and. 
‘that is what he wants but so does Ruud (van 
Nistelrooy). He left a good impression today 
‘and we will take that into consideration.” 

Despite lacklustre first half Van Basten 
decided not to disrupt his side too much and 
‘made only two substitutions. Newcomers Kew 
Jaliens and Martijn Meerdink were granted the 
full 90 minutes to recover from a disappoint- 


ie tase nyt Goede ond jor 


ees: 

“It is our objective to get 
se sorts of results in the 
future too.” 
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Much ado about Freddy 


ard. In 2003, aged barely 13 and just three 
weeks after receiving full US citizenship, the 

youngster was inspiring gasps of dishelief at the 

FIFA U-17 World Championship in Finland. 

Inthe shadow of a giant ski jump in Lahti, Adu's 
first contribution of the USA's opening match 
against Korea Republic was to round four defend- 
ersand the goalkeeper before tapping home. 

Now, atthe ripe old age of 16 - and still eligible 
for the U-17, U-20 and U-23 national teams - the 
young dribbling wizard from DC United finds bim- 
self pressing hard fora spot in Bruce Arena’s senior 
national team for the FIFA World Cup™ in 
Germany. 

‘Adu tums 17 one week before the USA's open- 
ing finals game against the Czech Republic in 
Gelsenkirchen, meaning that he could become the 
youngest player in FIFA World Cup finals history. 
‘And with 23 spots up for grabs, Adu — who honed 
his sumptuous skills playing barefoot against 
grown men in the streets of Tema in his native 
Ghana — is desperate to somehow force his way 
into Arenas plans 

Adu made his international debut as a substitute 
in the USA's goalless draw with Canada on 22 
January, having been selected for the star-of-year 
training camp in California. Prior to handing Adu 
his first cap, US head coach Arena — not known for 
extravagant flights of fancy — ied to put the situa 
tion into perspective by suggesting Adu was a 
“long shot" for the squad but making him the 
Americans! youngest ever player (at 16 years and 
234 days) will have done nothing to dampen expec- 
tations. 

Of course, the expectations surrounding the 
youngster have always been incongruously high; 
he was long touted as the saviour of football in the 
USA, even drawing careless comparisons to Pele 
Yet, perhaps not unsurprisingly give his age, Adu — 
who only two years ago featured in FIFA World 
Championships at both Junior (U-17) and Youth 


[: ‘seems Freddy Adu is living life in fast-for- 


(U-20) level — has had his share of difficulties in 
making the transition to the professional game. 

Coming into Major League Soccer at just 14 
years old - thus becoming the youngest pro athlete 
inthe US for over a century - Adu was expected to 
produce immediately. 

Not only was he the youngest player in the 
fledgling league, he was also its highest-paid — 
MLS having negotiated a 500,000 USD per year 
deal in order to stop him heading to one of the 
high-profile European clubs who were ssid to be 
monitoring this precocious talent. 

Once installed at DC United, MLS began to use 
‘Adu's grinning image to sell tickets all over the US. 
Everyone had heard of this remarkable young phe- 
nom and many came out to see him play when DC 
United came to their town. But with 2 highly pro- 
fessional coach in former Poland captain Peter 
‘Nowak, Adu still had some lessons to leam and 
‘was used largely as a substitute in his first season, 

Still, he scored five goals and was named in the 
league's all-star team as DC United claimed their 
fourth MLS championship in 2004. Adu's form 
improved in his second season and he looked to 
have found a home playing behind the strikers — 
although he was still used largely as a back-up. 


Dreaming of Germany 

Adu may haye not matched some of the unreal- 
istic expectations placed on his shoulders in his 
first two seasons as a pro but the player is keen to 
haul himself into Arena’s squad for this summer's 
finals and maintain his meteoric development. 

“Half the team is already sorted out with the 
European-based guys," Adu told reporters at the 
start of the January camp. 

"Realistically, there are maybe two of three spots 
left on the team, It's definitely a long way to make 
this team, but you know what? I'm not worried. I'm 
not going to try to compete with other players. I'm 
going to focus on doing what I need to do to help 
the team that I'm on." 


2010 African Nations 
Cup hosts to be 
named in September 


USA football prodigy Freddy Adu 


Arena has described Adu as "a player who can 
go around a defender by himself” — a rarity in the 
team according to the coach - yet a place in the 
USA's final 23 could still prove a stretch for the 
teenage sensation. 

However, he is at east in with a shout. Having 
declined the chance to switch allegiances to Ghana, 
Adu's debit appearance as a late substitute against 
Canada confirmed him as the youngest internation- 
al in US football history. Now his target is to set a 
similar record at the FIFA World Cup but whether 
or not June brings a trip to Germany, he looks set to 
be inspiring headlines and heavy interest for a long 
time to come, 


‘Til break hearts”, 
admits Lippi 


taly boss Marcello Lippi has conceded that he will dis- 
[Te a number of players when he names his 
World Cup squad. “I can't pick 60,” he said. 

‘The Azzurri tactician has less than 90 days to finalise his 
plans for this summer's German assault, but today admitted 
that he won't be able to please everyone. 

“Lam happy that I have the full disposal of a lot of Italian 
players for the World Cup,” said the former Juventus maestro, 

| just hope that when the times comes for me to compile 
my list there is the realisation that I can only take 23 players 
and not 60 with me. 

“Tstll haven't made up a 
definite list of players for 
the Finals because I will 
evaluate a lot of things 
between now and May.” 

Lippi already received 
flack only last week when 
his decision to call-up 
Christian Vieri wasn't 
entirely weleomed by some 
sections of the Italian 
Press. 

Especially 2s the tacti- 
cian, who also picked 
Vincenzo Taquinta, omitted 
in-form players such ss 
Livomo's Cristiano 
Lucarelli and Milan's 
Pippo Inzaghi. 

There was also no room for Antonio Cassano of Real 
Madrid despite the absence of the injured Francesco Totti. 

Nevertheless, the Azzurri will head north in the summer 
with the renewed hope of their fans after its 4-1 win over 
Germany. 

“Tt was our objective to re-inject the Italian public with 
passion for the side, especially as there was a distinct lack of 
love for us inthe past,” added Lippi. 

“The Italian players love the national team and now we 
have the performances to back that claim up.” 


fallan national team 
coach Marcello Lippi 


jhe hosts for the 2010 African 


Angola, Libya, Mozambique, Namibia, 


Nations Cup finals will be decided in Nigeria, Senegal and Zimbabwe are all hop- 
September, the Confederation of ing to host the finals along with a joint bid 
African Football (CAF) has announced in from Equatorial Guinea and Gabon, 
Cairo. Consideration will be given to factors such 
‘A record eight candidates are due to pre- as the regions where previous finals have 
sent bids to a CAF executive committee teen held, language, footballing aspects, 
meeting in Cairo on May 14 and they will be government guarantees and organisational 
reduced to a shortlist of at most four. ability. 


the shorilist in July and August before the 
hosts are named on Sept. 4. 

Libya, Nigeria and Senegal have staged the 
toumament before while Zimbabwe, who 
were due to be hosts in 2000, had the event 
taken away from them by CAF 12 months 
before the finals because of concems about 
‘the level of preparations. 

‘Angola and Mozambique are in a strong 
position since no Portuguese-speaking coun- 
try has hosted the event. 

"The Nations Cup has only been held in the 
southem African region once before when 
‘South Africa had the finals in 1996. 


FIFA’s number one man Sepp Blatter addressing 


‘the hard-line issues 
F= president Sepp greater restrictions on for- 
Blatter has stated his eign players in these leagues 
desire to implementa at next year's FIFA Congress. 
radical proposal that would "Ideally, each national 
limit Europe's domestic league would have 16 
Jeagues toa maximum of 16 teams,” Blatter said. 
teams. "At our congress in 2007 
Th an interview with we will discuss this, as the 
Germany's Bild newspaper, market and the players can- 
the 69-year-old Blatter also not cope with so much foot- 
hinted that he would push for ball.” 
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‘The Bundesliga currently 
has 18 teams, while the top 
leagues in Spain, England, 


On several occasions, 
Bundesliga and Premiership 
teams have been composed 


Italy and France have 20. _eatirely of foreigners, a situ- 
Blatter believes most ation Blatter brands as "dan- 

clubs are tired of playing so gerous.” 

many games, and indicated "We have to retum 10 a 

that a ruling could be passed point where, in the 

that forced the federations to Bundesliga for example, 

comply with the redvction. there are at least six German 
"FIFA can stipulate it and players in each team," Blatter 

it is the wish of many clubs, said. 

but the FIFA need to order it "Six plus five is the for- 

otherwise it will never hap- mula for the future.” 

pen,” he said. Blatter Jong has wanted a 
Zorich-bomn Blatier also reduction in the European 

suggested that foreign play- fixture list, and in 2003 his 


ers are taking precedence 
cover home-grown talent at 
many clubs in Germany and 
England. 


demand to limit the size of 
European leagues was round- 
ly rejected by the national 
associations. 
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Steaua’s new European dream 


By Paut-Daniet Zaharia é 


s FC Steaua Bucuresti 
continue their bid to end 
their - and Romania's ~ 


20-year wait for a European tro- 
phy this week, they could not 
Ihave been given more evocative 
UEFA Cup Round of 16 oppo- 
nents. 


Greatest day 

FC Barcelona had been comfort- 
able favourites to win the European 
‘Ctampion Clubs' Cup final against 
Steaua, who had never previously 
progressed beyond the first round. 
Bot the Romanian champions were 
about fo set off on a European 
record 119-match unbeaten domes- 
ticrun, and took the game to penal- 
fies in a goalless draw. Four 
Barcelona players drew a blank in 
the shoot-out as Steaua won 7-0, 

Two decades on, having 
accounted for UC Sampdoria and 
SC Heerenveen in a fine UEFA 
Cup run, they face Betis. Lefi-back 
‘Mihai Nesu, who was just three in 
1986, said: "It would be fantastic to 
play in the UBFA Cup final exactly 


Steaua are on the best European In a decade 


Stoica 


contribution 

‘The other crucial man at the 
helm is general manager Mihai 
Stoica, who not only has an eye for 
players - defenders Sorin Ghionez 
and Dorin Goian, as well as top 
scorer Victoras Tacob were his 
picks - but also for coaches, Stoica 
and Becali are both known for their 
outspoken comments, but few can 
argue with their results on the pitch, 
especially in Europe, 


Taking credit 

Indeed, Becali has taken credit 
not only for Steaua's UEFA Cup 
runs, bat those of Rapid and FC 
Dinamo 1848 Bucuresti too. He 
said: "Rapid's qualification and 
Dinamo's good form in this year's 
UEFA Cup are owed to us. 

Why? Because, thanks to my 
huge investment, I forced our 
Romanian rivals to invest as well in 
order to keep pace with us, to com- 
pete in the championship and after- 
wards in the European club 
competitions." 


20 years afier the triumph in 
Seville." 


Romanian revival 

While Steaua have rarely fea 
tured on the European top table 
since their last UEFA Champions 
League group stage bid a decade 
ago, things have been looking up, 

Last season Steaua became the 
first Romanian club since them- 
selves in 1993 to get beyond the 
winter break in a European compe- 
tition in their run to the UEFA Cup 
Round of 16, where they lost to 
Villarreal CF, 

This time both Steaua and AFC 


Rapid Bucuresti have got that far 
boasting between them wins 
against teams from the 
Netherlands, France and Germany, 
plus Steaua's group-stage draw at 
Sampdoria, 


Steaua honours 

But it is Steaua's progress which 
stirs the most emotions. Not only 
have they won a record 22 
Romanian league titles and 20 
Romanian Cups, but they have 
taken their nation’s only European 
honours with the 1985/86 European 
Cup and 1986/87 UEFA Super 
Cup, not t» mention reaching the 


1989 European Cup final 
However, in thet latter year came 
the December Revolution that oust- 
ed and executed dictator Nicolae 
‘Ceausescu. 

And it was his son Valentin that 
had taken Steaua under his wing 
before the regime's overthrow, 
guaranteeing unprecedented 
salaries and facilities for players 
and coaches, When that disap- 
peared, so did Steaua's national 
dominance and European competi- 
tiveness. 


Becali investment 
In recent years, though, another 


more benign benefactor has 
emerged, Business Gigi Becali 
made his fortune with land deals in 
the years after the end of 
‘Communism. 

With his ambition matched by 
his wealth, Becal - also famed for 
his political career, charitable dona- 
tions and chapel-building - is deter- 
mined to take Steaua back to their 
former heights, refusing offers 
from abroad for their top players. 

‘The UEFA Champions League 
group stage is his target, and only a 
nartow defeat at Rosenborg BK 
denied them a place this time 
round. 


Canny coaching 

Around him are two canny 
figures whu have allowed Becali to 
begin to realise his ambitions, 
Coach Vietor Piturca was appoint- 
ed in January 2000 and brought the 
likes of Mirel Radoi, Sorin 
Paraschir, Gabriel Bostina, George 
Ogarara, Mihai Nesu and Nicolae 
Dica to Steaua in his four and a half 
years. Since his departure succes- 
sors Walter Zenga and Oleg 
Protasov had short reigns but 
gained good results, and now 
Cosmin Olaroiu has been appoint- 
ed, using tactics familar from 
Pitnrca's time in charge 


Competitive edge 

‘There is no doubt that Steaua's 
Bucharest rivals and FC 
Universitar Politehnica Timisoara 
have spent at an unprecedented 
level, producing a four-way title 
race that has been the best for years, 
helping those teams pick up a com- 
petitive edge in Europe. 

The 2006 UEFA Cup final is 
played 20 years to the week after 
Steaua's historic night in Seville. 
Should Steaua emerge triumphant 
again in that city, there is no reason 
why an evening in Eindhoven 
should not be added to the club's 
list of memorable nights, 


Trouble already brewing for next England manager 


By Trevor Huggins 


here is only one certainty as the 

Football. Association  deliherates 

over who will be the next England 
manager the man chosen will not be their 
ideal candidate, 

‘As for any hopes the FA may have that his 
appointment will sher in a period of consen- 
sus in English football after. Sven-Goran 
Friksson's colourful reign, they could not be 
more wrong. 

The basic problem is that the FA face an 
impossible task in replacing Eriksson, 
England's first foreign coach. 

Tn an ideal world, there can be no doubt 
who should take over from the bespectacled 
58-year-old from Torsby.. 

English-born and bred, the right man has 2 
successful playing career behind. him that 
includes afew trophies and plenty of England 
caps forthe wall of his snooker room. 

Having hung up his well-worn boots, he 
moved into club management and in recent 
years hes added two or three more titles in 
English football, Equally importantly, he now 
has more than five years’ experience of man- 
aging a team the Champions League — that 


increasingly close relative of intemational 
toumament football. 

nly one technicality prevents the FA from 
appointing this man tomorrow or the day after 
~he doesnt exist. 

There are plenty of very good names in the 
England hat, but aone meet the criteria that 
will ensure the FA a smooth transition from 
the Eriksson era. 

Sam Allardyce of Botton Wanderers is » 
passionate motivator and has worked a minor 
miracle in turing the club he once played for 
{no aside consistently in the upper reaches of 
the Premier League. 

‘However, they have woa no trophies under 
him and Big Sam's only experience of the 
Champions League comes from watching it 
on television. 

‘The same is true of the equally-respected 
Alan Curbishley, whose Charlton Athletic 
cannot even point to Bolton's fleeting experi- 
ence of the UEFA Cup. 

Popular with fans who sill know him as 
'Psycho! and already showing real coaching 
promise, Sturt Pearce weighs in asa former 
England stalwart with no doubts about his 
passionate patriotism. 

‘However, the fearless 43-year-old is still in 


only his first full season as a manager with 
Manchester City and can score only one out 
of 10 in terms of experience, 

Widely admired and respected in the game, 
Martin ONeill isa particularly strong candi- 
dote.and can tick plenty mare boxes than 
Allardyce or Curbishley. 

As a player, be won the 1980 European 
Cup with Brian Clough's Nottingham Forest 
and played at the World Cup for Northern 
Ireland two years later, 

He coached Leicester City to domestic 
silverware and enjoyed greater success with 
Celtic, winning the Treble in bis first season, 
taking them to the 2003 UEFA Cup final and 
their first appearance in the Champions 


‘However, because O'Neill is Northen Irish 
rather than English, and because his 
Champions League experience is still thin and 
success in Scotland with Celic or Rangers 
carries a lot less currency sout of the border 
than it does north of it, doubts remain in the 
minds of some ofthe men who matter. 

Thers is also x question mark aver his 
availabilty as O'Neill has taken time out of 
the game since mid-2005 to be nurse his ill 
wifc. 
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Soon to be out-going 
English Natlonal team coach 
‘Sven-Goran Erlksson 

Among the widely-tipped foreign candi- 
dates is PSV Eindhoven's Guus Hiddink, 
‘whose managerial credentials are excellent 
‘but who appears on the verge of a deal with 
Russia. 

Hiddink steered his native Netherlands to 
the World Cup semi-finals in 1998 and then 
remarkably repeated the feat with South 
Korea in 2002. 

At-club level, his early spell with PSV saw 
them win the European Cup in 1988 and they 
reached the Champions League semi-finals 
under him last season. 

Tealy's Fabio Capello, under contract with 


Juventus, has also been linked with a move 
from Turin to Soho Square. 

A tough disciplinarian with fantastic 
track record - winning league titles with Juve, 
AC Milan, AS Roma and Real Madrid, plus 
the 1994 European Cup with Milan, Capello 
has few equals in the modem game, 

Whoever is chosen, though, a sceptical 
British media already has its ammunition at 
theready, 

England's first defeat under Allardyce ot 
Curbishley would be followed by a furious 
indictment of the FA for choosing someone 
Who, it Would be said, is out of his depth at the 
highest evel. 

Win or lose, O'Neill would still rise hack- 
Jes with the "Litle Englanders” who cam- 
paign in the domestic press. 

Their campaign would be a great deal more 
virulent, as it has often been for Eriksson, if 
Hiddink or Capello were to get the job, 

Tt would not take the media long to dredge 
up England's first defeat by Italy, a 2-0 loss in 
Turin in 1973, in which Capello scored one of 
the goals, 

‘The England job has always been one to 
ruffle feathers and whoever lands it, open sea- 
son has already been declared. 
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8 EUROPEAN CUP STATS | 


Champions League & UEF 4 Cupp Round Ups 


CHAMPIONS. 
LEAGUE, 


One moment of total artistry from Brazilian sensation 
Ronaldinho was enough to see Barcelona in control, and 
through to the final cight of the Champions League, 

Barea’s number 10 sliced his way through the 
Chelsea's defence, collecting a heavy shoulder-budge by 
John Terry atthe same time, yet still managed to keep his 
composure and shoot past the helpless Petr Cech. 

‘The goal, 12 minutes from time, effectively ended 
Chelsea's hopes of reaching the final eight after their first- 
leg loss at Stamford Bridge, 

Frank Lampard scored a consolation goal from the 
penalty spot during injury time, although it was too late. 

‘Barcelona then has sent through ominous warnings that 
they are the inform side of the competition. 


VILLARREAL ... wd 
RANGERS ad 


Villarreal captain, Rodolfo Arruaharrena ensured the 
Spanish side's marvelous run in the Charnpions League 
‘would continue. Arruabarrena’s strike just after the break, 
equalised Ranger's early strike by Peter Lovenkrands, 
making it 1-1 on the night, and 3-3 on aggregate. 

Villarreal’s two away goals were enough to see them 
through, ending the brave Scots chances of progressing. 

Rangers did start the match like a house on fire, pep- 
pering Villareal with immense pressure throughout the 
first period. 


TOVENTUS . 
WERDER BREMEN . 


Juventus was on the brink of min 
utes remaining in their second-leg against Werder 
Bremen, The German’s, holding a 3-2 lead from the first- 
leg, managed to score first in Turin, taking the lead after 
13 minutes through Johin Micoud. 

‘The Bianconeri had the majority of possession from 
there, though the back ofthe net was not easy to find with 
an inform Tim Wiese in the Bremen goal. 

David Trezeguet did finally score the equaliser, after an 
Alessandro Del Piero flick was played into the path of 
Pavel Nedved who in turn played the ball into the path of 
‘Trezeguet to slot the ball home. 

Tn an unbelievable event, two minutes from time, 
Bremen's hero of the night tumed to villain, as goalkeep- 
cr Weisc, came off his line to take a straight forward ball 
info his arms. As the German goalkeeper fell to the 
ground, the ball slipped from his arms, ending up at the 
feet of Brazilian Intemational Emerson who, immensely 
surprised, put the ball into the back of the net. 


The retum-leg between Internazionale of Italy and 
‘Ajax Amsterdam of Holland will be played tomorrow 
(Wednesday) moming at 6:45 am (AEDST). 

‘The frstleg ended 2-2 in Holland. 


Quarter-finals draw 
March 28/29 and April 45 


Arsenal y Juventus 
Lyon v AC Milan 

Inter Milan or Ajax Amsterdam y Villarreal 
Benfica vy Barcelona 


Semi-finals draw 
April 18/19 and 25/26 
Arsenal or Juventus Inter Milan/Ajax Amsterdam or 


Villarreal 
Lyon or AC Milan v Benfica or Barcelona 


a | 


EFA CUP 


SET FOR QUARTERS 


fhe UEFA Cup Round-of-sixteen, 

knock-out phase, has commenced 

with a bang for the lesser known 
teams. 

Former European Champions Marseille 
and Roma, along with recent Champions 
League participants Schalke 04 and 
Udinese, have ital to doin the retum match- 
es to be played on the 15th and 16th of 
march. 


Marseille, only a shade of the side that 
lifted the European Cup back in the early 
nineties, were stunned by Zenit St. 
Petersburg of Russia, 1-0. The Russians, 
who scored the only goal of the match 
through Andrei Arshavin, produced a more 
than impressive performance at the Stade 
Vélodrome. 

‘AS Roma, minus their captain Francesco 
Totti, was defeated in England by 
Middlesbrough. The Italians have been 
unbeaten in the twelve consecutive Serie A 
matches, and were hoping to continue their 
fine nun of results at the Riverside. 

‘A12th minute penalty was enough for the 
hosts, as Yakubu Ayegbeni converted the 
spotkick after Jimmy Floyd Hesselbaink 
was brought down by Roma goalkeeper 
Giancarlo Curci. The one goal lead is a slen- 
der one for the English side to take to Rome, 
though it is an important victory for morale 
‘against one of Italian Football's most inform 
teams at the moment. 

In Switveriand FC Basel, featuring both 
‘Aussie boys Mile Sterjovski and Ivan Ergic, 
will take a commanding two goal advantage 
to France against Strasbourg. A perfectly 
‘executed free-kick by Matias Delgido and a 
late strike from substitute Zdravko 


‘Kuzmanovic have almost certainly assured 
the Basel fans of qualification for the 
Quarter-Finals. 

In Sicily, Palermo, after a long-stint away 
from European competition, has still some 
work to do when they face Schalke 04 in 
Germany. A 1-0 home victory, courtesy of a 
Franco Brienza goal in the 15th minute, 
stands the Italian side in a good position, 
though they will need a big performance in 
the away leg in Germany. 

Fellow Italians Udinese did little for their 
chances of progression in the tournament, 
Udinese was unable to find the back of the 
net in their home tie with Sofia Levski of 
Bulgari: 

Romania's Steaua Bucharest was also 
held to a 0-0 draw with Real Betis, leaving 
both these ties up-in-the-air heading into the 
return legs next week. 

Rapid Bucharest and Lille both recorded 
victories. Rapid will take a two goal lead 
into their match with Germany’s Hamburg, 
meanwhile Lille has a slender advantage 
when they travel away to Sevilla in Spain, 

* Return matches will be played on the 15th 
and 16th of March. 


15th of March 

Roma ~ Middlesbrough 
Sevilla -Lille 

Hamburg — Rapid Busharest 


16th of Mare 

Schalke 04— Palermo 

Sofia Levski—Udinese 

Real Betis - Steaua Bucharest. 
Strasbourg - FC Basel 

Zenit - Marseille 


‘Simone Perrotta (left) and Lee Cattermole do battle at the Riverside. 
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UEFA CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


Olympique Lyon has breezed into the final eight of the 
Champions League, sending an ominous waming 10 
future opponents after a huge 5-0 aggregate victory over 
last years semi-finalists, PSV. 

PSY, coached by the Socceroos Guus Hiddink, was 
shell-shocked, with the French side running riot in Lyon. 
‘A double by Tiago, and a goal each to Sylvain Wiltord and 
Fred, secured the home win, with the dismissal of Phillip 
Cocu just before the break making the home side’s task 
justa notch easier. 

Lyon has been one of the top side’s in Europe this sea- 
son, and they are shaping up to be the dark horses for 
‘Chumpions League glory this season, 


MILAN . 4 
BAYERN MUNICH 


AC Milan also sent a big warning to their Champions 
League rivals, after an emphatic home viciory over 
German Champions Bayern Munich. 

The Rossoneri’s indifferent rm of form this season 
raised concems for the home side leading into the match, 
after the less than impressive performance in the firstleg, 

Milan took to the field with a new found confidence, 
and. striker Filippo Inzaghi continued his positive 
goalscoring moment, putting two goals past Oliver Kahn 
in the Bayer goal. Shevchenko and Kaka scored a goal 
each, while Valerien Ismael grabbed Bayemn’s only goal. 


an incredible exit from the competition. Liverpool, led by 
Steven Gerrard, was unable to make the most of the home 
round advantage, after the 0-1 first-leg loss in Portugal. 

Benfica’s Simao put the Portuguese side ahead after 36 
minutes, and a spectacular reverse bicycle kick by Italian 
Intemational Fabrizio Miccoli one minute from the end 
sealed it for Benfica, 

Liverpool did have the running of possession for larger 
parts of the encounter, though were unable to get their 
campaign back on track. 

Bentica’s victory is a bit of history for the Portuguese 
Champions, as the club has not progressed to the Quarter- 
Finals of the Champions League since the 1994/95 sea- 


son. 
Liverpool's bid to defend their European title, after that 
marvelous night in Istanbul, has ended at the first knock- 


‘An unyielding Arsenal side withstood the pressures of 
‘an examination of their abilities by Real Madrid. 

‘The Spanish Galacticos had their season hanging on the 
line going into the Highbury clash, after the Gunners sur- 
prise 1-0 win in Madrid. 

Real started lively and did create chances early. The 
first two were scuffed both by Ronaldo, firstly his headed 
‘was partied for a comer, and on the second opportunity, 
Ronaldo failed to unleash a shot once into the penalty 
sea. 

‘Arsenal grew as time passed, and by the end of the 
first-half looked to be in control, Antonio Reyes’ shot just 
before the break smacked against the cross-bar, keeping 
Real Madrid still in the tie. 

‘The final stages of the match were dominated by the 
visitors, and Real went very close to grabbing the goal to 
send the match into extra-time. 

In the end, it wasn’t enough, and Real Madrid's disap- 
pointing season has just gotten that much worse. The 
Champions League is out of the question, and with La 
ign leaders in great form, the Spanish League title too 
Tooks out of reach. 

‘Arsenal has qualified for the Quarter-Final stage for the 


c 
M 
K 


‘Ttalian Affair 


how lucky were Juventus last week to advance to the 
next round of the Champions League against Werder 
‘Bremen? ‘The poor old German goalkeeper, Tim Wiese, had 
‘one of those moments that willbe replayed for ever = dropping 
the bal, with only seconds let in the match, after safely catch- 
ing it and conceding the goal that would eventually change the 
course ofthe te! A Hollywood script wouldn't be in it. 

Emerson, Juventus's midfielder, wasn't even watching the 
play when the ball was spilled, so sure he was that Wiese had it 
} under control, 

‘Teammate Fabio Cannavaro had to call out to Emerson to 
‘make him aware thatthe ball was loose on the ground, 

‘AC Milan on the other hand were much more convincing 
against Bayern Munich at the San Siro despite a goalkeeping 
error there too ~ the Brazilian Dida dropped the ball that led to 
Bayem's goal, bt it had no affect on the final outcome. 


must surely add pressure on Italian national coach Marcello 
Lippi to select him for the World Cup. 

‘On the subject of AC Milan it was interesting to read that in 
the recent match against Palermo that Alessandro Costacurta, 
who is nearly 40 years old, is still playing and, from an 
Australian point of view, it was also Zeliko Kalac’s starting 
debut between the sticks for the club in a Serie A match, 

Just for the record both had outstanding games and, as men- 
tioned in this column previously, Kalac must surely be firming 

| as favourite in Guus Hiddink’s mind to take over as Australia’s 
number one goalkeeper at the World Cup, 
thot 


igi Riva, the former Cagliari and Italy striker, is fairly 
‘confident that Italy will do well in this year’s World 


‘After Italy's superb 4-1 recent win in Florence over 
ina friendly match, Riva publicly stated that he believed that his 
beloved Azauri would do very well. 

ay ome tes mas sn have eet 


11974, the ls time a World Cup was held in Germaay, th | 
Azaur went in tothe tournament after a 14 game unbeaten-run, | 
including wins over Brazil and England, However, they were 
climincted in the fist phase and couln't overcome Hat, 
Poland and Argertna in their group. 

Lets’ remember thatthe 1974 team was expected to do well 
given that Italy bad lost the 1970 World Cup final to Brazil in 
] Mexico City 4-1. It was arguably the greatestever Brazilian side 
and Pele’ farewe'l to World Cup football. Many stl think tht 
the 1970 World Cup final was the greatest ever and iis fairly 


hard to argue. 

The 1974 team contained not only the great Riva but also 
Gianni Rivera and Giorgio Chinaglia— two of the greatest post 
war players for the Azzumri but it didn’t seem to help. 

etc 


1982 World Cup final between ltsly and West 


about 
Sydney FC coach Pierre Littbarski’s role in that tourna- 
ment with 

Minty tie oan gout en eat ise 

is ‘ignore the fact that Italy has not won a World 
Cap se hat magia ight ly 1 1982, atthe Bernabeu in 
Madrid, 

Pele, recently in Sydney, reminded all and sundry that Brazil | 
‘was the best team in that tournarnent only to lose totaly 3-2 in 
that magical game where Paolo Rossi scored all three of Italy's 
goals. 

tis always nice to reflect on that tournament if you support 
the Azur. I's still hard to fathom how Rossi, who had only 
played the last three matches of the 1981/82 season with 
Juventus after serving atwo year ban for match fixing, managed 


Pruzzo of Roma wiio had been the Serie 4's leading goalscorer 
for two seasons. Pruzzo wasn't even selected in the 22 player 
squad that went to Spain under the guidance of the legendary 
Enzo Bearzot as coach. 

Rossi repaid his coach's faith in leaps and bounds and his 
selection eventually proved to bea masterstroke by Bearzot, He 
‘ent on to score both of Italy's goals in the 2-0 semifinal win 


Twas great to see that Rossi was recently profiled on SBS's 
The World Game show. 

‘And finally here's a lite trivia piece that will be answered 

|| next week: which former NSL goalkeeper saved a Paolo Rossi 

penalty at Merconi Stadium in Sydney when Rossi visited 


‘Sydaey readers can tune into Sunday Night Soccer, on 
98.5 FM every Sunday night at 10.00pm, for all the latest 
local and international news 


CAGLIARI 
SIENA 


(Match abandoned after 31 minutes) 


trong winds at Cagliari's Sant'Elia stadium 
caused referee Pasquale Rodomonti to suspend 
the match after 31 minutes. 


EMPOL! .. 
CHIEVO VERONA 


econd-half goals by Christian Rig 
JFrancesco Tavano gave Empoli their first home 
win in more than four months but failed to lift them 
ut of the relegation zone. 
Matteo Brighis late consolation could not stop 
Chievo slipping one place to eighth. 


LAZIO ... 
REGGINA 


= 


gina. 

Strike partners Paolo Di Canio and ‘Tommaso 
Rocchi set each other up for Lazio's fist two goals 
before halftime. Goran Pandev fired in the third mid- 
way through the second period. 

Nicola Amoruso was on target forthe vistors after 
70 minutes 


MESSINA .... 
LECCE 


‘minute. goal fro 
wicry for placed Mesina, 

The home team had gone one up with an own goal 

from Erminio Rullo before Lecce levelled through 

Anderson Babu in the 44th minute. 

Lecce are second from bottom, nine points from 


a2 


AS Roma defender Philippe Mexes (centre) gets up close and personal with Ascoli’s 
‘Massimo Paci (right) as team-mate Mancin! tries to restrain him 


ASCOLI teneneed 
AS ROMA .....+++.2 


‘was litle sign of the Roma team that last 

‘month seta record of LI consecutive league wins 

as goals by Fabio Quagliarella, Massimo Paci and 

(ree eC ON TE 

had Cristian Chiva sent off in the 88th 

with a “Taddei strike and an 
defender Gianluca Comato. 


pees 


PALERMO ..... +2 
UDINESE . 


ones 

avid Di Michele and ‘Tedesco netted 

‘as mid-table Palermo outclassed Udinese, who. 
ae two points above the drop zone. 


PARMA .....20222.2 


LIVORNO .........1 
were second best for most of the match but 
grabbed the win nine minutes from time when 
Bemardo Comdi broke: the offside trap to set up 
Marco Bresciano at the far post. 
Penalties by Fabio Simplicio of Parma and Livomo's 
Torahima Bekayoko made it 1-1 at halftime, 


JUVENTUS ........0 
AC MILAN .........0 


fuventus took a huge step towards retaining the 
Serie A ttl after they drew 0-0 at home to closest 
rivals AC Milan. 
‘The game failed to live up to its billing as a crunch 
Scudetto showdown, but the two best chances fell to 
Milan in the second half and on both occasions Juve 
Keeper Gianluigi Buffon rescued the hosts, 
Fint he dived bravely atthe feet of Filippo Inzaghi 
a his fellow Italy inlematicnal tried to take the ball 
round him. 


‘And then he flung himself acrobatically to punch 


Intern’ Arlano breaks his Serle A goalscoring drought as he celebrates his gol 
against Sampdoria over the 
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away : 
Milan's task of trying to reopen the tie race became 
that much harder when Gattuso was sent off in the 


‘69th minute for two yellow cards. 
INTER MILAN ......1 
SAMPDORIA .......0 


ee i fat eset is of 10 gas 
withoat scoring when he headed the winner five 
minutes before the interval. 

‘The Brazilian international’s goal consolidated 
Inter’ third place inthe division and lifted their con- 
fidence ahead of the second leg of their Champions 
League tie against Ajax Amsterdam on Tuesday. 


SIENA ...-225: 
TREVISO ........ 


cttom club Treviso seemed set to share the 
points until Siena striker Erjon Bogdani headed 
in an 86th-minute comer. 


SERIE A 


‘Siena 1 Treviso 0, Inter Milan 1 Sampdoria 0, 
Ascoll 3 Roma 2, Cagilarl v Fiorentina 
‘Suspended, Empoll 2 Chievo Verona 1, Lazio 3 
Reggina 1, Messina 2 Lecce 1, Palermo 2 
Udinese 0, Parma 2 Livomo 1, Juventus 0 AC 
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CHARLTON . 


MIDDLESBROUGH ... 
triker Darren Bent tapped home the winner four 
minutes from time for Chariton. 

Bent, who made his England debut against 

Uruguay on March 1, headed the hosts in front on 73 


Birmingham City 1 West Bromwich 1, Chelsea 2 
Tottenham 1, Bolton 4 West Ham 1, Everton 3 Fulham 1, 
Portsmouth 2 Manchester City 1, Sunderland 0 Wigan 1, 
Blackburn 2 Aston Villa 0, Manchester United 2 Newcastle 


minutes. 
Australian Mark Viduka levelled with a stunning 
volley before Bent pounced again, 


MANCHESTER UTD .....2 
NEWCASTLE . 


‘ayne Rooney ran 
twice in the first 12 minutes for the League 
Cup winners. 

Rooney's first league goals of the year came from 
a fine lob after Peter Ramage's poor backpass and & 
clinical finish after neat interplay involving Joba 
O'Shea and Louis Saba. 

Manchester United spumed chance after chance 
wo give Newcastle a hiding, including a glaring miss 
irom Rooney who hit the post with an open goal at 
his mercy. 

Defeat was Newcastle's fist since Glenn Roeder 
took caretaker charge at the stert of February. 


WBA .- aienet 
iomansy Kamara missed an open goal and 
Kevin Campbell hit the post for West Brom 

before City's Finnish striker Mikael Forssell con- 

verted a penalty just aftr the break. 

West Brom manager Bryan Robson made two 
inspired substitutions in the 68th minute - as 
Nwankwo Kanu provided the cross and Nathan 
Ellington the equalising finish just two minutes after 
coming on. 


ASTON VILLA 
ols from defender Andy Todd and stiker Craig 
Bellamy delighted Blackbur. 

“Todd scrambled the first in the 48th minute after 
Aston Villa goalkeeper Thomas Sorensen dropped a 
Bellamy header. 

Bellamy side-footed the second frou six metres 
When the ball broke free after Sorensen hid dived at 
the feet of Morten Gamst Pedersen in the 72nd 
minute 

Villa striker Milan Baros was wasteful atthe other 
end, twice falling to convert when clean through and 
also beading over from close range. 


eck midfielder Stelios Giannakopoulos set 
‘Bolton on the way to a comfortable victory with 

two goals in the frst half. 
Giannakopoulos gave Bolton a 12th-minute lead, 
pouncing on the rebound after Ricanio Vaz Te's 


Bolton players celebrate Gary Speed's goal in its 4-1 drubbing of West Ham United 


header hit the woodwork, and then got a touch on a 
long-range shot from Kevin Nolan. 

Gary Speed added a third goal with an acrobatic 
volley before Teddy Sheringham pulled oxe back for 
West Ham, Henrik Pedersen restored Bolton's three- 
goal advantage with a left-foot drive with nine min- 
utes to go. 


CHELSEA ........+++.2 


TOTTENHAM ......-.-+1 
(CS Sak Vien carey 

forthe league leaders wih a stunning 25-metre 
stike in the second minute of stoppage time at 
Stamford Bridge. 

Michael Essien gave the champions a 14th minute 
lead, steering the ball first time past Paul Robinson 
from Shaun Wright-Phllips’s cut-back after a poor 
‘Michael Carrick pass. 

Midfielder Jermaine Jenas flicked home an 
equaliser on the stroke of halftime after Michael 
Dawson headed Cartick's free kick into the penalty 


area, 
Jenas squandered an excellent chance before 
Gallas produced s sizaling shot to scoop the points. 


1 
ames Beatie gided Everton ta vicky ith 
first-half brace. 

Beattie converted a 14th-minute penalty after he 
was hauled down by Zat Knight and then brilliantly 
chipped into the far comer from the edge of the area. 

‘The Everton striker also played a part in the 
‘knocking the ball down for Scot James McFadden to 
fet fly with a spectacular volley from 30 metres. 
Collins John scored an 86th-minute penalty for 
Fulham after be had been brought down by Tony 


James Beattie scores trom the spot as Everton claimed a 3-1 win over Fulham 
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ARSENAL ............2 


LIVERPOOL ...........1 

Henry's 18th and 19th league goals of the 

season kept Arsenal in the hunt for the fourth 

Champions League spot, victory lifting the 
Londoners up to fifth place. 

“Henry scored with a fine curling effort from Cesc 
Fabregas’ pass on 21 minutes and twice went close 
to adding a second. 

Spaniard Luis Garcia headed an equaliser 15 
‘minutes from time but compatriot Xabi Alonso was 
then sent off for a second booking. Henry fired the 
winner on 83 minutes after collecting Steven 
Gerrard’ ill judged backpass. 


PORTSMOUTH weed 


MAN CITY.... a 
Mendes, signed from Tottenham in January, 

‘opened his Portsmouth goal account with two 
replica long-range strikes for the second from bot- 
tom team. 

‘The Portuguese midfielder thumped the first goal 
from 30 metres after a comer was cleared to bim on 
the hour. 

Defender Richard Dunne equalised for City 23 
minutes later before Mendes sent the Fratton Park 
crowd wild with delight by scoring with another dip- 
ping drive in stoppage time. 


WIGAN 
underland’s 
Kevin Ball ended the same 


manager 
as Mick 


‘MoCarthy’s last match, defeat that moves the bot- 
tom club ever closer to inevitable relegation. 

Striker Henri Camara notched Wigan's goal after 
cight minutes, turing on along ball before curling a 
shot into the top comer of the net. 


United 0, Chariton 2 Middlesbrough 1, Arsenal 2 Liverpool 
1 
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Hartelpool 3 Huddersfield 1, Milton Keynes 0 Bristol 1, 


Southend 3 Scunthorpe 0, Blac 


Bournemouth 0 Bradford 1, Brentiord 3 Barnsley 1, 
Doncaster 1 Port Vale 1, Notts Forrest 1 Gillingham 1, 
Oldham 1 Colchester 0, Tranmere 4 Chesterfield 1, Yeovil 


0 Swindon 0, Swansea vs Walsall - Tuesday AEDT. 
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‘For Tables and results for Football League Two and 
Nationwide Conference tum to page 31 


% x<z0 


apsw (&) 


TABLES AND RESULTS 


What’s on the Box 


March 


ENGLISH PREMIER LERGBE 
Sat March 18 
Everton v Aston Villa 1.45am_ 
Sun March 19 
Man City v Wigan 2.00am 
Birmingham v Tottenham 4.15am 
Mon March 20 
Newcastle v Liverpool 12:30am 
Fulham v Chelsea 3.00am 
Sun March 26 
Liverpool v Everton 1.00am delay 
Wigan v West Ham 2,00am 
Portsmouth v Arsenal 4.15am 
Mon March 27 
Middlesbrough v Bolton {2.15am 
Man Uid v Birmingham 3.00am 


game against Manchester City to 
clinch the title, 

Fox Sports will broadcast the match 
LIVE. 


Thor 15 March 
Inter Milan v Ajax 
630am 


ENGLISH FA CUP 


ESPN 
Sih Round Replays 


‘March 15 - Man City v Aston Villa 


7.00 pm (Delay) 
March 16 - West Ham v Bolton 8 


am (Live) 


w& 
nobil 


BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 
‘St Truiden 3 Anderlecht 0, Genk 1 
Germinal Beerschot 0, Beveren 3 
Westerlo 1, Club Bruges 2 Charleroi 1, 
Excelsior Mouscron 6 Cercle Bruges 0, 
Brussels 0 La Louviere 0, Lierse 1 Ghent 5, 


Roeselare 0 Zulte Waregem 3, Lokeren 0 
Standard Liege 0 

PWODL FA Pts 
‘VAndertecht 2615 7 4 542552 
2Standard = 26:15 6 5 45.2354 
3 Club Brugge 26 14 8 4 41 2550 
4Waregem 26145 7 46 3447 
5 Genk 2% 12 8 6 403044 
6 Gent 26125 9 35304 
TLokeren 2610 9 7 373439 
SWesterio 26 11 5 10 35 3438 
Q9Charlerol «269 7 10 283134 
40 Brussels 268 108 252534 
11 Roeselare 268 8 10 393632 
12Germinal 268 5 13 32.4129 
43 Mouscron 268 4 14 37 36 28 
Wcercle 267 6 13 305027 
45 St-Truiden 266 8 12 29 37 26 
16 Beveren 267 3 16 304524 
47 La Louvidre26 4 11 11 24.41 25 
48 Lierse 265 7 14 17-4422 

(CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Hajduk Split 4 Slaven Belupo 1, Kamen 0 
Inter Z 1, Medimurje 2 NK Rijeka 4, NK 
Osijek 1 Cibalia Vinkovci 1, NK Zagreb 0 
\Varteks Varazdin 41, Pula 2 Dinamo Zagreb 
1 


PWODLEA Pts 
1 Dinamo 22182 2 6141 56 
2 Rijeka 22143 5 4228 45 
3 Osijek 22104 8 2532 34 
4 Varteks 22:10 1 11 3435 31 
5 Kamen 228 5 9 2630 29 
6 Hajduk 227 87 224 29 
7 Pula 228 4 102926 28 
8 Zagreb 228 3 111927 27 
9 Cibalia 227 «5 10 2435 26 
Slaven 225 7 102938 22 
11 Inter 226 4 1217 34 22 
412Medimurje 225 6 11 26 43 21 

DUTCH EREDIVISE 


‘Twente Enschede 41 NAC Breda 0, Ajax 
‘Amsterdam 0 PSV Eindhoven 0, Den Haag 
2 Groningen 1, Roda JC 1 Sparta 
Rotterdam 1, NEC Nijmegen 2 Heracles 0, 
Utrecht 2 Heerenveen 0, Feyenoord 1 
RKC Waalwijk 4, Vitesse Amhem 5 RBC 
Roosendaal 1, Willem il Tilburg 1 AZ 
Alkmaar 3. 


PWODLEA Pts 
1PSV 28:22 4 2 571870 
‘2Feyenoord 28 19 6 3 74 27 63 
BAZ 2819 4 5 692761 
A Ajax 28 15 5 8 55 3250 
SUtrecht 2813 7 8 413646 
6Groningen 28 13 5 10 3535 44 
7 Heerenveen 28 12 7 9 52 43 43 
SNEC 28 12 6 10 35 33.42 
9 Twente 28:12 5 11 3728.41 
10 Waalwik 28 11 6 11 42 43 39 
‘11 Vitesse = 28 11-3 14 43 46 36 
12 Roda 28 11 3 14 42 48 36 
43 NAC 287 7 14344928 
14Sparta = 287 «7 14 23:43 28 
15DenHaag 288 3 17 3055 27 
‘46Heraces 287 6 15 2653 27 
47 Willem = 285 5 18 3455 20 
‘8 Roosendaal28 1 5 22 1873 8 

FRENCH LIGUE 1 


‘Nancy 4 Paris St Germain 4, Auxerre 2 
Nice 0, Monaco 4 Sochaux 1, Bordeaux 2 
Toulouse 0, Lyon 4 Metz 0, Lens 1 Troyes 
0, Rennes 3 Ajaccio 0, Nantes 4 Lille 4, 
Strasbourg 1 Le Mans 2, Marsellle 2 St 
Etienne 0. 


PWOLFA P& 
1 Lyon 29198 2 5122 65 
Bordeaux 29 15 113 3115 56 
3 ule 30149 7 4220 54 
4 Auxerre 30 155 10 3828 50 
5Marsaile 30138 9 2928 47 
6 Lens 30 10 155 3626 45 
7 Le Mans 3013 6 11 29 25 45 
BRennes 30 14.2 14 3843 4 
9 PSG 30 11109 3227 43 
40Nancy 30118 11.29.24 41 
41Monaco 29 117 113126 40 
42Nice «30 10 10.10 2224 40 
48 St-Etienne 30 10 10 10 25 29 40 
4aNantes 309 9 12 3031 36 
15Toulouse 309 8 132735 35 
1GSochaux 298 9 12 2432 38 
17 Troyes 306 10.14 2437 28 
48 Strasbourg 304 1145 24 40 23 
49Metz «30.4 1115 21 48 28 
Ajaccio §=6304 9 171740 21 
GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
Cologne 3 Numberg 4, Arminia Bielefeld 
1 Bayer Leverkusen 0, Duisburg 0 
Hannover 0, Mainz 3 Moenchengladbach 


0, Stuttgart 0 Borussia Dortmund 0, 
Werder Bremen 0 Hertha Berlin 3, 
‘Wolfsburg 0 Bayern Munich 0, Hamburg 
3 Kaisersiautern 0, Schalke 2 Eintracht 
Frankfurt 0. 


PWODLEA Pts 
4 Bayer 25185 2 4819 59 
2Hamburg 25 165 4 4018 55 
3schake 25149 2 3718 51 
4Bremen 25155 5 55 29 50 
SStuttgart 257 144 2722 35 
GHertha 258 9 8 3735 33 
7MOnchbach 258 9 8 3032 33 
Bleverkusen 258 8 9 4139 32 
QHannover 256 136 3431 31 
10 Dortmund 257 108 2929 31 
‘aminla 258 6 1127 34 30 
42NUmberg 257 6 12 3040 27 
43 Wotfsburg 25.6 9 10 25 40 27 
‘AGEintracht 257 5 13 3141 26 
45 Mainz 256 6 13 3639 24 
AG Kaisers «25 6 6 13 3454 24 
47 Duisburg 254 9 12 23 43 21 
48 KOin 254 6 153556 18 
GREEK ETHNIKI KATIGORIA 


PAOK 0 Panathinaikos 1, Egaleo 0 
Atromitos 1, Akratitos 1 Kallithea 0, 
Levadiakos 0 Iraklis Saloniki 1, OF Crete 3 
lonikos Wikea 0, AEK Athens 2 Pantonios 
0, Olympiakos 2 Apollon Kalamaria 4, 
Larisa vs Xanthi - Tuesday AEDT, 


PWOLEA Pts 
Carlisle «36. 19. 8 9 6635 65 
Wycombe 37 16 17.4 6543 65 
Grimsby 36 19. 7 10 5432 64 
Leyton Orient 37 17 12. 5645 63 
Northampton 36 15 156 4932 60 
Peterborough 37 15 10 12 48 36 55 
Cheltenham 36 14 12 10 4642 54 
Lincoln City 36 12 177 4942 53 
Bristol Rovers 36 14 8 14 4855 50 
Darlington 36 12 13 11 4537 49 
Wrexham 34 12 1111 48.37 47 
Notts County 37 12 11 14 4150 47 
Mansfield © 37 11 12 14.55.55 45 
Shrewsbury 37 11 12 14 43.46 45 
Boston Utd 35 10 15 10 38.45 45 
Rochdale 3412 8 14.5454 44 
Stockport 378 1613 4766 40 
Macclesfield 358 1512 4555 39 
Bury 359 1115 33.45 38 
Bamet 368 1414 3448 38 
Chester «35.9 10 16 4351 37 
Orford Utd 35.8 13 14 34.46 37 
Torquay 378 12 17 41.60 36 
Rushden 378 1118-3661 35 

ENGLISH NATIONWIDE 
CONFERENCE 


Aldershot 3 Dagenham 1, Altrincham 0 
Canvey Island 1, Crawley 2 Scarborough 
0, Forest Green 1 Southport 2, Grays 2 
‘Woking 2, Halifax 2 Exeter 0, Hereford 2 
Accrington 2, Morecambe 2 


Tamworth 1 Cambridge 1, York 1 
Gravesend 0. 


PW 


DL FA Pts 
33.245 
1 


6433.77 
46 25 61 
44 32 60 
53 33 56 


Accrington: 
Hereford 32. 17 
Halifax 33:17 9 
York 33 16 8 
Morecambe 33 16 6 

117 6445 53 
8 10 514153 
5 12 513650 
8 12 43 4647 
128 4733 45 
3211.9 12 38.4042 
14 38 47 44 
15 48 60 41 
43 43 42 40 
14 31 39:39 
14 36 47 38 
14 30 50 36 
10 16 4251.31 
8 17 35 46 29 
8 18 315129 
10 16 27 53 28 
Southport 307 5 18 2758 26 


8 
5 
31117 
9 
8 
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SCOTTISH 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Dundee United 3 Livingston 1, 
Dunfermline 1 Aberdeen 0, Inverness 0 
Hearts 0, Motherwell 3 Falkirk 1, Rangers 
4 Kllmamock 0, Hibernian 1 Celtic 2. 


PWODL FA PG 
Celtic 2923 4 2 792973 
Hearts 29177 5 572458 
Rangers 2915 7 7 523252 
Hibernian 29:15 3 11 52 39 48 
Kilmamock 2913 8 8 53.4747 
Invemess CT 299 13 7- 41 33 46 
Motherwell 2911 6 12 44 49 39 
Aberdeen = 299 119 323438 
Dundee Utd 307 10 13 365134 
Dunfermline 305 7 18 2557 22 
Falkirk 295 6 18 2756 21 
Uvingston §=292 6 21 17 64 12 

‘SPANISH 

PRIMERA LIGA 

Espanyol 2 Celta Vigo 0, Deportivo 
Coruna 0 Real Sociedad 1, Valencia 0 Real 


Madrid 0, Alaves 2 Sevilla 1, Athletic 
Bilbao 1 Cadiz 0, Real Mallorca 4 Villarreal 
1, Real Betis 1 Malaga 1, Real Zaragoza 1 
Getafe 2, Atletico Madrid 2 Racing 
‘Santander 4, Osasuna 2 Barcelona 1. 


PWOLEFA PS 
‘Barcelona 2719 4 4 6425 61 
2Real Madrid 27 16 4 7 50 26 52 
Svalencla 27 14 103 37 2152 
4Osasuna 27 15 4 8 353049 
5 Celta 27:14 3 10 29 27 45 
6 Sevilla 2718 5 9 352944 
7 Villarreal =27 11 106 «37 26 43 
BAtetico 27118 8 382641 
Q9Deportivo 27117 9 363140 
10Getafe 2710 7 10 363437 
‘Zaragoza 278 127 373736 
‘12Espanyol 278 6 13 27 4130 
43Racng §=6.27 6 «11 10 2431 29 
1A Sociedad 278 4 15 355128 
15 Mallorca 276 9 12 27 42 27 
16 Athletic 276 8 13 293726 
17 Mavés = 276 8 13 3045 26 
18 Betis 276 8 13 2439 26 
19 Cadiz 276 7 14 2036 25 
20Malaga «275 7 15 29 45 22 

TURKISH 

FIRST DIVISION 


Erciyespor 2 Vestel Manisaspor 1 
Rizespor 1 Ankaragucu 0, Genclerbirlgi 3 
Gaziantepspor 1, Fenerbahce £ 


PORTUGUSE Konyaspor 0, Ankaraspor 1 Kayserispor 3 
PWOLEA PS SUPER LIGA Deniziispor 4 Sivasspor 0, Diyarbakirspot 
‘A Olymplacos 23 210 2 5214 63 Vitoria Setubal 0 Porto 2, Academica 1 3 Malatyaspor 2, Samsunspor 1 Besiktas 
2 Pana 23163 4 3917 51 — Penafiel 0, Gil Vicente 1 Uniao Leiria 2, 3, Trabzonspor 1 Galatasaray 1. 
3 AEK 23 163 4 3017 54 Maritimo 0 Rio Ave 0, Sporting Lisbon 1 
4 Iraklis 2311.4 8 2823 37 — Boavista 0, Nacional Madeira 1 Estrela PWOL FA Pt 
5 Xanthi 22 105°7 2449 35  Amadora 2, Pacos de Ferreira 1 Vitoria Fenerbahce 2417 5 2 602356 
GAtromitos 239 5 9 252432 Guimaraes 1, Benfica O Naval 0, 2Galatasaray 2417 5 2 552356 
7 PAOK 238 7 8 3124 31 _ Belenenses vs Braga - Tuesday AEDT. ‘BKayserispor 2413 4 7 45 30 43 
Blarissa 22 8 G6 B 2527 30 Besiktas 2411 6 7 392739 
9 Egaleo 237 88 1722 29 PWODL FA Pts SGenderbirii2410 8 6 35 2238 
10 Kalamarias 237 7 9 2429 28 1 Porto 2617 6 3 401457 6 Trabzonspor 24.10 7 7 313137 
AAlonikos 236 9 8 3033 27 2Sporting 2617 4 5 422255 7Sivasspor 247 107 232731 
‘2 Levadiakos 235 6 121526 21 3 Benfica 2645 5 6 402250  sErciyesspor 247 107 253131 
43 OF 234 8 111428 20 © 4Braga 2514.6 5 291348  9Manisaspor 248 6 10 34 33 30 
44Panionios 235 4 142140 19 ‘SBoavista 26129 5 342145  10Konyaspor 237 7 9 2933 28 
4Skalithea 233 7 132136 16 GNaconal 26127 7 312343 11 Ankaragol 246 9 9 293027 
46Akratitos 234 4 151633 16 7Setbal 2612 3 11212439 12 Denizlispor 247 6 11 28 32 27 
8 Leiria 2610 5 11343635 13Rizespor 246 9 9 202827 
QAcademica 269 5 12 263532 14 Ankaraspor245 109 3138 25 
ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE 2 10Martimo 267 109 282951  ‘15Gazlepspor246 7 11 25 4125 
Northampton 0 Carilsie 3, Bristol 1Notts 11RioAve 267 9 10 273630 ‘16Diyarrspor 236 4 13 2448 22 
County 2, Darlington 1 Chester 0, 12Amadora 268 6 12222730  17Malataspor 244 @ 12 20 38 20 
Grimsby 3 Bamet 0, Leyton Orient 1  13Pacos 267 7 12263828  ‘18Samspor 245 § 14 345220 
Cheltenham 0, Lincoln 2 Rushden &  14Naval 268 4 14 2635 28 
Diamonds 2, Macclesfield 1 Rochdale 3, 15Belenenses 258 4 13 313228 
Mansfield 5 Boston 0, Stockport 2 Oxford + 16Guimareses 267 7 12 213128 
4, Torquay 1 Peterborough 0, WrextamO 17Gll Vicente 26.8 3 15 273427 
Bury 0, Wycombe 2 Shrewsbury 0. ‘(8Penafiel 262 6 1818 12 
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uring many years of jour- 
nalism and public life, 
-// GEORGE NEGUS has 
become one of Australia’s best known 
faces. For the past 30 years George 
Negus has been at the forefront of 
Australian political journalism earning 
considerable recognition in both 
national and international affairs. 

His list of interviewees and profiles 
over the years spans politics, the arts, 
and sport, He has interviewed count- 
less world leaders and personalities, 
and reported from the world’s major 
trouble spots, His public profile soared 
during his eight years of globetrotting 
journalism for ‘60 Minutes’ (remem 
ber: fick-tick-tick, ’'m George Negus, 
Pim Ian Leslie, I'm Ray Martin?). 

He is no stranger to soccer. 
‘Throughout his public career, George’s 
commitments extended to various 
boards and committees including that 
of the former Soccer Australia. Negus 
was a board member of Soccer 
Australia alongside former Chairman 
David Hill. Soccer, of course, continues 
to fascinate him, He shares his passion 
for football with his partner Kirsty and 
their two sons Ned and Serge. What 
does this man know about soccer? He 
isa football nut! He has been involved 
in the game for over 45 years, He has 
more experience than many pundits 
‘would like to believe. 

Hes a keen ideas man, who loves to 
stir the conversational pot and skirt the 
delicate edges. T talk exclusively to this 
icon of Australian media on all things 
foothall. 


Where We're At.. 


‘We've gone from having a totally dys- 
functional League that didn’t work, to no 
League at all, to a League that has made 
enormous advances in less than a year, 

This is highly commendable because 
even the most skeptical of observers 
would have to say that given they were 
starting more or less from scratch the A- 
[League Grand Final indicates just how far 
they've come, 

‘They filled the stadium, and it was an 

mt match with atmospherics and 

fi that have been compared with 
the best ia Europe and elsewhere in the 
world. Seeing the game itself in the Finals 
Series filling pages and pages of news- 
papers and getting decent television 
coverage, these areal the things we aspire 
to, You would have to be preity mean- 
spirited if you were somebody from pre- 
vious administrations or generations not 
to give credit where credit is due, 


The Current 
Administration... 


‘There are some in the administration 
who acknowledge the fact that they don't 
regard themselves as experts in the game, 

But they are experts in sports adminis- 
tration, and they are learning about the 
game. I spoke on radio with John O'Neill 
the other day and he acknowledge the fact 
that they really didn't understand. 

I said they managed to create eight 


because it saved a lot of people a lot of 


PERSPECTIVE 


Soccer “tribes”, even though they didn’t 
realize that soccer was tribal. Soccer is a 
very tribal game. Fans are supporting 
teams on the basis of their tribal alle- 
giance, not any other kind of allegiance. 
That's an almighty step forward. The 
more they Team about the game, and the 
culture that goes with that and what it 
means tothe soccer family and communi- 
ty, there is reason to believe they can do 
even better. 

I've had a lotof discussions with mem- 
bers of the administration in a totally 
unofficial capacity, and we talk regularly. 
That's because they recognize that not all 
of us that were involved inthe administra- 
tion in the past, and who have been in sup- 
port of the game for decades are either 
corrupt or stupid. 

‘Some of us do actually know what we 
are talking about, The silly edges of the 
game that have held us back for so long 
are the same silly edges that they are still 
managing to work off because they have 
money, they have professional staf, they 
have government backing, and they have 
Frank Lowy. 

All of these things mean that it would 
be preity hard to get it wrong. To their 
enormous credit it doesn't seem to appear 
that they got it wrong. The A-League, 
entry inlo Asia, and soccer qualifying for 
the World Cup - each different level of the 
game is obviously heading in the right 
direction. 


A Successful 
Package... 


Yes itis. They came in with a relative- 
ly clean slate. Frank Lowy and John 
O'Neill haye acknowledged that it 
exceeded their expectations, It exceeded 
because some people, not too far removed 
from the person speaking to you today, 
like a lot others, we have been talking 
about this game as the sleeping giant of 
‘Australian sport. I think they thought that 
‘was just rhetoric, 

I don't think they realized the 
groundswell of potential support for this 
game has always been there. I think 
‘Australians have woken up to the fact that 
it is a sporting product now that can be 
embraced by the entire country more than 
other code, and any other sport. I’m 
pleased that the Lowy’s and O’Neill’s of 
this world are quite amazed at its success, 
Tt exceeded their expectations: That’s not 
because they've done their job better than 
they thought they would. They're mostly 
done a good job, 

It exceeded expectations because they 
probably didn’t realize what a potentially 
‘gigantic product they had in their hands. 1 
don’t think they expected the success of 
the sought that we've had with the League 
and the Socceroos this year. Although 
‘with the Socceroos, I don’t think you can 
contribute that to them, with the exception 
of the appointment of Hiddink. 

That's those guys coming good with 
the right coach. They had such a good 


product to work with, ‘That's to the enor- 
mous credit to the Australian football 
community. John and Frank are to be 
highly commended for the successful way 
they have gone about things. I'd say Frank 
probably knew deep in his football heart, 
but John O'Neill and the people working 
with him who are not football people per 
say have been quite amazed at how much 
broad support there is out there for our 


game. 

‘The work:is to keep it going. It’s up to 
the people whose game it has been for so 
long to acknowledge the success of their 
efforts. We've had a crash-course in how 
to run a sport; they've had a crash-course 
in what the sport is about. It would not 
have worked, particularly at A-League 
Jevel, had there not been a caldron of soc- 
cer supporters. 


Negus Back on 
the Board?? 
(chuckles...) I'm happy to go to 


games!! It's nota question of being on the 
Board; its a question of heing listened to 


when you've got something to say. Forget 
about whether it’s someone like myself, 
but I think they could do with somebody 
other than Frank on the Board who is an 
innately conscience football person. 

I think now that they have realized that 
we're not all dopes, it wouldn’t go astray 
if it meant increasing the size of the 
Board, not getting rid of anyone they've 
got there, but getting somebody that 
knows a little bit more about the game 
than John Singleton for instance. 

Td like to think that they are big 
‘enough to recognize that. I know they talk 
to people, and I’m not the only person 
they talk to, Whether they have an adviso- 
ry body, or they put more people on the 
Board it doesn’t matter, so long as the dis- 
cussion and communication goes on 
between the people who do understand 
the culture of the game, and the people 
‘that understand how to harness that. 


World Cup 
Qualification... 


‘Thank goodness that we got there 


George Negus: An avid football lover 


money for therapy! They would have 
been putting their hands in their pockets 
for years to get over it, For those of us 
that had to live through past campaigns, 
wwe were able to get that ghost out of our 
heads and that monkey off our back. They 
deserved it. 

‘They Lowy/O’Neill administration has 
recognized this amazing product with 
Potentially gigantic support, The whole 
country realized in the build up to the 
World Cup Quulifier just how big this 
game is, This is a seriously bigtime sport. 
The World Cup is the biggest stage in the 
world, including the Olympic Games. 1 
don’t know a fot of people that would say 
they are shot-put fans or synchronized 
swimming fans, 

‘The Olympics is a divided event. We 
have 1 game, played in 32 countries at the 
same time, those 32 countries having 
come from 32 hundred other countries. 
That's as big as it gets. Ths is serious, 

‘This is sport at the highest level, and 
Astralian’s are proud of that. Those that 
‘were sitting at the edge of the bandwagon 
have moved closerto the centre, and those 
that weren’t on the bandwagon have 
jumped on. Others are simply grabbing 
hold of the tailgate as it moves past. 
Everyone wants a slice ofthe zction 


What's In A 
Name...? 


‘There are so many more “names” of 
our team now that people know. We had 
80 few heroes before, a handful, Mark and 
Harry, that's about it. People can probably 
nate most of our squad now, which is 
fantastic. 

YF you look at the playing strips, that's 
multicultural Australia that you see on 
those shirts. That's Australia united. If we 
had another name for our team, other then 
Socceroos, they would be called 
“Australia United”. 


The Right Time... 


Tt would never be our time if we 
weren't good enough. Hiddink made 
them believe they were good enough. ‘To 
that extent he is a genius, He is a player's 
manager. It is not accidental if the 
European’s call them Managers and not 
coaches. They don’t need to be coached. 
They wouldn’t be in that squad playing 
for their country if they weren't good 
enough. 

‘They have to be managed. What he did 
with Harry is a classic example. That was 
ingenious. He knows how to bring out the 
best in them. He respects them as people. 
‘They probably grew up from the moment 
they went to their first training session in 
Holland, They thought they had a bloke 
‘who could teach them how to be as good. 
as they thought they were. That’s a man- 
ager, not a coach. 


Our Biggest 
Threat... Japan, 
Croatia, or Brazil? 


‘To be perfectly honest we shculd be a 
little bit apprehensive, and a little bit ten- 
tative about the whole three. None of 
them are pushovers. It’s not the pool from 
hell, but pretty close to it. 

We can’t take any of them for granted, 
nor were we likely to. The first game is 
going to be really important. If we get 
beaten by Japan, it’s going to be really 
hard work from that point on. 


Negus Heads to 
Germany... 
We got into the ballot in the first draw, 


the whole family. II also do some work 
over there for Dateline and SBS. 


